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A Brush with the Law

Main Idea

The author narrates his only experience of having been in trouble
with the law. By telling why he was arrested and how he was released,
he exposes that neither the police nor the solicitor nor the magistrate
dealt with the matter based on the fact or reasons, which was shocked
him at that time and has disturbed him for long, though he was free
without a criminal record. If he had come from a different back-
ground, chances are that he would have been found guilty. What he is
trying to reveal here is that the law enforcement somtimes may be un-
just, even, the law itself may be unjust.

fEE PR THBREBRRAEMUNBW TEE - —KEH. Edird
fib o fe] 0 B, NI BEECR RB AR R ER . BITEREE . BA
DAS s PRy B i R IE R b B S, BRI AR T . A H
fEEYR BB R FHRALODREMER MEAL S TH T
RORE, RTBEBEAR. XEM4KABRIEFRTRARL
E.XERBEETERAALE.

Key Structures;

1. It turned out there had been a lot of petty thefts in the area, partic-
ularly that of stealing milk bottles from doorsteps.  JF4¥ [FU¥E 23X -
HE, X—w XK B /MMM RAERE BHUNITITE B L
EFEPHRART HRE.

(1) It turns out + noun-clause
(@ It so happens thates  JRSER oo
It turns out that something unexpected have turned up. J&
REEAT ERADIMHER.
It turned out that the middle-aged man was George’s father.
SR ARA 4R AN R TFIE I ALK
@It proves that. ..in the end BJFiEH R«
It turned out that the report was unfounded. X i§EIEHE
BAREN .
It turned out that things didn’t go smooth for them. BJGiE
BR 47 4% 3F R I A A
®1It is found out in the end thate HRRE - BEXHE
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It turns out that this method does not work well.  ZEEEX
—HRFAREL.

It turned out that her guess was right. 25 R Ay F R R
&,

(2) petty thefts: small/minor crimes, misdemeanors of taking
someone else’s property {rom a place ¥ fib A WA 4 ¥ 5258
(3) that of stealing milk bottles f{i14-§3#RM (@)

@ that pron. 84X petty thefts.

@ that of stealing milk bottles: petty thefts of stealing milk
bottles, not other things F IS4G, WA R H &
B8 MatTR.

2. Given the obscure nature of the charge, I feel sure that if I had
come from a different background, and had really been unem-
ployed, there is every chance that I would have been found guilty.

M RIERAX R AR B RE, BEE, mREHGT
H—RERAKE, THREARKT U, BRRETEEBAARE
. ’

(D)Given Bl 58 F HEIRIE, 1 feel sure that- X F 43

4. W that I BEBERAREHT 5t A $ LM E

B &4, B A ER 4 8% there is every chance that i 3#l, A 1

would have been found guilty.

(2) Given + noun-phrase [iX—4%L B T4 FHITFk, 24
HRiE, K BR T IER YA T IE--B
@ given [fEX A4 b friF, EBHM YT considering; i
one takes into account JE B ; {8 MUFE; FEF|
Given their inexperience, they've done a good job. {1
BHZRTE, TR,
Given the obscure nature of the charge M XK 15 FER
HWHAFRKRE: BRI ERNEHEE

@given H fEAr B, 3 /5 1 5] B8R chat &), £5 8] 7R & fF AR

B RN MR, R
Given that & equals 30°, then &' equals 60°. MR T =

30°, B 4 ' =60°,
Given that x equals 9, it follows that 10 times x equals 90.
EH x=9,A 410x=90,
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@ given [FEXMFEHFHE 208, ERARAIEN: il al-
lowed; if provided with {RWM%TF; £4E; £#&H -HHER
T
Given the same opportunity, she might well have become an
outstanding artist. WRBUUFEERMYLE, REBRAT

BESBA—ITARENEREN,
Given good health, 1 hope to finish my novel this year.
REBREN T, BRAEDSFERBERIB IR

HE:

Given plenty of labour, the job will be completed on schedule.
MRREETS G5 3 1, X T TR RN 52 /L . (&)

Given plenty of labour, the job was completed on schedule.
HTRETRINHEN N XM IARNS TR T . JRED

