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Unit 1 Oceans and Outer Space

Passage 1 Pre-reading Preparations

»
[ . Read the following sentences and try to define the underlined words or

phrases through context clues.

1. He had left the knife he had stabbed the guard ar the space center with.
He stabbed a piece of meat from the plate with a fork.

Stab rmeans
a. artack c. cut
b. strike into with something pointed d. shoot

2. Line AB intersects Line CD at E.
The two roads intersect at the small village.
Intersect means .
&. connect J c. separate
b. run side by side d. cut across or meet
3. Very often the meaning of an unknown word can be figured cut by judging the words
that precede it and those that follow it.
The Civil War of America was preceded by a lot of serious guarrels between the

North and the South which led to the separation of eleven southern states from the

Union.
Precede means
a. follow b. cause c. happen before d. prepare
4. She frowns when the sun gets into her eyes, or when she is putting thread into a nee-
dle.
The teacher frowned at the noisy class.
Frown means .
a, open one's eyes wide
b. cover one's eyes with one’s hands
c. shut one's eyes tight
d. nearly close one’s eyes and draw one’s brows together
5. Reports of a possible earthquake caused great penic. The railroad station and airport
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were crowded with people trying to get out of the city.
He was seized with & panic when ke suddenly realized what a dangerous position he
was 1. T \
FPanmic means
a. fear b. anxiety c. pain d. courage
6. The sun is a luminous star which gives us light directly in the day and indirectly ar
night in the form of moonlight— sunlight reflected by the mioon.
The sglare was luminous with bright sunshine.
Luminous means ~
a. brilliant b. dark c. dim d. gloomy
7. The cloth has a pattern of red and white squares.
The pattern of stars has changed very little in the past million years.

A patternis
a. a particular arrangement of things c¢. a mixture of different colors
b. a particular shape d. a cluster of heavenly bodies

8. Match each of the words in Column A with a similar word or phrase having the same

meaning in Column B.

The computer would match the pattern of stars with a similar one of the patterns
stored in its memory.

Match means .

a. compete . strike a match

b. arrange a marriage for d. find an egual for

9. The computer continued , nevertheless, to match and match and match for as long as

its energy supply held out.
1 think the car can hold out until we reach London before the fuel runs out,

Hold out means
a. last c. offer

b. extend d. exhaust

10. Trent's life would ebb away much sooner than the air supply would run out.
As the fiood graduaﬁ;-g_l_)l)_g(_i_ away ., more and more roofs of huts were coming inte
view from under the water. '
Ebb means
a. stay the same in power
b. increase in strength

¢. recover
d. become weaker until reduced to nothing

1. Ask yourself how much you know about the following:

1. Stars and Planets 2. Stellar System 3. Nova

o a—
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Star Light

Isanc Asimov

“Trent! You can’t get away. We will intersecr your orbit in two hours and if you
try to resist we will blow you out of space. ” The tense, angry words shot out of Arthur
Trent's receiver.

Trent smiled and said nothing. * He had left the knife he had stabbed the guard at
the space center with'. He had no need to fight. In far less than two hours, * he would
make his jump through hyperspace® in this stolen ship and they would never find him.
He would have with him nearly a kilogram of * Krillium*, enough for the construetion
of the brain-paths of thousands of robots and worth some ten million * credits' on any
world in the galaxy and no questions asked.

(1) Old Brennimeyer had planned the whole thing. He had planned it for thirty

vears and more. It had been his life’s work.

*It's the getaway, young man,” he had said. *That's why I need you. You can lift
a ship off the ground and out into space. Ican’t.”

" Getting it into space is no good, Mr Brennmeyer,” Trent said. *We'll be caught
in half a day.”

