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Preface

This “Chinese-English Dictionary of Architecture and Construction” contains a vocabulary of
about 33 000 terms-on architecture, structure, heating, ventilation, air-conditioning, water
supply and drainage , electricity , building materials and construction etc. , with 800 illustra-

tions to help clarify the terms. Brief notes are given for more than 1 500 entries.

The entries for this dictionary are listed in the order of the syliables of the phonetic transcrip-
tions of Chinese characters. Both indexes, index strokes of first Chinese character and index
of syllables of Hanyupinyin (the phonetic transcriptions of Chines characters) , are also sup-
plied fotr convenient consulting.

The compilation of the “Chinese-English Dictionary of Architecture and Construction” was
formidable and challenging. The Chinese terminology in architecture is at present not com-
pletely unified,this,and the problem of suitable English-language equivalents, presented great
difficulties,in which case we had to resort to “creations” . We, the editors, welcome any com-

ments to improvements in this dictionary.

Assistance and guidance have been provided by many experts and colleagues during the edi-
torship. we gratefully acknowledge deputy chief engineer Hu Qingchang, deputy chief archi-
tect Bai Demao,deputy chief engineer Yang Weicheng,deputy chief engineer Ma Mingyi, se-
nior architect Yi Qizheng,senior engineer Zhang Ruliang and many others, their valuable as-
sistance immensely benefitted the editors. We are indebted to senior architect Zhang Chengy-
ou, whose explanation on terms of ancient Chinese architecture is very helpful. We would also
like to thank Mr. Mei Zhengian who provided some technical terms which were referred to by
the editors,architect Zhu Runzhen who participaied in the editorship during the primary stage
“of the work,Mr. Zhang Yan who did the iltustrations for some of the drawings for the dictio-
nary ,and Miss Chang Hong who participated in the proofreading.

In addition,we would like to acknowledge the many departments and individuals of our insti-
tute for their full support to the work,especially the technical information department, who
organized this work.

Editors
Beijing Institute of Architectural Design and Research.
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