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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION -
TEMPLE OF QUANZHOU
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TO KAIYUAN



A Brief Introduction to Kai-

yuan Temple of Quanzhou

Kaiyuan Temple, situated in the centre of Quan-—
zhou (known as ‘Colanut Town’ in the olden days),
is the gem of this ancient city, Built in the Tang Dy~
nasty (686 A D), it has a long history of 1,300
years, Occupying a floorspace of 50 mu (about 9
acres), with banyan and bodli t'rees setting off the ma-
gnificent halls, it is one of the biggest Buddhist tem~
ples of Fujian Province, The existing main palace,
Daxiong Precious Palace (also called One-hundred-
pillar Palace) was rebuilt in the Ming Dynasty, more
than 600 years ago. In the Palace, Buddhas rare in
China as the ‘Buddhas of Five Directions’ and ‘God-
dess of Mercy’ are kept, On its main pillars are
carved the Musical-sound Birds and Musical-sound
Celestial Ladies \fvhich are seldom seen in China,
Sfbred idn-the Sutra: (Library are more than 37,000 co-
-pies of Dajan Sutras of various editions, including
Chinese ancient editions and the ‘Swastika(f¢)Dajan
Sutras’ presented by Japan, all extremely rare and
precious, Apart from these, 'there are also dozens of

priceless Buddhist images of various sizes.




Towering on either side of the main palace of
Kaiyuan Temple are the two existing highest stone
pagodas in China, that is, the world-famous ‘Twin
Pagodas of Colanut Town’, The east one, called Zhen-
guo Pagoda, measures 48,24 metres in height, and
the west one, called Renshou Pagoda, 44,06 metres,
were all built in the style imitating a wood architec-
ture of octagonal, 5-storeyed pavilion, The Indian
monk Tien Xi took part in the work, These Twin
Pagodas were built of granite, seven hundred and
thirty-odd years ago, They experienced numerous at-
tacks of typhoon and earthquakes (including the big
one of 8th scale in 1604) and are still standing rock
firm,

The average circumference of the pagodas is more
than 40 metres, On all sides of these two pagodas,
there are multiform and lifelike inscriptions of 160
images of about two metres high and animals such as
dragons, lions, deers, birds, and flowers and plants,

Kaiyuan Temple is world-famous for its grand
scale, extraordinary appearance, neat arrangement and
exquisite buildings, With the daily development and
prosperity of Quanzhou, Kaiyuan Temple is drawing
more and more tourists, overseas Chinese compatriots
and foreign friends to come for sightseeing.

Welcornie to Kaiyuan Temple of Quanzhou
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