(3) -+ there is every chance that I would have been found

guilty, ARETLVRESHEAT R,
(D there is every chance thats=+; it is very likely that+-;
chances are that--» SE£WA[RE; RAfE
Given time, there is every chance that he will make a
first-class swimmer. FH4fbiiE, b ZE £ SERR
P—RABEKAEF .
Come tonight, there is every chance that you’ll see him
at the party. A H¥IE, KBRS HERLSET
fit.
(2 be {ound guilty: be determined and declared guilty ¥
INEHEHRAE
-+ 1 would have been found guilty [ %3k it £k 4
P AR L A, E R R LB

Special Difficulties .

I

A Brush with the Law 3% /W]

brush ». . « bred contact ‘cavounters short, sharp fight  #38 ; B
I N B s

have a brush with & o (%) M8 / 88 [/ R

Mr. Mabel fad u brush wick the police / the Customs man / the
enemy. IFAREES R BREANR S BAKEBE /Db
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The bus happened to crash into a train and he had a narrow brush
with death., AFRERTEAXEHE, #2h TE -G EZHH#
LB B8
. What makes it rather disturbing was the arbitrary circumstances
both of my arrest and my subsequent fate in court. 4 AFRAE
AR BBl 0 R o i 1 A R B S B L LT B R R R T 2
G {01 R
(1) arbitrary a. : without information; having no reason; based on
one’s own opinion rather than reason TGIE&EHEELH; THH
B R THH
Dictators are arbitrary rulers. B EIHREWMHRIEE.
I didn’t know anything about any of the books so my choice
was quite arbitrary. BRI EEH— A, BrLARMGERHE
ER.

(2) circumstances n .
" (@D (usu. pl.) conditions, facts, etc. connect with an event or
aperson SEEHHFEAFXMNEL FELF
There are complicated circumstances behind the matter.
XAtEEEEHELE 2.
The circumstances forced me to accept a very low price
when 1 sold the house. 4B EAR B8 6 , 3 LUK AR H9 A 48
IR TIREET.
The circumstances at home left me with no alternative. X B
R R B AR EN R,
@ (pl.) financial conditions AR ; FHE, BEH
Her circumstances had never been good enough for her
hopes to be realized. M1 225 R B A & LU b 9 A
BRUEA,
He seems to be in easy circumstances since he had his pay
increase. E¥ME RKBFHHIL LT /MRERE.
@ BT THRIE:
in / under + a. -+ circumstances F7E--{EHR T
in / under adverse circumstances fEFIEH
in / under favourable circumstances 7 & &

in / under the circumstances TEHFYEMRT, 4 0 BE AR 4w
li4
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in / under no circumstances [fEHE A FHEEXERF IR
R, T imfa R
Under no circumstances does Anthony follow his father’s ad-
vice. EFHJE T M AR NS RH A .
In no circumstances must a soldier leave his post. &1t
AR E SRR AL,
(3) my subsequent fate: destiny coming after the trial ® H|/F#)
iz
) subsequent a. ; coming after; following HHEH)
Subsequent events proved that my judgment of the situation
was right.  J5RH FHIEHBMEE AN R IERLY.
The story will be continued in subsequent issues of the mag-
azine. R FBHG LA BREHEBOX /P
®) subsequent to . JEZ 5
They were badly in need of food and medicine during the
period subsequent to the war. ERGAMITISB YN
.
He left for Shanghai on business on the day subsequent to
your call. FEFRFHHBAMBEST LE.
His illness was subsequent to his wife’s death. fEETF X
HERKET.

3. I had left school a couple of months before that and was not due to
go to university until the following October. T RRFIRPFEL
EHZZAMAT, MESEN+HAGAREERE.

