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1. THE FISH AND THE RING

There was once a man, named Jasperf'djz®spe].
He was very rich; and he was a magician He had a
son named Hughl[hju:] Hugh was five years old

Jasper looked after his people and his great house
and his fields and gardens all day; but at night when
his son' was asleep, he went up to the top of his house,
and worked at his magic

Jasper wanted to find, from his magic books, what
girl his' son Hugh would marry when he grew up' He
wanted him to marry a very rich girl> He said, “Rich
people are the best people. A lot of money makes peo-
ple happy. | hope that he will marry a rich prin-
cess,”

One night Jasper worked at his magic books He
worked all night The sun came up,

He said sadly,“My magic books tell me that Hugh's
wife will not be rich She will not be a princess. She

will be very poor.”

-

He could not go to bed now: the sun was in the

“
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sky. He got on his horse and went to the city, Then
he saw a very poor old man sitting at the side of the '

street?®, The old man looked very sad
"Why do you look so sad,” asked Jasper

“

*I have five young children,” said the man, “and
now my wife has had a sixth child, a new little girl We
have not got food for our other children How can we
feed -anothert childy We are very poor; I cannot do
more work than® | am doing now; so how shall we

fmd any more money?

- The magic inside Jasper told him, “This is the
<hild ‘who will grow up into the girl who will marry
my son® I will do anything so that my son Hugh
shall not -marry such: a poor girl’

“Old man,” he said, “I can see that with your

"five children you do not want this new little girl®

Give her to me: | have a lot of money, and I will
take her home® to my big house My kind servants
shall look ‘after her Go and talk to your wife I will
come back here at the same time tomorrow, and you
can tell me if you will give me the child.”

.The old man went home to his wife, and they
talked about it for a long time, The poor mother was
very unhappy. At last, she said, “Yes, it will be best
for our child, Here with us she will never have
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Inside the clothes he found a child

enough to eat She might die Yes, we will take her
to the rich man in the city tomorrow ”
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The next morning; the father and mother gave up
their little girl to Jasper They cried very much as’
they went home; but they said, “We are being kind
to her in giving her to the rich man!®”

-~ Jasper rode away very quickly, holding the child
Soon, he came to a river He threw the poor little
girl into the river “That is the end of youy” he said,
as he weat back to his great house, and to his little

son, Hugh

But the child was not killed Her clothes held her

up in the water and she was carried along to where

K poor fisherman was sitting by the side of the river!l

The fisherman ~was sad; no fish had come into
his net all.day o

“I will go home,” he said “I see that I shall not
catch aﬁy fish today.”

As he got up to go, he looked up the river®. Ha

"saw some clothes coming down towards hxm“’, in the

water. He took up the clothes out of the water, Inside
them he found a 11fct1e clnld; He took her up in his
arms, and carried her home to his wife. She was a
very‘kiﬂd woman, and he was a kind man, They were
always very sad because they had had“ no children

of their own

"*She shall be our very owa chlld“; She- shaﬂ be
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sursy” said his wife They were both very glad. They
made her a little bed for her to sleep in, and the
fisherman's wife made her some more clothes They
saw the name Margaret[ 'maigeritJon the clothes which
came out of the river So they called her Margaret

Sixteen years went by Margaret was a beautiful
girl, as kind and good as she was beautiful -

~Jasper’s only son, Hugh, was also a beautiful
young man now He often rode away from home on
his black horse. Sometimes he went to see his father’s
brother, John, who lived near the sea. But his father
stayed at home, working at his magic books

One day, Jasper thought, “I am tired of sitting
reading'® in ‘my house I will go for a long ride [ will
find some friends to ride along with me ~

The men rode for a long ti/me, talking as they
rode'”, they did not leok where they were going, and
at last they found that they had lost their way The
day was very hot; they wanted a drink
| They came to the fisherman’s little hut Margaret
was s}tting at the door of the hut She was helping
her mother to make the food ready for them all to
-eat when her father' came home

