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National geopark is a natural park that is dominated by the special, rare  graceful
and beautiful geological heritages with great scientific value, integrated with the
local historic and cultural relics. The basis for the establishment of geopark is on the
mysterious geological landscape, scientific involvement cultural inside information
and enjoyable social style. Different from a single geological heritage the geopark
is trying to systematically and scientifically integrate the regional geological heri—
tages with local ecosystem. It aims at protecting the geological heritages, providing
a place for scientific education, geological popularization and ecological tourism. The
geopark construction tries to unite the geological heritage protection with the

development of local economy .

China is vast in territory and complex in geological and geomorphic features.
Many world—rare and unique geological landscapes have been created during the
earth history . By now 44 national geoparks have been established, many important
geological heritages are well protected. To set up national geoparks is a great event
to put into effect the spirit of the CCP congress on population—resources—environment .
it is also a concrete expression of the spirit of "three representatives' . It is also an
important aspect in the geological—environmental work serving for social—economic

development .

China is unique in geological background beautiful in mountains and rivers. The
Chinese nation is of a long history with a comprehensive and profound culture. The
earth history is closely linked to the human history. The geological environment is
the homeland of human being, the geological heritages are our common treasures | to
protect these heritages is our duty. We have only one planet—earth. At present, to
protect the geological environment is a basis for predicting the future, to establish
the geoparks is one of the best ways to protect the geological heritages. Here we
present some of features of National Geoparks of China, we hope that you could
understand and enjoy them. Let's hand in hand to make our contributions to protect
geological heritages and construct the geoparks as well as to the regional social—
economic development .

Let us get into the National Geoparks of China.

Shou Jiahua
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Summary of the Second Batch of Approved Nationl

Name of National Geopark

Geoparks in China

Major Geological Heritages to be Protected

Main Sights of Cultural Interest

Tengchong National Geopark in

Recent Volcanic landform, hot springs and

Ancient frontier town; lifestyle of ethnic
minority

Yunnan biodiversity
Langshan Mountain National Geopark Danxia-type landform Relic site of ancient celebrities and war
in Hunan

Feitian Mourtain National Geopark in
Chenzhou. Hunan

Danxia-type landform: cliffs, natural bridges, caves
and valleys

Temples; tablet engraving and inscriptions;
coffins placed in caves of cliffs

Yuntaishan Mountain National

Geopark in Jiaozuo, Henan

Red cliffs, waterfalls, karst, and water conservancy
works

Residence of 7 ancient talents in bamboo
forest; temples, pagodas and ancient trees

Baotianman National Geopark in
Neixiang, Henan

Metamorphic rocks: textural and structural features

Biodiversity

Dinosaur National Geopark in Jiayin,

Place where dinosaur fossils have been excavated

Natural landscape in northernmost China

Heilongiiang

Hailuogou Valley National Geopark in Modern glaciers at low elevation Lifestyle of Tibetan nationality
Sichuan

Daduhe River Valley National Geopark Magnificent and presipitous river valley; and the Lifestyle of Tibetan nationality
in Sichuan Zhangu, Dawa Mountain and Quaternary glacier

relic sites formed by its tributaries

Anxian National Geopark in Sichuan

Bioherms formed by stretches of siliceous sponges

Temples

Dajinhu Lake National Geopark in Fujian

Danxia-type landform at the lake

Loess National Geopark in Luochuan,
Shaanxi

Loess type section of China; loess landform

Site of the historical Luochuan Conference
of the Chinese Communist Party; loess
culture

Huangshan Mountain National
Geopark in Anhui

Granite peak forest landform

Traces of historical celebrities

Qiyunshan Mountain National
Geopark in Anhui

Danxia-type landform: cliffs, valleys, stockaded
villages, pillars, peaks and caves

Fangla Stockaded Village

Bagongshan Mountain National
Geopark in Anhui

The Huainan Biota (700Ma-800Ma): Late
Precambrian-Cambrian strata and karst

Relic battlefield of the ancient Feishui War;
ancient Shouzhou Town, and Liu Art's Tomb

