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Hi!

Welcome to the Midwest. My name is Will. I am going
to show you around the region'. We will visit the states
of Minnesota?, Wisconsin®, Michigan*, Ohio®, Indiana®,
Illinois’, Missouri®, Iowa®, Kansas'®, Nebraska'', South
Dakota, and North Dakota'?. That’s a lot of states!

We have a whole lot of traveling ahead. First, we will
explore'?® what the land of the Midwest is like. I’ll show
you some of the biggest lakes and darkest caves'* that

you’ve ever seen. Then we’ll see what kinds of jobs
people have in the Midwest. We’ll meet some special
Midwesterners and see how they live and have fun. I
hope you enjoy the trip. Let’s go!

1. region . 3th (X
2. Minnesota BAfE ARk M
3. Wisconsin BT R E M
4. Michigan = RAR M
5. Ohio LE3E |
6. Indiana ENSE Z 4l At
7. Hinois FFREFEM
8. Missouri EHEM
9. lowa EEM
10. Kansas SRR ET A
11. Nebraska [ekizE o2 iyt
12. North Dakota . X SLT
13. explore " R BE
o e s




mm\mmm\m\\mm’:t\ j

\

[
MONTANA [ .-/

!
White Bytte
3,506 ft (1,069 m)

x

& C
bl s
Fney Peak
2 % (2,207 m)

]
17

A

\gPierre. SOUTH

WYOMING | DAKOTA

"MICHIGAN

sand o Hiyy,

TOWA

& Lansing

arles Mound |
1,235 ft (376 m)

50426 ft (1854 m)= B e A SRA

ot L et

e
1

1,257 ft (383 m) x

& Des Moines }

c N T
L O

R AL INDIANA
W L A ND'S

#ILLINOIS

Campbell Hill .-

1,670 ft (508 m)
1,550 ft (472 m),
Mt. Sunflower

Lincoln 4 \\
4,039 {t (1,231 m)

Smoky Hills
KANSAS

COLORADO «+Springfield |

Topeka,

ey Red Hills KENTUCKY
MEXICO

oM 150

O KM 200

Alber Equal-Area Projection |

State capital

OKLAHOMA

CANADA

VIRGINIA

NORTH
CAROLINA

\




Chapter 1
£ — =

3

The Flattest
The Midwest is the flattest region in the United
States. It is the only one with no mountain ranges'.

The Biggest

Nebraska has the biggest area of sand dunes’ in North
America. The dunes are usually covered with grass.
But in dry times the grass dies. Then the wind moves
the sand dunes, slowly burying® anything in their
path*!

The Wettest

The Midwest has more lakes than any other region
in the country. Minnesota has about 22,000 lakes.
Michigan has about 11,000 lakes. Wisconsin has
about 15,000 lakes.
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A Really Big
Sandpile

A great place to
visit is Sleeping
Bear Dunes’? by
Lake Michigan.

The glaciers left
enormous’™ heaps™
of sand and gravel™
here. Long ago, A
one really big

sand dune was
shaped like a
sleeping bear!
That’s how the

park got its name.

Lakes Great and Small

We’ll begin our travels in Minnesota. We can see lakes everywhere. But it
doesn’t rain much here. Do you know where all this water came from? Think
ice! About 18,000 years ago, all of Minnesota and most of the rest of the
Midwest was covered with ice almost two miles thick! If you stood on top of
that much ice, you would be about 10,000 feet above sea level'!

A huge mass of ice like that is called a glacier?. The glaciers were 10,000
feet thick and thousands of miles across. Imagine? all that ice melting*! All of
these lakes are what’s left of those glaciers.