Jasper and his friends got down from their horses

“Good morning;” said Jasper “Please, will you

-give us some water to drinky We have come a long

L 5 L]

o

P



way, and it is very hot.*

Margaret brought them some nice cold water, and
some brown bread which her mother had just made.
Her mother, too, came out of the hut and they all

talked in a friendly way

“That is a very beautiful girl,” said one of
Jasper’s friends. “I wonder whom she will marry Are
you going to marry anyone;” he asked Margaret _

“Noy” she answered, “I have no time to think
of being married!®* Here, I can help my father and
mother I am happy as I am; and no one would want
to marry a girl who is as poor as I am!®”

“If I had a son,’; said another of Jasper’s friends,
“I should be glad if he married anyone so beautiful
as this girl ” He looked at Jasper and said, “You can
read magic Can you see whom this girl will marry*"»”

All at once, Jasper was afraid

“No,” he said, “I cannot Now it is time for us
to ride home again.”

“You know that you could tell us if you wanted
to;” said his frieads “We will not go home with you
until you answer usy”

So Jasper began to do as they asked him, He, too,
wanted to find out the answer now; First, he had to
find out how old Margaret was, He asked her mother:
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*How old is your childs”

“She is not our own child,” said the woman
“Margaret came to my husband on the river, one
day when he was fishing He brought her home to
me ” ‘

The fisherman came home Jasper asked him, "In
which river were you fishing when you found the
child»”

The fisherman said,“In this river, near my home.”

“How old was she when you found herq”

“She was two or three days old ”

Then Jasper knew that this was the little girl
whom he had tried to kill, sixteen years ago

He was very angry, but no one could see what he
was thinking,

Jasper asked for pen and paper, and he wrote
to his brother John who lived near the sea. He shut
up what he had written, and he gave the paper to
Margaret '

He said, “Because I like you and would be happy
to see you do very well®, T have written to my broth-
er John{dzon] He is a rich and great man Take
this paper to him He will look after you and help
you When you have become very rich, come back to

your father and mother again, and you will be able
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to help them too "

“Thank you for being so kind to us*,” said Mar

garet and her father and mother

Jasper rode away

The next day, Margaret set out to find Jasper’s

brother John The journey was too long for her to be
éb.le to get there in one day So she went for the
night to a house where people could eat and sleep,
~ At that house, 'hat night, there were two thieves,
men who-lived by stealing from others: When Margaret
was asleep, they went into her room, with a little
lamp, to see if she had any jewels or money. which
they could "steal‘ They found no money, but they
found Jasper’s paper which he had writtea to his
brother

They opered it; it said:
. ~“My dear Brother Johas,
;,.«;,‘.;Take the girl who brings you this paper, and
kill ‘her at once, If you do not do this, my magic
tells me that she will do very bad thi‘ngs to our coun
ey | |
: Your loving brother,
. Jasper "
. The two thieves were very angry that anyone
could write such bad things about such a go(od‘ and
beantiful girl?®*. So they took more paper, and wrote
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sume other lh;ngs on it and put it back where the
first paper had been, in Margaret's little bag

Next day. Margaret came to Jolin's house She
gave John the paper from his brother Fe opened it
and reads

“My dear Brother John,

Take this girl who has come to you and marry
her to my son who is now staying with you -She'is
a very beautiful and very good girl -

Your loving brother,

lasper ”

John said to himself, “My brother is a very good
magician Fe can see what wiil happen in many years’
time If he tells me to do this thing, | must do it”

Below his window, he saw Hugﬂ and Margaret
walking side by side Hugh was looking at Margaret’s
beautiful face, very happily; and she was looking
up at him .

