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The Enchanting Cangshan Mountain and Erhai Lake
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"A land of the wind, flower, snow, and moon
and a town with the landscape of mountains and
waters.” This is a succinct summary of the
landscape of the Dali Bai Ethnic Autonomous
Prefecture in Yunnan Province.

Dali has been a famous tourist attraction since
ancient times. At the end of the 13th century, Marco
Polo, an Italian traveler from Venice, reached Dali
during his tour of the Eurasia. Xu Xiake, a well-
known traveler of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644)
stayed in Dali for haif a year when he visited the
famous mountains and waters throughout the
country. Here, the landscapes, natural and man-
made, blend in perfect harmony to present
charming and mysterious sights.

The unique characteristics of the landscape in
Dali give people keen enjoyment. Cangshan
Mountain and Erhai Lake that add radiance and
beauty to each other turns Dali into a fairyland. All
the scenic spots have their own special features.
These include the wind at Xiaguan, the flowr of
Shangguan, snow on Cangshan Mountain, and the
moon in Erhai Lake.

The wind at Xiaguan is the source of the wind
in Cangshan Mountain and at Erhai Lake. Both the
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duration and force of the wind are rare in the world.
Moderate and strong wind blows for more than 35
days in a year. Strong western wind prevails in
winter and spring, and its velocity averages 4.2
meters/second, with the maximum velocity
reaching force 10. Western monsoons blow at the
end of summer and the beginning of autumn. The
wind does not carry sand with it. Instead, it is
refreshing and sometimes even helps the people
clean their environment.

The flower of Shanggun was named after a
strange flowering plant whose flowers are as big
as lotus seedpods and the nuts of its fruit could be
made into strings of beads worn at court. In fact,
the flower represents various exotic flowers in the
area. Dali enjoys a mild climate, suitable for the
growth of flowering plants. Since ancient times,
the local people have had a custom of raising
flowers. Water flows in front of the households,
and every family has flower pots at home. The area
of Dali is known far and wide for the great variety
of flowers, including camellia, azalea, and orchid.
There are more than 40 varieties of camellia. The
Chaohua (Worshipping-the-Flower) Festival is held
every year in Dali.

The snow on Cangshan Mountain is
magnificent and remains unmelted even in the
summer. There is a great disparity in elevation, and
the weather is changeable. Sometimes snow on the
mountain is as pure and clean as a jade palace,

sometimes it dances in the wind to present a
majestic view.

The moon in Erhai Lake refers to the moon
reflected on the smooth Erhai Lake as if there has
been another bright moon rising in the water. People
of the local Bai ethnic group call the moon's
reflection the Golden Moon. There are quite a few
folktales about the moon in Erhai among the local
people.

Cangshan Mountain and Erhai Lake that set

" off well each other add much to the landscape in

Dali. The top of the mountain is under white snow
that lingers in the summer. The green land dotted
with flowering plants extends to horizon. Camellia
and azalea blossoms sway in the wind. When the
wind subsides and the waves calm down, a bright
moon is reflected in Erhai Lake. When the wind
comes, Erhai Lake is a scene of silver-white waves.

Cangshan Mountain, also called Diancang
Mountain, is the main peak at the southern end of
the Yunling Mountains. Cangshan Mountain
extends over 50 kilometers from south to north,
with an elevation of 3,500 meters. The highest point
is 4,122 meters. The mountain that stands like a
screen consists of 19 peaks with 18 streams flowing
swiftly downhill between the peaks. Each of the
peaks and streams features its own scenic spots.
These include the three-tiered Qingbi Stream, the
Fengyan Cave with precipitous cliffs, the
enchanting and tranquil Qilongnu Pool as well as
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the Xima, Huanglong, and Heilong pools and other
alpine morainal lakes. The landscape and climate
change with the rise in elevations. The snow-capped
mountain top shines under a blue sky. Slopes
halfway up the mountain that are enveloped in cloud
are home to exotic flowering plants and rare trees
and are called a natural alpine botanical garden.
Lying at the foot of the mountain is Erhai Lake, a
charming alpine freshwater lake. It was called
Yeyuze, Kunmichuan, or Xi'erhe in historical
records. The lake stretches for 41.5 kilometers from
south to north and 3 to 9 kilometers from east to
west and has a water surface of 251 square
kilometers in the shape of a crescent around
Cangshan Mountain. Men of letters in ancient times
often referred the mountain and the lake to as Yo'er
Yincang, meaning Jade Erhai Lake and Silver-
White Cangshan Mountain. The lake is composed
of three islets, four sand bars, five lakes (swamps),
nine turns. Of which Jinsuo, Yuji, and Chiwen islets
are the best spots to explore seclusion. When
viewed from the north, the lake is a vast expanse
of misty water. When viewed from a spot in the
west, it 1ooks like a crescent dotted with white boats
in the morning sun or with the silhouette of strange-
shaped mountain peaks reflected on the water
surface in the evening glow when fish is swimming
in the water and birds are singing.

The area around Erhai Lake is where the
ancestors of the Bai ethnic group settled. More than

30 cultural sites belonging to the Neolithic and
Bronze ages have been discovered at the lakesides
and the surrounding mountain slopes. No wonder
people call Erhai Lake the cradle of the Bai minority

group.
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A winter scene of Cangshan Mountain.
(P6-P7 E) & E#5 BUDERE |
(P6-P7) Cangshan Mountain and Erhai Lake. \
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The three pagodas in the evening glow.
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rotto on Shibao Mountain.
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Tianjing Pavilion.
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Jinding (Golden Summit) on Jizu Mountain.
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Scenic Attractions
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Located at where intersection of the Central
Yunnan Plateau and the Western Yunnan Valley
meet, the Dali Bai Ethnic Autonomous Prefecture
stretches for nearly 30,000 square kilometers in
area. The Yunling and Nushan mountains extend
from north to south, while the Lancang River cuts
through the mountains from the northeast to the
south to form deep valleys and the Jinsha River
winds its way through the mountains and fertile
fields in the northeast. Cangshan Mountain that
rises like a man's back and Erhai Lake known as a
pearl inlaid in the highland form the central part of
the prefecture. Basins or bazi as they are called
locally and lakes of every size are scattered all over
in the mountain valleys. The landscape of Dali has
both the charm of the scenery in southern China
and the majesty of the scenery in western China.
There are the Cangshan and Erhai National Nature
Reserve; the Dali National Scenic Resort; Dali and
Weishan, two top historical and cultural cities of
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