(1) a couple of ; a small number of ; a few, usually two or three
—¥ LA, GRER) =4
Tom’s wife was expecting a baby in « couple of weeks. %}
WEFHET - ZRERBEETFT.
They walked a couple of miles belore their arrival at the sta-
tion. TEFTT LEEAB K KGR,
(2) due o . ] F{ERIG, O] FE €18
(D expected or scheduled to arrive; supposed (to) Wi & N 3|
#; T (R ) Bk
The next train to London is due here at 4 otlock. THEE]
WEH X EN T 4E M HGEXE.
I am due at the theater in fifteen minutes. 154 Bh ik
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BBt .
@) expected to do sth, in / at an certain hour SET GERHER
40
Minnie is due to leave at two o’clock. BRIRE T 22315,
They are due to meet again tomorrow. {124 % 8 FHK
ZH.
@ paid or returned [V Z{TH, B4y
When is the rent due ? 8] R {2
The wages due to him will be paid tomorrow. B XE{T4
fib Py 184 T .
@ suitable; right; proper: &EMM; IEX489; EHY
After due consideration, he decided to accept the position.
ZIELNER, REEZX R,
They will surely meet with due punishment. ft fi1H 8 3
ITRETSES T
(3)due to: because of; caused bv H1F; BEF (B[ HFHERES
#)
That Shelly became a poet may have been due to his mother’s
influence. ] Z Br A BN W A B Z b8 RM W . (RiE)
Joe’s application to the University was not accepted due to his
failing English. K¥EREZFRENMEFRT. KRB
Changes of state of matter are due to increased motion of
molecules. ¥ FRBM BB FAFEHWMRMGH. K
i#)
The force due to gravitation causes objects to have weight. #
DR SEMEKRAEER. (BiF)
due to 5 because of AR[ERE:
(Dbecause of R TR RHEMRE, TETFHE AR,
®@due to AMLA B F RIFAERIE, L HTFRIEEEEBER
BEFEH. :
4.1t must have been this obvious aimlessness that led toc my downfall.
REER, -ERZHEBREXLHMAMME, ERETE.
(1) must + have +p. p., [ XAHEWRRITER S0 HHMB
HENEN] —F
They must have swept off the dirt. TIERERBRTHY.
She must have been overdoing things a bit. #—EH I F%H
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27,
Li Ying must have been very tired, judging from her appear-
ance. HHTFTEE-ERFHMERT.
(2)downfall ; the state that you have made a mistake and been into
trouble &
(A | that SR EHEEIENG, WA RKEER, KRG R
X '
There was something original, independent, and heroic about
the plan that pleased all of them. i RIBHEEXER,MEAE
BRI E AT, BRPAEMNIE.(RER)
EIEMNEI X B %R FRRIRE R B 8. Bl
The mayor was giving a dinner for a few people whom he wished
especially 1o talk to or to hear from. H FHKEHEE
NIRRTt T84 B L b EE R AR ] RED
He would be a short-sighted commander who merely manned his
fortress and did not look beyond. —AHEETERAFIED
MEETMAEZLE  pRR2 T EXERNEET. R
He wishes to write an article that will attract public attention to
the matter. B E - XE, USRI XGEFHNIEE.
(H
5. I was just walking out of the local library, having unsuccessfully
sought employment there, when I saw a man walking across the
road with the obvious intention of talking to me.  F7F i 77 & 1§
WRRA, RAERE, RRED—PAEEFIEH, BRRE
KL IR .
(1) having unsuccessfully sought employment there
O XEBEMAGTRR, ERAHERIE, RRREHEFE
A Z WA EhiE.
®) seek employment; look for a job R TAE; EHR
(2) when conj. ¥4 FA] Kt £ H#FTH AR, when 5 #REN
A} i V3 B A — At B, X MRS T when RARCIEE
...... %%...... ”
I had been working a couple of months when I had a letter
from Celia. B—HEFT_=PAMER . BZARITHEANL
#—HRE.

I was just coming along to see you when I ran into Wilson.
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A ET KA IRET BRI T BURH

(3) with the intention of + doing sth. ; for the purpose of doing
sth,  EMES (good meaning; positive B ; HE)

With the intention of talking to me: It implies his talking must

be {riendly.

They went to Paris with the intention of becoming painters.
I EERAERNENEZTER,

Professor Zhang talked so much to me with the intention of en-

couraging me to overcome the difficulties in front of me. 3§
BEMRRT X4, ’Eﬁﬁlﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁxﬂﬁﬁiﬁiﬁ

6. I was left in no doubt. X{FERWFIET .

leave sb. in no doubt: let sb. become certain / know surely {# 3}t

INTEEP 3

The result of his experiment left people no doubt that his theory is

right.  MAISIREE F /AT fib B9 SR B9 IE BRTE TR {5 88 .

