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1 Scarface

(America)

Once upon a time, there was a rich merchant who
had a daughter. She was a very beautiful and smart
young girl. Many young men wanted to marry her. Al-
though some of them were rich, handsome ,and brave,
the girl didn’t want to marry any of them. “Must [ mar-

1y already?”she asked her parents. “I’'m young and I

have a rich father and mother. I'm used to our home.

Why do you worry about me?”

One night, the young men held a dance around the
campfire. They dressed carefully in their best animal
skins, and each one tried to dance better than the oth-
ers. After dancing, some of them asked the girl to mar-
ry them, but she refused all of them. Her father felt
doubtful. “Why do you say no? All the best young men
have asked you. ” ;

“Father] Please don’t be angry with me. I shall
tell you the truth. The Sun told me that I mustn’t mar-
ty. The Sun said that I must do what he tells me to
do.”

Her father said, “We must always obey the Sun.”
From then on , they talked no more about it.

There was also a young man who was very poor.
His father, mother and all of his relatives had gone to
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Heaven. He had no tent to live in, and no wife to make
his clothes. Although he was handsome, he had a long
ugly scar(1. n. 4598) on his face, and his clothes were
always old and poor. The people called him Scarface.

After the young men had danced, some of them
met Scarface. They laughed at him. “Have you asked
the beautiful girl to marry you because you are so rich
and handsome?” they asked , smiling.

Scarface said seriously, “I shall do it. 1 shall go
and ask her.” All the other young men laughed and
laughed.

Scarface went down to the river. He waited there
until the girl came to get water. “Please,” he said,

“wait. I want to speak to you. You look so beautiful as

you stand there in the sun. ”She looked at him careful-

ly. “I heard that you don’t want to marry one of those
who are handsome and rich and brave. I have no tent,
no food, no nice clothes. Although I'm poor, and I
have an ugly scar on my face, I still must ask you this
question. Will you be my wife9”

The girl thought and soon said, “True, I do not
want to marry one of those rich and handsome young
men. Now a poor one has asked me, and I am glad.
You are poor because you have no family. My family is
very large. My father can give you dogs. My mother
can sew skins together to make us a tent. My people
can give us clothes. ”

The young man was so happy in his heart that he
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wanted to kiss her, but she said, “Wait. The Sun has
said to me that I may not marry yet, So you must go to
the Sun to tell him that you want me for your wife and
ask him to take the scar from your face so that 1 will
know you have seen him. You must find him by your-
self. ” And then she left him.

Scarface sat down and covered his head with his
hands while he thought about what to do. Then, with a
great hope, he got up and left the camp of his people.
For many days he traveled along rivers, and over
mountains. He ate only berries and roots.

One day, he found a beautiful bow and some ar-
rows on his path, but he didn’t touch them. He walked
carefully around them and traveled farther. Then he
met a strange young man. The stranger asked, “Did
you see my bow and arrows on the path?”

“Yes, ”said Scarface, “I saw them but I didn’t take
them because I thought someone had left them there. ”

The young man said, “That is good. You are not a
thief. What’s your name?”

“Scarface. ”

“Where are you going?”

“To visit the Sun. ”

“My name is Morning Star, and the Sun is my fa-
ther. Come with me. I’ll take you to our tent. ”

Soon they came tp the Sun’s tent. It was very
large, and there were many beautiful pictures of
strange animals on it. Morning Star said, “Do not be
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afraid, my friend. ”
They went in. Someone was sitting inside the
tent. It was the Moon, Morning Star’s mother. She

gave Scarface something to eat. Then the Sun returned

home. At the doorway he stopped and said, “I smell a

person. ”

“Yes, Father,” said Morning Star, “A good young
man has come to see you. I know he is good because he
found my beautiful bow and arrows on the path and did
not touch them, ”

The Sun came in and sat down. “Tell me now,
what can I do for you?”he asked.

“I'm here to ask you for the hand of (2. phrase [f]
3R ) the most beautiful girl in the land,” said Scar-
face, “Please help me. I asked her to marry me, and
she almost nodded her head, but she told me that she
belongs to you. ”

“Then I’ll give her to you. Now she is yours , *said
the Sun, “I know that she’s a good woman, and the
Sun helps all good women. They and their husbands
and children will live a long time. ”

Then the Sun put a strong medicine on the young
man’s face, and the scar disappeared.