"Not.," said B:Irennmeyer. craftily, *if we make the Jump; not if we flash through
and end up * light-years® awey. "

*It would tske half a day to plot the Jump and even if we could take the time, the
police would alert all stellar systems. ”

*No. Trent, no.” The old man’s hand fell on his, clutching it in trembling excite-
ment. "Not all stellar systems; only the dozen in our neighbourhood. The * Galaxy® is
big and colonists of the last fifty thousand years have lost touch with each other. * If
we make the Jump at random,. we would be anywhere, even fifty thousand light-years
away’, and there would be no more chance of finding us than a pebble in * a meteor
swarm®. ”

Trent shook his head. " And we don’t find ourselves, either. We wouldn’t have
the foggiest way of getting 10 an inhabited planet.”

{2) Brennmeyer’s guick-moving eyes inspected the surroundiﬂgs. and his voice

sank to a whisper. "I’ ve spent thirty years collecting data on every habitable planet in

16

15

20

2%

the Galaxy. 1’ ve searched all the old records. 1’ ve traveled thousands of light-yeers, 39

farther than any space-pilot.” And the location of every habitable planet is now in the
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4 Unit 1 QOceans and Outer Space

memory store gf the best computer in the world. "

Trent lifted his eyebrows politely.

Brennmeyer said. "1’ ve also plotted the exact location of every star, and put that
into the memory store. Once we have made the Jump the computer will scan the heavens
and compare the results with the map of the Galaxy it contains. Once it {inds the proper
match, * and sooner or later it will®, the ship is located in space and then automatically
guided through a second Jump to the neighbourhood of the nearest inhabited planer.”

*Sounds too complicated. ”

“It can’t miss. All these years I’ ve worked on it and it can’t miss. (3) I'{]l have

ten vears teft yet 1o be a millionaire, But you' re voung; you'!l be a mitlionaire much
¥ [

longer. *
*When you fump at random, you ¢an end inside a star. ”
"Not one chance in a hundred trillion, Trent. (4) If you want to worry, worry that

you might die of a heart attack at the moment of take-off. The chances for that are

much higher. ”

# * You might'®, Mr Brennmeyer. You're older.”

Deep in space now, with the police-cruisers in pursuit, he felt the gathering tension
that preceded a jump from one sreliar system to another. No physiologist couid explain
it, but every space pilot knew what it felr like,

The sky was alive with stars and the pattern was so different that he knew the jump
had gone far. Some of those stars were very bright, enough for the computer to have a
nice pattern to match against its memory. It shouldn’t take long.

He leaned back in comfort and watched a really bright star siowly come into view.
1t didn’t seem more than a couple of light-years away and his pilot’ s sense 10ld him that
it was a hot one. The computer would use that as its base and match the pattern cen-
tered about it. Once again, he thought, 1t shouldn’t take long.

But it did. The minutes passed. Then an hour. And still the compurer clicked busi-
ly and its lights flashed.

Trent frowned. Why didn’1 it find the pattern? The pattern had to be there. Old
Brennmeyer couldn’ t have left out a star or recorded it in the wrong place. He had been
working on it almost half his life.

Surely stars were born and died and moved through space, but these changes were
slow, slow. In a million years, the patterns Brennmeyer had recorded couldn't —

A sudden panic clutched at Trent. No! it couldn’t be. The chances for it were even
smaller than jump into a star’s interior.

With trembling hands, he brought it into telescopic focus. He put in all the magni-
fication he could, and around the bright speck of light was the tell-tale fog of turbulent

%
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gases.
It was a ® nova''!
(5) The nova, which had developed, perhaps only a month ago, from a cless of lu-

minosity low enough 10 be ignored by the computer, to one that would be most certainly

taken into account, didn’t exist in the computer’' s memory store. It had not existed in

space when Brennmeyer was collecting his data -— at least not as a luminous star.

” * Don't eount on it'?,” shrieked Trent. ”Ignore it.”

But he was shouting at automaric machinery thar would match the nova-centered
pattern against the space pattern and find it nowhere and continued, nevertheless. to
match and match and match for as long as its energy supply held out.

The air supply would run out much sooner. Trent's hife would ebb away much
spaner.

Helplessly, Trent slumped in his chair, watching the mocking pattern of star light
and beginning the long and agonized wait for death.

¥ If he had only kept the knife!.