Seeing Mary left him no doubt that she is really beautiful. &F|H

IR {9 i % el By 36 4 8 15 T BE
7. Wandering with intent to commit an arrestable offence. %I &b ii¥

. eEER,

(1) with intent to do sth. : intending to do sth. (bad) &R
Jim was arrested on a charge of having broken into a building
with intent to steal . 75 W B A\ — M5B BKITH MG,
The gunman shot with intent to kill , but he failed. IBFFICH

HEFRERRAN, HERERE, '

7Y an arrestable offence: an offence / a crime which is serious e-
nough for one to be arrested AUk JLF

5. 1 thus appeared to them to be quite familiar with this sort of situa-

ot and it confirmed them in their belief that I was a thoroughly

disrepntable character. X FE—3%, fEfEfIRE, UFRXIXFE

A= R, Lﬁf&ﬂ'ﬁﬁbﬂfﬁﬁfﬁﬂ’?‘ﬂﬁﬂﬁiﬁﬁﬂ'ﬂﬂiﬁn

+appear +inl. (R E & 815 ], ALF--
Current theories, either empirical or electronic, do not appear
tn account for this result. BRI KT, B THR M,
TR A BRI TSR .

U his uppears to be the only exception to the rule.  XfFREX
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25 1L &4 ME— B 41
(2) confirm vz,
(D strengthen or make firmer W& ; BE (FE%)
The sudden snowstorm during the night confirmed my deci-
sion not to leave. WRIRMHIEMRRERE T RAEH
T
The result of my experiment has confirmed my belief that
your theory is correct. [ = The result of my experiment has
confirmed me in my belief that your theory is correct. |
RELRHERERENHE ROEREERD .
2 make certain or sure iE3E; BHE
The mayor confirmed the report that his son had been kid-
napped. TKIEET My L FHIBPRMRE.
Both the special theory of relativity and the general theory
of relativity advanced by Einstein were later confirmed by
other scientists. & HHTHIR H K AR AT
REXRJBEHNHRERTEE.
® ratify; agree definitely to (a treaty, an appointment, etc. )
L, X (R4, EH%
When do you think the President will confirm you in office?
WA ARHE R G SRAER BT
The treaty was confirmed by the King. H E[& & | iXM
#4,
(3) disreputable a. : having / showing bad character / personality
AE¥e, BFEREY, BEREH
@ B3l : reputable; having / showing good character &%
Wy / EEH
be disreputable; be reputable
® %17 . disreputableness IR F reputation & %5,
HEE
have bad reputation HIRZH
have good reputation HIFHZFE
(4)that B H B ZiF M\ EIFE belief BRI L1 , 3 belief LR A .
9. ‘Aha’, I could see them thinking, ‘unemployed’. “BWS”, HF
BHANER, “RABSRLHREK.

(1) Aha int. ; cry of surprise, triumph, satisfaction, etc.  “HifK;”
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FaBER, BA, R,
1! is used here to express the satisfaction and joy of the police-
men in finding out the “reason” for the young man’s supposed
theft. [ZRIEMAL AU REFRELU AT BITA R
EREIN§4 3G 2 Fog E =P o Rngr-
unemployed a. : out of work; not having a job KAy
1> The police deduced from the stereotype view of the unem
ployed that he must be lazy and wandering with intent to
commit an arrestable offence. HE—ITNMERETIE, B
BEAN KA A E WM E LN, XERA—ER
MR - ERENEALWEIVIESR.
&) [Mid . employed a . ; having a job; work R By
employee n. : worker F&Hi
employer n. : hirer; boss ¥
employment n. : job L{E; BH
employ vt. : give work to @A
10. Kventually. 1 was officially charged and told to report to Rich-
s:0nd Magistrates’ Court the following Monday. B J5 B 1E X
v, FERARTHEA-RRE LW T RERH.
¢ 1) be officially charged: be charged formally #ER1E#
officially ad. : in an official manner; formally “H 7 #; It
A He
* report to the court T RLER (J) E
11. i wanted to conduct my own defense in court, but as soon as my
:..+her found out what had happened, he hired a very good solici-
or, JCRERELARBP, EORHEXEE, Y EHET
e AR
1) conduct my own defence: defend myself X B A"
.1, conduct ut. : control; direct; manage EH; 1WiF; LI
Businessmen, authors and acturs all may hire agens to