Before Scarface returned home, the Moon gave him
some fine clothes. She cried and kissed him, and called

him, “My son. ” Morning Star showed him a short path

to take to his home.

The rich and handsome young men were rather
5



surprised when Scarface returned to the camp. He was
clothed in fine skins and carried a wonderful bow and
some arrows from Morning Star. Some of these young
men shouted, “Scarface is here again. But he is not
poor now. ” All the excited people ran out of their
tents to see him. “Where did you go?” they asked,
“Where did you get those beautiful things?” He did not
answer them.

In the crowd stood the beautiful young woman. He
said to her, “The path was very long, but I finally
found the Sun. ” She saw that the ugly scar was gone
away from his face. “The Sun said that you may be my
wife and he would help good women and their husbands
and children,” he said.

And so they were married, and the Sun gave them
a long life. They were never sick. When they were very
old, one morning their children came to call them,
“Wake up. Get up and eat. ” But they didn’t answer. In
the night their souls had quietly gone to Heaven.

Exercises

I . Comprehension Questions :

1. Why did the rich merchant worry about his
daughter?

2. What reason did the beautiful girl give to his fa-
ther?

3. Why did people call the young man Scarface?

4. What was Scarface’s life like?
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5. When Scarface asked the beautiful girl to be his

wife, what were her terms for their marriage?

6. How many family members did the Sun have?
Who were they?

7. Why did Morning Star introduce Scarface to the
Sun?

8. What presents did the Suns give to Scarface?

I . Translation from English inte Chinese .

1.

“Must I marry already?”she asked her parents.

“I’'m young and I have a rich father and mother.

I’'m used to our home. Why do you worry about

me?”

. “Please,” he said, “wait. I want to speak to you.
You look so beautiful as you stand there in the
sun. ”

. Then the Sun returned home. At the doorway he
stopped and said, “I smell a person.”

. Morning Star showed him a short path to take to

his home.

X . Discussion Topics:

1. What can you conclude about Scarface’s charac-
ter? Give some examples to support your an-
swer.

2. What are the most important factors in a mar-

riage according to your own opinion?



Key to the exercises

I . Comprehension Questions :

1. Because the rich merchant’s daughter, the beau-
tiful girl, didn’t want to marry any of the rich,
handsome, and brave young men.

2. She told her father that she must not marry and
she must do what the Sun told her to do , be-
cause she belongs to the Sun.

3. Because on the young man’s face there was an
ugly long scar.

4. He was very poor. He had no tent, no food, no
clothes and no relatives.

5. She asked Scarface to get the Sun’s permission
for their marriage and request the Sun to take
the scar from his face.

6. Three. They were the Sun, Moon and Morning
Star.

7. Because Morning Star regarded Scarface as a
good man for he didn’t touch his beautiful bow
and arrows on the path.

8. The Sun gave a wife to Scarface and took the
scar from his face; the Moon gave him some fine
clothes; Morning Star gave him a wonderful
bow and some arrows.

I . Translation from English into Chinese .
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2 The Happy Prince

(England)

There was once a prince who had everything he
wanted ,so he was never sad, and he never cried. Be-
cause of this,he was called the Happy Prince. But, one
day he died. His people made a statue of him, which
stood on the top of a tall pillar in the middle of the city.
The statue was made of Zead (1.n. %) ,and was covered
all over with thin leaves of gold. For the eyes it had
two bright blue jewels, and there was a large red jewel
on the hilt (2.n. ) of its sword. It was very beautiful
and looked just like the Happy Prince.

Now in that country, the winters were very cold,
and every autumn the swallows flew away to a warmer
place where the sun shone. This year,one night a little
swallow flew over the city. All the other swallows had
flown to warmer places on their long wings but he had
stayed behind. He arrived at the city at night. “Where
can Istay ?7” he said. “ | hope there is some place where
I can stay tonight. ”

Then he saw the statue.

“I"ll stay there,” he said. “It’s high up,with plen-
ty of fresh air. ” He came down just between the feet of
the Happy Prince.

“What a golden bedroom 1 have!” he said,as he
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