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Foreword

By Dr Gro Harlem Brundtland, Director—General of the World Health Organization

A decade after the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, the notion of sustainable development is universally accepted.
We have seen some significant progress on environmental issues, including new global conventions, reduced pollution
in many countries and greater awareness of the value and importance of sound environmental policies. As the long list

of agreements in this Yearbook bear witness to, a legal international framework for environmental protection is slowly
but surely being built.

We can all agree that progress is 100 slow. The signs of environmental degradation and abject poverty are constantly
urging us to move faster. The clock is ticking, giving us no rest. We are still far from the point where human activity is
adjusted to the limits of what our global environment can support. We have still not reached a point where we can fuifil

our needs in a world free from poverty without compromising future generations’ ability to do the same.

During my 30 years in national and international decision-making, two principles have stood out as crucial to achieving
results: the need for unbiased, scientific evidence, and the need for collaboration that reaches across traditional barriers
to bring together unorthodox partners. Only arguments that are based on solid evidence are able to withstand the tough
scrutiny and confrontation that form the political process. And only broad collaborations and commitments from

several parties can turn political decisions into productive results.

This is what makes the Yearbook of International Co-operation on Environment and Development such an important
tool for researchers and decision-makers alike. It is a child of the spirit and determination of the Rio Conference ten
years ago to make a difference. It aims to present a clear overview over ongoing international collaboration in the field
of sustainable development. In addition, it provides thoughtful analysis and assessment of the progress made to date. It

demonstrates the international community’s position on specific problems. It outlines the obstacles to effective

international solutions and it charts the way to overcome them.
As we renew our commitments to our common future at this year’s World Summit on Sustainable Development in

Johannesburg, the emphasis must be on results. The Yearbook will continue to be a valuable assessment of the extent to
which we succeed in this endeavour.
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Foreword

The World Summit on Sustainable Development is an important milestone in 2002. The Summit will spur the

public debate and increase the demand for reliable environmental information.

Good decisions are based on good information. Environmental issues are typically of a complex nature, and
frequently have causes and impacts that extend across large areas, often crossing borders. The review of, and updated

information on the most important international agreements presented in this book is a proof of the extensive efforts
made to deal with these challenges.

Reliable environmental information is of great significance for awareness raising, public participation and the
advancement of environmental issues in the political debate. The articles written by independent experts offer in this
book an assessment of environmental policy and negotiations of environmental agreements that should be taken as a

basis for further discussion of important areas like global environmental governance, transboundary pollution,
hazardous waste and management of fisheries.

The present Chinese edition of the Green Globe Yearbook of International Co-operation on Environment and
Development should enable the book to reach a wide readership so that environmental researchers and policy-makers,

together with the public can benefit.

I am pleased that the bilateral environmental co-operation between China and Norway can contribute to

environmental discussion and policy development in an important country like China.

Minister of the Environment
Oslo, June 2002
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