conduct their affairs. B A TEFAIE G 8 R {ER A

2

~

HERMIINES.
He should learn how to conduct a meeting. iR %% &
] ERe 2.

They are busy with conducting a survey. o fIEAL E
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A%,
® defence n. ; argument(s) used in the cause of an accused
person (BN BB AEE TP
The accused man made no defence. & AFHE B,
The historian’s defence of this thesis lacked clarity. X
e ZRE XM ERAEHT.

(2) solicitor n. : a person who provides legal defence in low court
(IO EMRBER A LF ARBEERBRPY ] BF (=G0
lawyer)
barrister (n.): lawyer who provides defence in high court [
(H) ARBLERFEREEFN | BT (=(B)lawyer)

12. My ‘ trial ’ didnt get that far. Ry “HH” B EHEHTIH—

#. .

(that  [A/ERIE 1. ABEE AR 4

1 have done only that much. A TILE .

If the tool is that bad, we can’t use it. MR TEIELR.IPLR

MEAEAT.
(2)far ad. : here it means to a certain point, degree, or stage
1 didn’t know that biological science had got that far. LI T ##
MBI E SR BEIRKT .
How fur was he responsible for what had happened® i 4} fif %
RSB B KIFRIE?
13. The solicitor even succeeded in getting costs awarded against the

police. AT HE R, 3k BTG IR IFA A

(1) costs n. : fees plus expense of the court FiIL#H

(2) award vi. : give or grant (by official decision); decide upon
or settle by law #¢-¥: #%4
The first prize was awarded to the youngest competitor. -

SREETFMUBRFROSRE.
The judge wwarded a large sum of money 1o those hurt by the
explosion. EEHAWEHERBIEPZHAN - KERES,

(3) costs awarded against the police: The police have to pay the
costs, because the court requires the losing party 1o pay. ¥l
SR AR RN B B ARS8, Bl bR BRI
e~ RS IN B

14. But what was mest shocking at the time was the things my release
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from the charge so clearly depended on. SR, UAMER KX NHE
R, FRETHEERXBRERERKBERHTRTE.
(1) the things: [{EXREBENDAETHA, EEIIEHEENT

FHERE.] BRIET X, the things .

right accent (socially acceptable accent),

respectable middle-class parents,

reliable witnesses (dependable people who can tell),

afford a very good solicitor (have enough money to pay for

the good solicitor)

(2) my release from the charge H®RERITRHMILE

(3) clearly ad. : obviously Hf &3 3

[ﬁﬁlﬂ‘iﬁ B, XA Rk 1FE R« Ki&*ﬁﬂh”tﬁﬁﬂ ]

15. While asking for costs to be awarded, my solicitor’s case quite ob-

viously revolved around the fact that I had a ‘ brilliant academic

record *. WM B EHREETFRARN, ARICEERLER

“BIHKRT XINMEELE.

(1) revolved around(3#): [ = () revolved round]

@ based on; centred upon FHTF; BLGE---#H1Ts P B
The dispute at the moment revolves around whether we
should go on with the experiment. 4 89T RESER

YL R ERET HHTH.
Lorna has no other outside interests at all. Her whole life
revolves around her husband and the children. &%} 5
REAEMANE, h—EBRULRAETHEOH.
® have sth. as its middle point of movement; move in circles
around BHL5--TiEH
The earth revolves both around the sun and on its own ax-
is. HWIRBEAHNAH.
The moon revolves around the earth. J BEH 4 & # BR
5.
(2) brilliant academic record: record relating to studies / school

that is outstanding / extremely good &R # %~ S

So he is not a criminal, but a good student.  H T A 4 A
BB, WMREMFEE.

Words and Expressions .