The Great Lakes® are the largest group of freshwater® lakes in the world.
They were once even bigger, back when the glaciers were melting. There are
five Great Lakes in all. From largest to smallest they are Lake Superior’,
Lake Huron?, Lake Michigan, Lake Erie®, and Lake Ontario'®. The biggest
one, Lake Superior, is the largest freshwater lake in the world.
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Missouari River

Flat Plains' and Big Rivers

Today, most of the Midwest is flat. But the region wasn’t always this flat.
Can you guess what scraped? and squashed?® it as flat as a pancake*? The
glaciers, of course! Glaciers flattened® the hills and filled in the valleys.
Farmers here thank those glaciers because flat land is easy to farm. The
glaciers left behind lots of good soil, too.

Look at the map on page 6. You’ll see that many big rivers flow through
the Midwest. The Ohio River forms a boundary® between the Midwest and
the Southeast. It flows by the states of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. The
Ohio River flows into an even bigger river, the Mississippi. When a smaller
river flows into a bigger river, it is called a tributary’. The Ohio River is a
tributary of the Mississippi River®.

The biggest tributary of them all is the Missouri River. People around
here call it the “Big Muddy®.” It is thick with mud—bits of rock carried all
the way from the Rocky Mountains'® out west.
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Lake Iltasca’

Fun Facts

The place where a river
begins is called its
source'!. The source of
the Mississippi River

is Lake Itasca™ in
Minnesota. The lake
was named by Henry
Schoolcraft back in the
days when explorers™
could name places
whatever they chose.
The name is short for
veritas caput, which
means ‘true head

or source”in Latin™!




Spelunking?

If you like exploring
caves, you'll like
spelunking. To go
spelunking means
to go exploring
underground in

a cave! It can be
very exciting
crawling® through
mysterious
passageways

and finding new
chambers?.However,
always go with an
experienced group.
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The Badlands' .
What do you think a place called the “badlands” might be like? We’re now

in South Dakota’s big Badlands. The landforms? here are sharp and jagged’.
Deep gullies®, or long, narrow ditches®, have been cut into the landscape®.
The badlands are very dry. You have to search to find a plant or an animal
here. The Native Americans and trappers’ of long ago named this area
“badlands” because it was so hard to cross.

This area did not always look like this. Once, lots of animals lived here.
There were large cats with enormous fangs® called saber-toothed cats®.
Camels lived here too, but they were about the size of dogs. Do you know
how I know all this? I've seen these animals’ fossils'®. Fossils are the skel-
etons!! or remains'? of ancient plants and animals pressed into rock. You
can find fossils of all kinds of plants and animals here.

Caves
Next we’re going to visit Wind Cave'®. You will need to put on a jacket

because it’s always a nice cool 53° in here. Don’t explore here alone. It is
one of the bewildering'* “maze'® caves.” It’s easy to get lost in it. Over 90
miles of passageways'® have been explored in this cave.

When you explore the cave, hang on to your hats'’! The wind coming in
and going out of the cave can reach 70 miles an hour! Do you know how to
whistle'8? Wind Cave does. The wind going in and out of the mouth of the
cave whistles!

If you like Wind Cave, you’ll like touring nearby Jewel Cave'. It con-
tains one of the longest cave systems (over 110 miles) in the United States.
You’ll especially like the crystal® “jewels” that decorate the cave’s walls.
It’s the “jewels” that gave the cave its name.

This visit to the caves ends our tour of the land. Let’s now travel the
highways to see how Midwesterners use the land and the region’s many

resources.
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Pouring' molten? iron into a
steelmaking furnace?® at
Bethlehem Steel in Indiana
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The Biggest

One of the world’s largest open pit' iron mines
operates” near Hibbing?, Minnesota. It is nearly
5 miles long, 1 mile wide, and 500 feet deep.

The Tallest
The tallest building in the United States is in
Chicago*. It is the Sears Tower’, 110 stories or

1,454 feet tall.

The Most

* More cars and trucks are made in Michigan
cities, such as Detroit and Flint’, than in any
other state.

* Because Kansas is the nation’s top wheat-
growing state, it has been called the “Bread-
basket® of America.”
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