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-~ Farewell to the West Point Cadets
N

101 Farewel!l to the West Point Cadets

[Douglas MacArthur]

Duty, honor, country: those three hallowed words reverently
dictate what you want to be, what you can be, what you will be.

They are your rallying points to build courage when courage
seems to fail, to regain faith when there seems to be little cause for
faith, to create hope when hope becomes forlorn.

They teach you to be proud and unbending in honest failure, but
humble and gentle in success; not to substitute words for action: not
to seek the path of comfort, but to face the stress and spur of difficulty
and challenge; to learn to stand up in the storm, but to have
compassion on those who fall; to master yourself before you seek to
master others;to have a heart that is clean, a goal that is high; to learn
to laugh, yet never forget how to weep; to reach into the future, yet
never neglect the past; to be serious, yet never take yourself too
seriously; to be modest so that you will remember the simplicity of
true greatness, the open mind of true wisdom, the meekness of true

strength.
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- Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death
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102 Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death

(Patrick Henry]

Mr. President, it is natural to man to indulge in the illusions of
hope. We are apt to shut our eyes against a painful truth, and listen to
the song of that siren, till she transforms us into beasts.

Is this the part of wise men, engaged in a great and arduous
struggle for liberty?

Are we disposed to be of the number of those who, having eyes,
see not, and having ears, hear not, the things which so nearly concern
their temporal salvation?

For my part, whatever anguish of spirit it may cost, I am willing to
know the whole truth; to know the worst and to provide for it.

Itis in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry peace,
peace — but there is no peace. The war is actually begun!

The next gale that sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the
clash of resounding arms!

Our brethren are already in the field!

Why stand we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What
would they have?

Is life so dear or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of

chains and slavery?

- ;.'. Forbid it, Almighty God!
% & I know not what course others may take; but

as for me, give me liberty, or give me death!
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~ Gettysburg

103 Gettysburg

{ Abraham Lincoln, Nov. 19, 1863]

Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this
continent a new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the
proposition that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that
nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure.

We are met on a great battlefield of that war.

We have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting
place for those who here gave their lives that nation might live.

It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate
— we cannot hallow this ground.

The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here have
consecrated it far above our poor power to add or to detract.

The world will little note nor long remember what we say here,
but it can never forget what they did here.

It is for us, the living, rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished

work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced.
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It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining
before us — that from these honored dead we take increased
devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of
devotion; that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have
died in vain; that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of
freedom; and that government of the people, by the people, for the
people, shall not perish from the earth.
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