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Foreword

Lake Erhai is just a jewel carved on the Yunnan plateau, and one of
natural heritages in China. This book has been written as an attempt to pro-
vide latest information on research, control and management on the environ-
ment of Lake Erhai and its surrounding basin. In the past, efforts of Chinese
researchers on publishing books for Lake Erhai were successful such as Col-
lected Scientific Wroks on Erhai lake in Ynnnan by the Scientific and Tech-
nological Commission of Dali Prefecture and the Management Bureau of Er-
hai Lake, in 1987. Compared to the book, this book is the outcomes of the
China — UNDP — UNEP project of Investment Planning and Capacity Build-
ing for the Sustainable Development of the Lake Erhai Basin in Dali Baj Na-
tionality Autonomous Prefecture, Yunnan Province, China, 1996 — 19987 .
Because of the mission, this book can provide new papers concerning the
parts of Control and Management as well as the parts of Resources and Sci-
entific Investigation. I was involved in the feasibility study of water quality
monitoring system of the project. It is my grate pleasure to contribute our pa-
per 1n this book .

Lake Erhai was just at the onset of red tide bloom in eutrophication,
which represented many issues with the lake and its basin in 1996 The out
comes of the project have been successfully introduced by the agency of Dali
Bai Nationality Autonomous Prefecture as well as Yunnan Province supported
by the central government of China. The eutrophication problems have been
drastically solved to stop any deterioration of the water quality of the lake by
introducing various remediation measures in and out the lake . Specially the
measures of ecological remediation along the coast of the lake were dynamic
and direct approaches which led very successful results.

I sincerely hope this book would provide useful information to the scien-

tists and government officials who engage in development and protection of



.4-

concerning lakes and their basins in other parts of the world as well as Chi-

na.

Saburo Matsui

Secretary of Scientific Committee

International Lake Environment Committee Foundation,
Professor, Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies
Kyoto University
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