“It will be all right,” he thought “They will want
to be married;”

Before long, all the people in his great house
were making everything ready for Hugh and Margaret
to marry

John Wfotg to Jasper:

“Dear Brother Jasper,



I am doing what you asked me to do, and Hugh

and Margaret will» be married next Wednesday

morning,
Please come here and stay with all of us.-
Your loving brother,
John.”
Jasper was very angry when he read this, As
quickly as he could, Jasper rode to John’s house. He
came at sunrise. As he came inside the city walls,
he could see that some great thing was happeniag,.
People were all in their best clothes: some were
putting lovely food and drink on the tables
where; everyone looked pleased and happy.
'He came to the house. He called out, “Where is
the girl who is going to marry my sons”
.- Margaret, in her beautiful dress, came to him.
‘He hid his anger, and put on a happy face. He
said to his brother and Hugh, “I should. like to talk
to Margaret before she marries Hugh.” Then he led
her away from the house, over a big field, and on2
until they came to a hill-top far above the sea.

Cevery-

Poor Margaret could now see how very angry he
was. She did not know what she had done, to make.
. him look like that®*®, She could see he was going to
kill her. She fell down at his feet.
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“Please, please,” she said, “do not throw me over
into the sea. Let me go. If you do not want me to
marry Hugh, [ will never go near him again, or ever
see him again. | have done nothing bad to you.
Why do you want to kill mes”

Jasper saw that she would do what she told him;
she would not see Hugh again.

“I have saved my sony” he thought.

He saw a gold ring on her hand, Once, it had
been his ring. “My son must have given it to this
girly” he thought, He took it off her hand.

“Girl)” he said, “You have told me that you will
never see my son again, Say it in the name of God,
Say 'l will never see Hugh again’. Say this and [
" will let you go.”

So Margaret said, “I will never see Hugh again.”

“You are not good enough for him. He“shall
marry a princess. If [ ever see you again, I shall kill
you.” '

He threw the ring far out into the sea. Then he
sdid, “If you can show me that ring again, you can

have my son and marry him.”

Jasper went back to his brother’s house,
“You must not think of Margaret any more,” he
told John and Hugh. “She has run away from you,
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She is a bad girl; You must send all these people
home again.” ' ‘

He thought, ‘Hugh will soon find a nice rich
princess to marry;”

Poor Margaret cried for a very long time on the
hill-top above the sea. She had not wanted, to die;
" but now she had lost Hugh, whom she loved very
much. ” _ ,

Then she thought, *1 must go away quickly, I
must - {ind work. [ like cooking. | am a good cook,
That is what | will doy Then, after some time, | can
go and see my father and mother and take them
some money.” '

She: thought sadly of the fisherman’s hut, far
away, where she had always been so happy®.

.. She found work in a rich man’s house. She helped
to cook the food for him and his many friends who
dame to. stay with him,

At last she felt better, and a little happier. Work
which you like doing is a very good thing) One day.
some fishermen caught the biggest {ish that anyone
had ever seen. The rich man’s cook bought it and
Margaret was cleaning the fish and rﬁaking it ready
for the richoman- and his friends to eat.that night.
" Through the window, Margarel could see the road
which came up ta the big house where .she was gow
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living and working.
She saw many people on horses coming along this
road, There, with them, were Jasper and Hugh; They

all came up to the house. She saw the great doours

standing open for them to come in, .

She worked very hard tc make the fish look
beautiful when it came to the table. “I am cooking
Hugh’s food for him;” she thought,

As she spoke, she saw something gold inside the

fish. It was the ring. The great fish must have eaten
it in the sea. She took it out of the fish and washed
it.

When she had done her work, she washed her
‘hands and put the ring on her hand where Hugh had
put it. That night, all the rich man’s friends sat
down and ate the nice food which Margaret had
helped to make. They were happy. Jasper too was
happy, because he had found someone for Hugh to
marry. She was a rich princess. But Hugh did not
love her, and she did not love him.

Jasper said, [This fish is very good; And it is
very nicely cooked, Who has cooked this beautiful fish
so welly Please bring the cook to us. Let me see the
cook and say ‘Thank you for cooking this fish so
nicely’.”
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