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Written dedication by Joachim Broudre-Groger,
Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany,
for the book “Wirtschaft und Markt Deutschlands”

When our two countries established diplomatic relations in 1972,
more than thirty years ago, bilateral trade was modest and there was
no talk of investment. Since that time, Sino-German economic rela-
tions have developed at breath-taking pace. The most spectacular
current bilateral project is the first commercial application of the
Transrapid (maglev) magnetic levitation technology in Shanghai.
German businesses have a good reputation in China, their products
carry some of the best known trade-marks in the country. Our
chemical industry is involved in the implementation of projects worth
billions.

The People’s Republic of China has become Germany’ s most signifi-
cant trading partner in Asia. Germany is the biggest European trad-
ing partner in China and has in the past years also become the prime
European investor. But China’s successes are also worth mention:
Chinese traders have conquered the German market at maglev
speed; they now supply more than 100 times more goods to Ger-
many than they did in 1972.

In my many conversations as Ambassador 1 have discovered that the
Chinese have a tremendous interest in Germany, which is recipro-
cated. Chinese firms, increasingly integrated in the world economy,
are keen to gain a foothold in the largest and most important Euro-
pean market. This book makes an important contribution towards
explaining access to “Germany as a business location” to the Chi-

nese, and as such invites them to approach the German market.
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