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PREFACE
Dorje Tseten

The Catalogue of Chinese Publications in Tibetan Studies is now in print, a happy event for
Tibetologists at home and abroad, including myself, who have been looking forward to it with eager
anticipation.

China is the home of Tibetan studies. Broadly speaking, Tibetan studies have a long history of over one
thousand years dating back to the period of the Sui and Tang dymasties, or even earlier. In such a long
historical process, scholars through the ages went through all kinds of hardships and yet made tremendous
contributions to the establishment and evolvement of Tibetology. Numerous extant ancient books and
documents written by those scholars are important treasurehouses of traditional Tibetan studies.

Since the founding of the People’ s Republic, the Chinese government has attached great importance to
Tibetan studies by absorbing a large amount of manpower, material resources and money to provide
Tibetologists with facilities for study and for displaying their talent. As a result, Tibetan studies have flourished
as never before. Having broken through the traditional “Greater Five Knowledges” (the arts and mathematics,
medicine, grammar and comgposition, logic, and philosophy) and the “Lesser Five Knowledges” ( poetry,
rhetoric, thyme, traditional opera and calendar calculation), Tibetan studies now deal with all aspects of
Tibetan society; these include politics, economy, military affairs, history, ethnology, religion, philosophy,
linguistics, philology, literature and art, geography, education, law, logic, archeology, folklore, medicine,
calendar calculation, and crafts. Numerous academic books have been published introducing innovative studies
in each field.

However, because most Tibetan studies institutes and publishers are located in Beijing, Tibet, Sichuan,
Qinghai, Gansu and Yunnan, long distances and inconvenient transportation delayed the work of cataloguing
Tibetan studies books of the past four decades. No one in the Tibetological circle had an accurate knowledge of
what we had in this field. As chief secretary of the China Tibetan Studiee Center, I could only give them a
very rough idea when visitors from abroad asked me what we had in this field. Many inconveniences have been
experienced for lack of a catalogue.

Because personal knowledge is limited, the way to check up reference books is really time-consuming.
Like blind men trying to size up an elephant, sometimes the information obtained is far from complete;
sometimes the same problem has been studied more than once. Therefore, the fulfilment of compiling a
catalogue of the books on Tibetan subjects published since the founding of the People’s Republic of China is in
keeping with the earnest expectations of all Tibetologists. Now , such a cataiogue is in print. It is an
incalculable benefit to all Tibetologists. With the book in hand, researchers can easily acquire a comprehensive
understanding of the official publications of the past forty years and find out what they need quickly by
consulting this book. As a result, we will hasten our progress in scaling the new heights of research on Tibet.
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In my view, the influence of this catalogue will be far-reaching. In recent years, a handful of schismatic
persons living in exile and some world opinion against China have been attacking the Chinese government for
“exterminating traditional Tibetan culture,” so that some people abroad who are in the dark about the truth
have become doubtful about China. The publication of the Catalogue of Chinese Publications in Tibetan
Studies, therefore, will provide eloquent proofs for clarifying the true state of affairs. By reading the book,
everyone will be left with a deep impression of how much the Chinese government has done in protecting and
propagating the best in traditional Tibetan culture. In fact, under the feudal serfdom ruled by upper echelon
monks and feudal nobles, the brilliant Tibetan culture was declining. It is only when Tibet had gone socialist
and the Tibetan people come into their own that traditional Tibetan culture was rejuvenated. As the saying
goes, “Wise men believe no rumours. ” I believe any unbiased reader will draw correct conclusions by reading
this book.

It is necessary to make the following clear to readers abroad who know little about Tibet: Since the
founding of the People’s Republic of China, its administrative divisions rermained roughly the same as those
delineated by the central governments of various periods. Tibet Autonomous Region was founded in Tibet and
Tibetan autonomous prefectures and counties were established in areas in Sichuan, Qinghai, Gansu and
Yunnan provinces where Tibetans live in compact communities. The often-mentioned XIZANG refers to Tibet
Autonomous Region of the People’ s Republic of China. “Tibetan region” refers, in general, to Tibetan
autonomous areas established in accordance with provisions in the constitution and the law on regional autonomy
for ethnic minorities, including the existing Tibet Autonomous Region, six Tibetan autonomous prefectures in
Qinghai Province, Gax}nan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture and Tianzhu Tibetan Autonomous County in Gansu
Province, Aba Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous Prefecture, Garze Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture and Muli
Tibetan Autonomous County in Sichuan Province, and Degen Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture in Yunnan
Province.

Taking advantage of some foreigners’ ignorance about Chinese history and the changes of administrative
divisions, a handful of Tibetan splittists living in exile deliberately confuse XIZANG with “Tibetan region” by
counting Tibetan-inhabited areas in Sichuan, Qinghai, Gansu and Yunnan into the limits of XIZANG and
vilifying those indigenous Han, Mongolian, Hui, Tu and Qiang peoples as “immigrants.” This is simply
propaganda aimed at covering up their conspiracy to split China and build a “Great Independent Tibetan
State.”

