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Introduction attempts to define and expound the nature and domain

of English Lexicology, explains the relationship between English Lexicology
and other discusses the aims and significance of the course.
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1. Nature and domain of English Lexicology

2. Relation to other disciplines

3. Methods of study

(1) Synchronic approach

From a synchronic point of view, words can be studied at a point in
time, disregarding whatever changes might be taking place.

(2) diachronic approach

From a diachronic perspective, words can be considered historically
and be looked into the origin and changes in form and meaning.

4. Aims and significance of the course.
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. What is lexicology?

2. What is the nature and scope of English Lexicology?

3. What subjects is English Lexicology correlated with? And to what extent?

4. Why should a student of English study English Lexicology?

1

BEsILETE K

. Lexicology is a branch of linguistics, inquiring into the origins
and meanings of words (WNWD).

. The nature of English Lexicology: English Lexicology is a theo-
retically-oriented course. It is chiefly concerned with the basic
theories of words in general and of English words in particular.

In the mean time it is a practical course, for it has something to
do with words.

The scope of English Lexicology: English lexicology aims at
investigating and studying the morphological structures of En-
glish words and words equivelents, their semantic structures,
relations, historical development, formation and usages.

3. English Lexicology is correlated with morphology, semantics,

etymology, stylistics and lexicography. In the discussion of the
inflections of words and word-formation and how morphemes
are combined to form words and words to form sentences, it
has something to do morphology. In the discussion of how a
small vocabulary of the languages of early Gemanic tribes has
developed into a huge vocabulary of Modern English and how
words change their forms and meaning, it has something to do
with etymology. In the discussion of polysemy, homonymy,
synonymy, antonymy, hyponymy and semantic field of words,



