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1. Bill Gates, the Richest of
the Rich

Bill Gates makes a better
chief software architect than
chief executive. The world’s
richest person for the

seventh consecutive year —

$58 billion — gave up the
top job early last year to brainstorm new products and
strategy. Now, this year Microsoft will roll out more
new products, including its first game platform, than
any other year in its 25-year history.

William (Bill) H. Gates is chairman and chief
software architect of Microsoft Corporation, the
worldwide leader in software, services and Internet
technologies for personal and business computing.
Microsoft had revenues of $22.96 billion for the fiscal
year ending June 2000, and employs more than 39,000
people in 60 countries.

Born on October 28, 1955, Gates and his two
sisters grew up in Seattle. Their father, William H. Gates

11, is a Seattle attorney. Their late mother, Mary Gates,
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was a schoolteacher, University of Washington regent,
and chairwoman of United Way International.

Gates attended public elementary school and the
private Lakeside School. There, he discovered his
interest in software and began programming computers
at age 13.

In 1973, Gates entered Harvard University as a
freshman, where he lived down
the hall from Steve Ballmer,
now Microsoft’s president and
chief executive officer. While
at Harvard, Gates developed a
version of the programming
language BASIC for the first
microcomputer — the MITS
Altair.

In his junior year, Gates

left Harvard to devote his energies to Microsoft, a
company he had begun in 1975 with his childhood
friend Paul Allen. Guided by a belief that the computer
would be a valuable tool on every office desktop and in
every home, they began developing software for
personal computers. Gates foresight and his vision for
personal computing have been central to the success of
Microsoft and the software industry.
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Under Gates’ leadership, Microsoft’s mission has
been to continually advance and improve software
technology, and to make it easier, more cost-effective
and more enjoyable for people to use computers. The
company is committed to a long-term view, reflected
in its investment of more than $4 billion on research
and development in the current fiscal year.

In 1999, Gates wrote Business @ the Speed of
Thought, a book that shows how computer technology
can solve business problems in fundamentally new
ways. The book was published in 25 languages and is
available in more than 60 countries. Business @ the
Speed of Thought has received wide critical acclaim,
and was listed on the best-seller lists of the New York
Times, USA Today, the Wall Street Journal and
Amazon.com. Gates’ previous book, The Road Ahead,
published in 1995, held the No. 1 spot on the New York
Times’ bestseller list for seven weeks.

Gates has donated the proceeds of both books to
non-profit organizations that
support the use of technology
in education and skills
development.

In addition to his love of

computers and software, Gates
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is interested in biotechnology. He sits on the board of
ICOS, a company that specializes in protein-based and
small-molecule therapeutics, and he is an investor in a
number of other biotechnology companies. Gates also
founded Corbis, which is developing one of the world’s
largest resources of visual information — a
comprehensive digital archive of art and photography
from public and private collections around the globe.
In addition, Gates has invested with cellular telephone
pioneer Craig McCaw in Teledesic, which is working
on an ambitious plan to employ hundreds of low-orbit
satellites to provide a worldwide two-way broadband
telecommunications service.

Philanthropy is also important to Gates. He and
his wife, Melinda, have endowed a foundation with
more than $21 billion to support philanthropic initiatives
in the areas of global health and learning, with the hope
that as we move into the 21st century, advances in these
critical areas will be available for all people. To date,
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation has committed
more than $2 billion to organizations working in global
health; more than $500 million to improve learning
opportunities, including the Gates Library Initiative to
bring computers, Internet Access and training to public
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States and Canada; more than $200 million to
community projects in the Pacific Northwest; and more
than $29 million to special projects and annual giving
campaigns.

Gates was married on Jan. 1, 1994, to Melinda
French Gates. The couple has two children: a daughter,
Jennifer Katharine Gates, born in 1996; and a son, Rory
John Gates, born in 1999.

Gates is an avid reader, and enjoys playing golf
and bridge.
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2. Bill Clinton: Eight Years Is
Too Short

When Americans cannot
decide between Al Gore and
George W. Bush for a new
president, probably Bill
Clinton is to blame. If the

U.S. constitution allowed
him a third term, the election results would have been
clearer. Not every American takes a liking to him,
though. The following are interesting remarks about the

ex-President.

Johnson's Comparison of Bill Clinton and George
W.Bush

The following comparison is more in favor of Bill
Clinton:

Now that this historic election process is coming
to a conclusion, for the sake of history, let’s do a
comparison between outgoing President, Bill Clinton,
and the man who will replace him, George W.Bush.

Bill Chinton is at the intellectual level of a Rhodes
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Scholar. George W.Bush is at the intellectual level of
Road Kill.

Bill Clinton is estranged from Hillary. George
W.Bush is estranged from Reality.

Bill Clinton likes being a big wheel inside the
Beltway. George W.Bush likes being drung drunk at
the wheel on the Beltway.

Bill Clinton’s anti-drug proposal will have a
positive effect on the economy of Columbia. George
W.Bush’s personal drug habits once had a positive effect
on the economy of Columbia.

Bill Clinton's brother stole 15 minutes of fame.
George W.Bush’s brother stole 15 thousand votes.

Bill Clinton manipulates the English language to
persuade the public. George W.Bush mangles the
English language to the amusement of journalists.

Bill Clinton, as an investor, believes in Whitewater
real estate. George W.Bush, as an investor,believes in
Whites-only real estate.

Bill Clinton: wife is in the Senate. George W.Bush:
wife is barefoot and pregnant.

Bill Clinton, as a Boomer child,watched “Howdy
Doody”. George W.Bush, as a Boomer child, had the
personality of Howdy Doody.

Bill Clinton believes that young people should



