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I Suspicious Behavior

The foreman (1. n. T 3k) on a building site re-
ceived a warning that one of the laborers had a criminal
record.

“He has been in prison several times,”the infor-

mant told him,“and he has stolen anywhere he works. I

advise you to watch him carefully. ”




The foreman decided to take the informant’s ad-
vice. He stood at the gate,and whenever the laborer
pushed his wheelbarrow (2. n. W FHELE dtoward him,
he made him stand still and began to check him. He
searched the wheelbarrow, his pockets, shirt, and hat.
He did so everyday for a month, but he never found
anything.

He said to his informant, “I think you must be

wrong about him. Perhaps he’s decided not to steal any

more. ”

“ Nonsense,” the informant said. “He’ll never
change. The man’s a thief and he’ll always be a thief.
Believe me. ”

Days passed, and every day the foreman searched
the laborer,but he never found anything.

At last the building was complete and all the work-
ers went away to do other jobs .

A few weeks later,the foreman met the laborer in a
bar.

He said to the labourer,“Now that you are not my

employee, I have something to ask you,and whatever

you reply will be a secret between us. Tell me, did you

steal anything from the building site?”
The laborer smiled and nodded.

“Yes,” he said. “I stole something almost every

day.”
2



t

“Then tell me or I’ll never feel at ease,”the fore-
man said, “What were you stealing? Supplies? Con-
struction materials? Money?”

“No, none of those things.”
“What then?”the foreman asked.

“Wheelbarrows ,of course, ”the laborer told him.

Exercises

1 . Comprehension Questions;
1. Who had been in prison several times?
2. What did the foreman do after he received the
warning?
3. What conclusion did the foreman come to?
4. What did the foreman ask the laborer when they
met each other again?

5. What had the laborer really stolen?

I . Translation from English into Chinese:

1. He said to his informant, “I think you must be
wrong about him. Perhaps he’s decided not to
steal any more. ”

2. He said to the labourer,“Now that you are not
my employee, I have something to ask you,and
whatever you reply will be a secret between us.
Tell me,did you steal anything from the building

site?”



. Discussion Topics:

1. What makes it possible that the laborer could
steal wheelbarrows from the building site?

2. Do you believe a man will always be a thief if he

was a thief once ? Give some reasons.



Key to the Exercises

[ . Comprehension Questions;
1. One of the laborers.
2. He searched the laborer thoroughly everyday for
a month,
3. The laborer gave up stealing.
4. He asked him if he had stolen anything from the
building site. -

5. He had really stolen wheelbarrows.

I . Translation from English into Chinese :

L BRI REE R OAR: “RUNR—ERF
T BIFRMRESAERFAEFT.”

2. BRAT KRN T AR “RRERRRNRER
T, BERFENER FieHELABRER, XK
BABRMZEE— 8%, &5 FR KA RS Eil
Tt Re?”



2 Only Wrong by Two

Jack Hawking was the football coach at an Ameri-
can college, and he was always trying to find good play-
ers, but they weren’t always smart enough to be ac-
cepted by the college.

One day the coach brought an excellent young
player to the dean of the college and asked that the stu-
dent be allowed to enter without an examination,
“Well, ”’the dean said after some persuasion, “I’d better
ask him a few questions first, ”

Then he turned to the student and asked him some

very easy questions, but the student didn’t know any of

the answers.

At last the dean said, “Well, what’s five times
seven?”

The student thought for a long time and then an-
swered, “Thirty-six.”

The dean threw up his hands and looked at the

coach in despair, but the coach said earnestly, “Oh,

please let him in, sir! He was only wrong by two. ”




Exercises

I . Comprehension Questions:

1. Why did the football coach want the dean to let
the student enter college without an examina-
tion?

. What question did the dean ask the student?
. What was the student’s answer?
. What did the dean do then?

. Who was better at arithmetic, the student or the

gl AW DN

coach?

I, Translation from English into Chinese :

1. Then he turned to the student and asked him
some very easy questions, hut the student didn’t
know any of the answers,

2. The dean threw up his hands and locked at the
coach in despair, but the coach said earnestly,
“Oh, please let him in, sir! He was only wrong

by two.”

. Discussion Topics:
1. Who is better at math, the coach or the young
player?
2. Could you be good at sports and excellent at

study as well? Give some examples.



Key to the Exercises

1 . Comprehension Questions :

1. Because the coach was afraid that the player
might not be smart enough to be accepted by the
college.

2. The dean asked the student, “What’s five times
seven?”

3. The student answered , “Thirty-six.”

4. The dean threw up his hands and looked at the
coach in despair.

5. Neither.

I . Translation from English into Chinese:
L RIEMERBNELE, BT —HIEFHE LN

R BIRAFER— A BER B3k,
2. KM F L E B R HL MG AR
P WL TF AR IR, fed ) RET =



