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- ABSTRACT -

ABSTRACT

A Study of the Music of The Theravada
Buddhist Festival Ritual Performance of Dai
Ethnic Nationality in Yunnan
by Yang Minkang

The Daizu is one of ethinic nationalities of China. They live mainly
in the Xishuanbanna Daizu Autonomous Prefecture and the Dehong
Jingpozu — Daizu Autonomous Prefecture of Yunnan Province in Southwest
China. Outside of China, They also distribute over several Southeast
Asian countries, including Burma, Thailand, Vietnam and Laos. Dai’s
religious culture is Theravada Buddhism. Dai people once practiced many
religious ceremonies and festivals such as the Varsika festival and Sankan
festival. Owing to political — economic reasons, majority of these religious
ceremonies and festivals have become secular activities. The Varsika
festival, however, is still surviving as a purely religious festival, and the
rich contents of its ritual music have been well preserved.

This dissertation consists the following: (1) a brief description of
the author’ s field work experience and the state of research in this subject
area; (2) an ethnographic account of ritual music of the Dai festivals;
(3) an analysis of the music repertory and regional stylistic traits of the
Varsika ritual festival; (4) discussion of the diachronic relationship
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