Fushan Mountain National Geopark in
Auhui

Unique caves and cliffs formed by weathering of
volcanic rocks

Old temples

Yardang National Geopark in
Dunhuang, Gansu

Yardang-type landform and black gobi

Thousand Buddhas Caves: Crescent Moon
Spring

Liujiaxia Dinosaur National
Geopark, Gansu

Dinosaur fossils and foot prints

Liujiaxia Power Station and Reservoir

Hexigten National Geopark in Inner
Mongolia

Granite peak forest landform; borderland between
desert and the Da Hinggan Mountains forest land;
grassland; Dali Lake; and dragon spruce (Picea
asperata) forest

Jinbian Castle; cliff carving and painting;
lifestyle of Mongolian nationality

Danxia Mountain National Geopark in
Guangdong

Place where the Danxia-type landform was named

Huguangyan National Geopark in
Zhanjiang, Guangdong

Volcanic landform; the Ma'er Lake

Place of ancient culture; engraving and
inscription on stone tablets by ancient
celebrities

Stone-flower Cave National Geopark
in Beijing

Limestone karst caves; various types of stalagmite
and stalactite; relic site of Peking Man in Fangsh

Numerous humanistic relic sites in the
western suburbs of Beijing

Silicified-wood National Geopark in
Yanqing. Beijing

Silicified wood buried in-situ

Abundant human relicts such as Guyaju
(Ancient CIiff Residence) in Yanqing

Changshan Mountain National
Geopark in Zhejiang

Ordovician Darrwillian stratotype boundary (GSSP)
and reef limestone karst

Taihu Lake scenic spot

Linhai National Geopark in Zhejiang

Cretaceous volcanic rocks; and caves formed by
weathering

Littoral culture and customs of the East
China Sea

Baishishan Mountain National
Geopark in Laiyuan, Hebei

Dolomite; columns of marble; peak landform;
springs; and the source of the Juma River

Ancient temples and pagodas; the Great
Wall; and ancient passes

Liujiang National Geopark in
Qinhuangdao, Hebei

Complete stratigraphic section of the northern part
of North China; granite peaks and hills; and caves

The Great Wall; holiday resort

Fuping Natural Bridge National
Geopark, Hebei

Locality of strata of the Fuping Group (2.8-2.5 Ga)

Relic sites of World War 1T and Civil
Revolutionary War

Hukou Waterfall National Geopark at
the Yellow River

The Hukou Waterfalls on the Yellow River;
di y structares

Relic site of World War 11

Xiong'ershan Mountain-Baodugu Na-
tional Geopark in Zaozhuang, Shandong

Limestone karst landform, caves, and valleys

Relic sites of ancient culture and battlefield

Shanwang National Geopark in
Shandong

Tertiary lacustrine sediments; fossils of vertebrates,
insects and fishes

Yi'ong National Geopark in Tibet

Modern glaciers, huge landslides, and barrier lakes

Cultures and customs of Tibetan nationality
in the south part of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau

Ziyuanshan National Geopark in
Guangxi

Jixian National Geopark in Tianjin =

Danxia-type landform

Lifestyle of Yao nationality

Mid-late Proterozoic type section in northern China

Huangyaguan Pass on the Great Wall; ancient
pagodas; temples
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Huangshan Mountain National Geopark, Anhui
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Dunhuang Yardang National Geopark, Gansu
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Hexigten National Geopark, Inner Mongolia
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Tengchong Volcano and Geotherm National Geopark, Yunnan
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Danxia Mountain National Geopark, Guangdong
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Hailuogou National Geopark, Sichuan
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Shanwang National Geopark, Shandong
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Jixian National Geopark, Tianjin
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Daduhe River Valley National Geopark, Sichuan
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Dajinhu Lake National Geopark, Fujian

