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Foreword

“A New Chinese Textbeok” is a course for the tea-
ching of Chinese to foreign students stadying in China.
Tt can also be used by other foreigners learning Chi-
nese.

The whole series consists 6f eight books, each c¢on-
taining a dozen lessons. Every lesson has text. vecabu-
lary, notes and exercises. The first four books are desig-
ned for students at the elementary level, to be finished
in one year. The other four are for advanced studeats
and take another year of study. After working thorough-
ly through the eight books, the student should have a
sound command of 2,000 common Chinese characters and
more than 4,000 everyday words and expressions. He
will be able to use with ease the basic sentence patterns and
expressions, be fairly proficient in listening, speaking,
reading and writing,and thus be adequately prepared
for living, studying and working im China as far as the
language is concermed.

To help foreign students leara the language better,
we have worked hard to make the Texthook scientific,
systematic as well as practical and iateresting. Drawing
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on the strengths of both the structural and the func-
tional approaches of language teaching and learning, we
have aimed at helping the students to acquire both a-
solid and systematic knowledge of Chinese and a good
command of the practical abilities of speaking and writ-
ing the language. Taking into account the basic princi-
ples and the usual difficulties of lauguage learning, we
have introduced language materials progressively and
proceeded from the easy to the difficult in a step-by-
step manner.

Many of the texts of this series are taken from
published works, with some adaptations and alterations
for textbook use. In the course of writing this textbook,
we have referred widely to textbooks published both in
China and abroad, and have received help and advice
from experts in sister univerisities. For these and
other help and advice, we here express our deep
thanks.

We will be very glad to hear from both teachers
and students who have criticisms and suggestions, which
will be valuable when preparing revisions.

This textbook is compiled by (in alphabetic order)
Cai Chuan-lian, Chen Chen, Chen Guang-lei, Hu Guo-
wei, Hu Zhong-xing, Jin Lu, Liao Guang-xia, Qin Xiang,
Tao Lian, Wei Meng-rong, and Xu Yu-ming.

The English translation is done by Zhao Jian, Xia
Guo-zuo, Qiu Jing and Zhang Jie, and is revised and
polished by Sun Li and Wu Yan-di.
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L. k& huisé (%) grey
2. #H shé () shed, project
3. &  tang (3 lie
4, &% . ydnjin (J¢) severe, stern, grim
5. %4 jiashi (%) family members
6. 4%  jiGoji (%) anxious
7. wiF vyl (@) perhaps

8. %% hudnghin  (£) :dusk
9. EA zhéngzar ()  right at

10. % lidng (F.J¢)shine, bright

il. RE génzhe (&) right after, and then

12. %98 jiebdi &) spotlessly white, pure
. white

13. fangfi (@) as if,seem
14. X guangming (J&. %) bright; light
15. X tidnshi (%) angel
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shdu (&)
éjido (&)
gu (B)
maslid  (£)
wan

bén ¢:1))

ké (A

tisojian (&)

ficong €3

rén bu zhi
yanyuén ()
fidla (¢=i))
tdngkd  (JB)
bidoging ¢ 4)
ijié (3h)
didn (&)
shinxin  (7B)
dutddi  (7h)
pingfén (JE5)
gongido (%)

linggito  (FB)
I (gh)
ddn yudn

hand

forehead
measure word
warm current

(8. zh)curved; bend

originally, formerly
but, yet

conditton

abey

cannot help (doing sth.)
actor

reveal, betray, show
unintentionally

painful

expression

understand

point

happy, satisfactory
treat, approach, handle
ordinary, common
contribution, credit, me-
ritorious service
dexterous, nimble, deft
nurse, tend

I wish, If only
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