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ABSTRACT

In China, the majority of people are living and working
in the rural areas. At present, it is significant to carry out the
policy of villagers’ self-government for the progress of socialist
democracy, rearrangement of peasants and efficient manage-
ment of villages.

By means of analyzing system and process, this book
makes a systematic comparison and sophisticated exploration of
the structures of villagers’ self-government and its practical ex-
ercise. It provides some original concepts about the villagers’
self-government.

The book is divided into two parts.

The preface is concerned with the definition of villagers’

self-government, its position and function in establishing Chi-
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nese socialist democracy and administration. It makes a brief
comment on the major problems in the theory and execution of
villagers’ self-government. It also introduces the focal points
of this book as well as the research methods used in it.

The first part of this book is focused on theoretical study,
including eight chapters.

Chapter I makes an analysis of the process and characteris-
tics of villagers’ self-government. It argues: villagers’ self-
government originated from 1980s in a specific background. It
is the result of the rural economic reform and the progress of
democracy. As an experimental form of democracy, the vil-
lagers’ self-government develops gradually with great caution,
so that it can keep pace with the economic development of the
whole country. Although it is just at an experimental and ini-
tial stage, the villagers’ self-government has developed into a
democratic and self-governed system with Chinese characteris-
tics and has enriched the Marxist theory of social self-govern-
ment as well.

Chapter I analyses the system of villagers’ self-govern-
ment. As a form of basic-level democracy, villagets’ self-gov-
ernment is exercised according to the state law, which deter-
mines its actual execution. With the vast distribution of wvil-
lages in China, villagers’ self-government is convenient to be
put into effect. Its legislative system is a three-level frame. In
this frame, government by villagers themselves and basic-level
democracy are taken as the main principles. Based on these
two principles many specific regulations are made. The legisla-

tive system of villagers’ self-government has two characteris-



lics: taking the organizations of self-government as its basis
and following the procedure from general to specific. These
characteristics influence the systematization of villagers’ self-
government positively and negatively. Thus, with the estab-
lishment of villagers’ self-government, relevant regulations
need further improvement.

Chapter [, on the basis of the theory of role and [unc-
tion, discusses the organic forms of villagers’ self-govern-
ment. Villagers’ self-government is a kind of government by
the local villagers. They execute self-government through vari-
ous organizational forms. Villagers’ assembly and villagers’
representative assembly are legistilative organs. Villagers’
committee and villagers’ subcommittee are executive organs.
According to the different result of the exercise, they can be
defined as four kinds of forms: strong villagers’ assembly and
weak villagers’ representative assembly, weak villagers’ as-
sembly and strong villagers’ representative assembly, strong
legistilative organs and weak executive organs, weak legistila-
tive organs and strong executive organs. In order to improve
the villagers’ self-government, we should bring every kind of
organizations into full play.

Chapter [V discusses the contents of villagers’ self-gov-
ernment in terms of political participation. Villagers’ self-gov-
ernment is an immediate form of villagers’ management of lo-
cal affairs, which is demonstrated by four kinds of democratic
forms: democratic  election, democratic decision-making,
democratic management and democratic supervision. Some rel-

evant regulations are needed to guarantee the execution of these
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democracies. In the execution of villagers’ self-government,
democratic election is the premise; democratic decision-making
is the key; democratic management is the foundation and
democratic supervision is the guarantee. A series of regulations
and procedures established on the basis of the four democratic
forms has made possible the standard execution of villagers’
self-government.

Chapter V deals with executive pattern of villagers’ self-
government. Villagers’ self-government is a kind of democrat-
ic activity regulated by the state. At present, the state gov-
emment provides some standards to instruct and regulate the
exercise of villagers’ self-government. However, in the prac-
tical process of execution, villagers’ self-government is affect-
ed by various kinds of factors and develops inconsistently.
Their judgement of the process of villagers’ self-government is
quite different, even if people use the same standard. There-
fore, we should judge the process of villagers’ self-government
from the state of villagers’ self-government itself and its objec-
tive effects. Thus the process can be divided into standard pro-
cess and nonstandard process. These two types of process con-
tain four models: villages in which both villagers’ self-govern-
ment itself and the objective effects are in an ideal state, vil-
lages in which both villagers’ self-government itself and the
objective effects are not in an ideal state but one aspect of objec-
tive effects is outstanding, thoroughly controlled villages and
uncontrolled villages.

Chapter V[ discusses the components of the villagers’ self-

government and other relevant factors. In the present stage,



there are four kinds of components and other relevant factors,
including twelve kinds of variables: economic system, level of
economic development, economic structure, governmental
support, policy instruction, political structure, social classifi-
cation, social organization, social mobility, cultural idea, po-
litical culture and traditional convention. Of all these, the eco-
nomic system and the governmental support are the most im-
portant.

Chapter VI explores the problems as well as the measures
to take. The harmony between township and village can be
achieved on the condition of appropriate power distribution,
normal political performance and proper working methods. To
achieve the harmony between the Party organizations and vil-
lagers’ self-government organizations, we should distribute
the rights of each in system appropriately and strengthen the
dominant position of the Party organizations in villagers’ seli-
government. And also we should distinguish the political af-
fairs and village affairs properly, and make a good assignment
of these affairs in every department.

Chapter W analyses the developing trend of villagers® self-
government. Now villagers’ self-government which has devel-
oped to some extent is confronted with a series of new chal-
lenges. We should improve the villagers’ self-government and
normalize it. We should overcome the difficulties and never
give it up. With the development of industrialization, urban-
ization and modernization in rural areas, villagers’ self-govern-
ment will take on a new look. As an experimental activity of

democracy, villagers’ self-government provides useful experi-
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ence and revelation to the construction of Chinese democr-
acy.

The second part of this book deals with on-the-spot inves-
tigation. After making on-the-spot investigation of the execu-
tion of villagers’ self-government in some coastal areas and vil-
lages in East China and other areas in West China, the author
gives an objective account of its practical execution, its relevant
factors and its effects on economic society. In addition, he ad-
vances some original ideas, such as government initiative in the
progress of democracy, the interrelation of collective economy
and villagers’ self-government and their importance in promot-
ing each other, the characteristics of villagers’ self-govern-
ment in various economic and social backgrounds, and its role

in mitigating social conflicts.
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