AEEEZELERRARE

Yuntaishan Mountain National Geopark, Jiaozuo, Henan
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45
Liujiaxia Dinosaur National Geopark, Gansu
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Jiayin Dinosaur National Geopark, Heilongjiang
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Stone-Flower Cave National Geopark, Beijing
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‘ Changshan National Geopark, Zhejiang
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Laiyuan Baishishan Mountain National Geopark, Hebei
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Qiyunshan Mountain National Geopark, Anhui
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Liujiang National Geopark. Qinhuangdao, Hebei
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Hukou Waterfall National Geopark. Yellow River
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Huguangyan National Geopark, Zhanjiang, Guangdong
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Fuping Natural Bridge National Geopark, Hebei
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Anxian Bioherm National Geopark, Sichuan
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Xiong'ershan Mountain-Baodugu National Geopark, Zaozhuang, Shandong
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Fushan Mountain National Geopark, Anhui
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Yanqing Silicified Wood National Geopark, Beijing
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Baotianman National Geopark, Neixiang, Henan
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Linhai National Geopark, Zhejiang
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Luochuan Loess National Geopark, Shanxi
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Yi'ong National Geopark, Tibet
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Bagongshan Mountain National Geopark, South Anhui
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Feitianshan Mountain National Geopark, Chenzhou, Hunan
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Langshan Mountain National Geopark, Hunan
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Ziyuan National Geopark, Guangxi
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Huangshan Mountain National Geopark, Anhui
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The Huangshan Mountain National Geopark is situated in
the south Anhui, covering an area of about 154 kmi It is
characterized by the geological landscapes of granite peak
forest

This geopark is famed by its grand and steep mountains
with 72 peaks of over 1000m high. The tall whole geopark is
picturesque, with lofty and peculiar peaks, green and straight
pines, jagged rocks of grotesque shapes wide and imposing
cloud sea, as well as many gushing warm springs .

About 140Ma ago (Late Jurassic) | the hot magma invaded
upward along the weak zone of crust in the Huangshan Moun—
tain area. Around the 65Ma ago. the intrusive bodies made the
Huangshan Mountain strongly elevated. These intrusive bodies
and overlying cap rocks suffered weathering and erosion as the
intermittent elevations of the crust . Meanwhile, as the stresses
from all directions acted on these intrusive bodies, the joints of
all directions were occurred. Since the beginning of Quaternary
(2.6Ma ago), three eroded surfaces were formed by uplifting.
Due to the difference in mineral component and size, crystal—
lization grain size, anti—weathering capability and joint
characteristics - the uncanny morphology of the present Huangshan
Mountain was laﬂg‘ ped.
\gund the Limagiao  Tia
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Dunhuang Yardang National Geopark, Gansu
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The Dunhuang Yardang National Geopark is located about
180km northwest of Dunhuang City, Gansu. It covers an area
of 398 km?’. This geopark is characterized by the yardang
landforms | which are mainly derived from the wind erosion.

The ranged wind—eroded landforms of grotesque shapes
are widely distributed in the geopark. These yardangs are of an
infinite variety of strange and lifelike shapes, such as stone
yurt, camel, bird, horse, mankind, buddha and building, etc.
The whole scene is just like an ancient castle of Middle Ages.
While in night, the whistling of strong wind is just like the
roar of thousands of wild beasts so it is also called as the
"ghost city".

The geopark , belonging to a part of ancient Lop Nur lake,
is a desert plain, with full of sunshine but few rainfall. The
wind is always very strong, the wind—force grade is over 12
sometimes. The sedimentary rocks of fluvio—lacustrine facies
that construct the yardang landforms were deposited in the
Middle Pleistocene (about 700,000 years ago) with various
colors and developed horizontal and cross beddings. Due to the
horizontal distribution and developed vertical joints of most
rocks, the Yardang landforms were finally formed through a
long history of wind erosion.

The Dunhuang Yardang National Geopark is attracted by
its unique desert scenery, beautiful geological heritages and
ancient legends. Numerous nature—loving tourists come here

for exploring the mysteries of the nature.
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Mysterious castle landforms
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