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Chinese—~Americans in Force to Thank Ang Lee
XN FREH

The Chinese—American community’ of Los Angeles came out in
force on Monday to thank director Ang Lee for raising the profile’ of
Chinese culture through his Oscar—winning

Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon’. 1. community

About 200 guests were invited at [ko mju:niti] n.
the reception® hosted®* by Taiwan. The AH,#R
guests turned up in their holiday best®, 2. profile
including striking’” modem variations on [proufail] n.
traditional Chinese designs, young and ® A, H

3. Crouching Tiger,
Hidden Dragon

old waited nearly two hours for the
chance to see, hear and be photographed

with the Taiwan-born Lee. CBh R A)
“We feel very honored to get four g r.eception
awards. For every Chinese person in Los [rchepfon] 1
14 oy, A4 L
Angeles, it’s so exciting,” said Chu, who 5. Mot
came to the United States 39 years ago. ; el sn
“Exciting but not surprising. I h.ave 6. holday best
imagined this for a long time.” she said. Y
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon won 7. striking
four Academy Awards on Sunday, [straikip] &
including best foreign-language film, best WA

cinematography®, best art direction and

B




best score’.

Although the Academy Awards may
have been a great success for Chinese
cinema, there ~ was  some  personal
disappointment for Lee. Nominated” for
10 awards, the martial arts” fantasy”
did not bring home the big ones—best
picture or best director.

Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon has
earned well over $100 million at the box
office® in North American, a first for a
subtitled film".

8. best
cinematography
RAERY
9. best score
RERAFRR
10. nominate
['momineit] v. &%
11. martial ats X R
12. fantasy ['fentosi] n.
Sk
13. box office 5
14. subtitled film
FHeY
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American Popular Music
KEMFATH R
One of America’s most important exports’ is her modern music.
American popular music is played all over the world. It is enjoyed by
people of all ages in all countries. The reasons for its popularity are
its fast pace and rhythmic® beat. The music has many origins in the
United States. Country music coming from the rural areas in the
Southern United States is one source. Country music features® simple

themes and melodies’, describing day—to-day situations and feelings of
country people. Many people enjoy this

music because of the emotions expressed
. = 1. export [‘ekspoit] n.
by country music song. A second origin

oo W, Ho
of American popular music is the blues’. 2. thythmic [ridmik] a
It describes mostly the sad feelings AV AW, S
reflecting the difficult lives of American 3. feature [6:43] .
blacks. It is usually played and sung by P By M AE
black musicians but it is popular with all 4. melody [melodi] .
Americans. Rock music is a newer form B84 &
of music. This music style featuring fast | g piies [luiz) n
and repetitious rhythm was influenced by WoAR & A B
the blues and country music. It was first (BAE )
known as rock—and-roll’ in the 1950s. 6. rock-and-roll n.
Since then, there have been many forms ) BRR

of rock music: hard rock, soft rock, pop
rock, disco music and others. Many
performers of popular rock music are




young musicians. New popular songs are
heard on the radio several times a day.
People hear these songs sung in their
original English or sometimes translated
into other languages. The words may
differ but the enjoyment of music is

universal.
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Ballet
(2%

Ballet training in Russia begins at age of nine or ten. Whatever
the limitations of ballet in the Soviet Union, it is no wonder that
Russian ballet dancers perform with ease leaps’ and lifts seldom
attempted elsewhere, and that the standard of dancing in a Russian
corps de ballef’ is far above that usually seen in other countries—nine
years of ballet discipline® is almost
unheard of outside Russia.

1. leap [lip] n. k3K

The period devoted to dance classes .
2. Russian corps de

increase gradually from two or three

hours a day to five or six. As in other ball;t FHEEER
institutions of higher learning,  ballet 3. discipline

students receive monthly government [disiplin]
stipends* in their last four years, varying ik D%
from 160 to 200 rubles® ($16 to $20). Of | , stipend

the thirty pupils to begin ballet each ['staipend] n. # R

year, fewer than twenty —five usually 5. ruble [rubl] n. % A
graduate; the others drop out because of | ¢ prima ballerinas
poor health or lack of ability. —AHEEBLRR,
Upon graduation, the starting salary T2 EF A LR
for members of a corps de ballet is 100 7. intellectual
rubles a month, while prima ballerinas® [.intalektjual] a
receive 6000.  Russia’s most famous HEHE N
ballet company, the Bolshoi, has the
first pick of each graduating class, but