Finally, I extend my acknowledgement to all who have toiled so hard to prepare the Catalogue of Chinese
Publications in Tibetan Studies for publication.

March, 1994
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PREFACE

Ren Jivu

China is a multi.— ethnic country with an ancient civilization and a long history of unification. On
the continents of Asia, Europe, Africa and the Americas some ancient societies were founded but later
declined; some other unified countries with multiple ethnic groups failed to keep their unification stable
up to one thousand years. China was a near miracle in history. Since the founding of a unified, multi-
ethnic country in the Qin and Han dynasties, China has maintained its unification and sustained
development for over two thousand years. As a matter of fact, this is no mystery at all but was
conformable to the law of the development of history. For over two thousand years, China as a united,
multi —_ethnic country has won the support of the people of all its ethnic groups. Despite their disparity
in the population, each ethnic group has made its contributions to the motherland and , at the same
time, enjoyed commensurate rights in the big family.

Those benefits can be outlined as follows:

1. The decrease in civil wars and a long-term peaceful situation facilitated the development of a
small peasant economy and accorded with the common wish of all its people.

2. While a self-supporting natural economy resulting from its vast land and large population would
normally have impeded the exchange of materials and supplies among different areas, under the unified
planning of a central government fish and salt in east China, tea and wood in the south and iron and
hides in the north were managed by the state in a way that could enable the demands of all the people
to be met.

3. By centralizing the scattered manpower and material resources, the country was able to
undertake grand engineering projects, cut canals, put up posts, compile voluminous encyclopedic
works and successfully resist foreign invasion. The system of unification and multi ethnic groups
helped the Chinese people in their victories dating from the Qin and Han dynasties to the War of
Resistance Against Japan in the 20th century.

4. The system enabled the state to select a large number of elite people from different ethmc
groups and different areas. Emperors, klngs, generals, ministers, phllosophers, scientists, artlsts,
etc., came from the Han people and ethnic minorities, as well as from hybrids born of the Han and
ethnic minorities in northern China (such as the Suj and Tang ruling houses). All of them made
contributions to the unified country in the past two thousand years.

5. Despite dynastic changes in past ages, the guiding ideology for running state affairs, the
political system and administrative experience of the unified country passed on from generation to
generation and developed along their original track.

Splits did occur one time or another in Chinese history, but they were all short-lived and,
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therefore, temporary in contrast to the entire unification pattern. Even so, during such periods, no
one believed splittism was normal. In fact, a temporary schism was nothing but a prerequisite for
reunification. In the periods of the Three Kingdoms, Eastern Jin and Southern and Northern
Dynasties, the attempts to unify the country failed due to inadequate preparation.

China achieved great success by overcoming numerous difficulties and obstacles by means of its
unified national power. Disagreements among ethnic groups can be ironed out in a unified country.
Under the circumstance of long-term peace, all ethnic groups have the opportunity to learn from one
another and to reach a consensus. Among China’s 56 ethnic groups, there is a great disparity in their
developmental stages. However, each ethnic group achieved its own development by associating and
merging with neighboring groups.

Tibetans are a people with a long history and an advanced culture. Tibetan people created their
own written language at a very early date and have made due contributions in religion, literature,
astronomy, calendar calculation, medicine and philosophy. Tibetan culture has enriched China’ s
cultural treasurehouse, as well as the world’s cultural heritage. Tibetan Buddhism and Han Buddhism
constitute the entire heritage of Chinese Buddhism. The spread of Indian Buddhism in China enriched
traditional Chinese culture. While few translated works about the science of reasoning (Hetuvidya) can
be found in Han Buddhism, such works have been preserved in great number in Tibetan Buddhism;
these not only supplement the Chinese version of Buddhist scriptures but also complement those
documents no longer found in India.

Like Han culture, Tibetan culture has a long history of development. From the historical point of
view, Tibetan culture roughly experienced three prominent stages: initial stage, flourishing stage and
mature stage. After the founding of New China, Tibetan culture broke through the stereotypes of the
Middle Ages and entered into a new era. Tibetan culture is playing an unprecedentedly important role
in the large multi — ethnic family. Many authoritative academic experts on Tibetan subjects came from
the Tibetan and Han peoples and quite a few works have been published. This book is a general
catalogue of the books on Tibetan subjects published between 1949 and 1991 ( excluding those
published in Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macao). Tibetan studies achjeved more than ever before
because, in this period, the Han and Tibetan peoples lived together in the same socialist family on the
most intimate terms ever.

Now we have not only Han scholars engaged in Tibetan studies with up-to-date methods but also
Tibetan experts studying Han culture, all of whom have made indelible contributions to fostering

socialist culture. This book is an important witness to those contributions.

March, 1994
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