Adapted from American Short Stories of Today, Penguin Books 1988
997 words

Proper Names

Arthur Trent /'a:Ba'trent/ PSR« $R04KF
Brennmeyer /bren'maia/ TR

Notes

1. He had left the knife he had stabbed the guard at the space center with; ffE K75
oA TREAMRBIGERILT. aH YT He had left the knife with which
he had stabbed the guard at the space center, A REASi18 with.

2. he would make his jump through hyperspace. fha- 8= EBkHMAY. jump Bk,
HERSPREAIE B KB ROLRAR PRS0 WHAF—TER. hy-
perspace , #73 [8] 5 4B 25 8], fhALHI 2T outer space SHRZ(E).

3, Krillium; et REFBBE—MHHN. FEA¥ETREHRBRAL -um & -ium HE.

41 aluminum &, calcium 4%, radium #&, uranium %,

credits: fFA%#. fEHFBERHKTERRED.

light-years: 34, XXM AL, #6—FHTEBREN .

Galexy: XEREHEBAR. NEUBHREMER,

If we make the Jump at random, we would be anywhere, even fifty thousand light-

years away: R REME Bk, (80 BB k4L 7, S EMB) 50 000 SEELIS. at
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random BEME.{L ¥ .41, 0 The enemy soldiers would shoot at random when they
heard any noise in the dark. EYEIFEBESh T w=h, BB .

8. a meteor swarm . B £f.

9. and sooner or later it will; IR R 2RAIK. XERZEEA . REFA K and sooner or
later it will find the proper match. sooner or later iR &, i1 If you drive like that,
sooner or larer you will have an accident. {FEFHHFE. EELSHEN.

10. You might; A €M, T8MHA] % You might die of a heart attack. ¥ ¥ You Kk,

1. nova: B IEHEREKHEIRRAMEHEE.

12. Don’t count on it: HHEE. HOKRERMRS, H AR UL fiE R RE O
WA R L B4 B B{E B, count on &8, #K#k, &1 You can't count on him for help.
PRI R Bt BB IR, M PR it FEAFIOAFIEAE SO A RSTR MR 2

13. 1f he had only kept the knife; BERAHHBMTIEB LW, i 2 BRELE
SR AF BAR—BBAN A ME, 4 i | had listened to my teacher’s
advice. TR YHRITT ZIHMR BT T

Exercises

I. Read the passage carefully and then answer the questions or complete
the statements in the fewest possible words:

What had Trent done before he started his journey?

How long had Old Brennmeyer been preparing for this space flight?

What was Trent's first impression of the space flight?

What caused the computer failure?

F- o Sl

Can you complete the sentence in Line 64 ”In a million years, the pattern that Brenn-

meyer had recorded couldn’ t—*?
I . Multiple choice questions:

1. It is Asimov’'s belief that

a. machines never cause tragedy and disaster

b. machines are sornetimes disastrous

¢. human beings are responsible for tragedies and disasters

d. humean beings can usually avoid disasters with the help of advanced machines
2. Why didn’ t Old Brennmeyer carry out his own plan himself?

a. He was too old and not energetic enough.

b. He feared that something might go wrong with the computer.

¢. He was afraid of being lonely in outer space.

d. He wanted to use Trent as a subject for his experiment.

3. How would Brennmeyer’s computer work to help find an habitable planet?
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a. It would guide the spaceship directly into the neighborhood of a habitable planet.

b. The pilot prepared a programme for the camputer to guide the spaceship automati-
cally.

¢. The computer would guide the spaceship with the help of the star patterns in its
memory.

d. The pilot would choose the best of programmes which would help him find the
way.

4, Why did Trent frown when he saw the computer fail 1o find the proper match as

quickly as he expected?

a. Because the star light was too strong for his eyes.

b. Because he wanted to have a better view of the beautiful pattern of luminous

stars,
c. Because he felt surprised at the incompetence of the computer to find the proper

match. i
d. Because he was sleepy and felt like taking & nap.
5. What would become of Trent in the end?
a. He would return to where he had come from,.
b. He would fand on a habitable planet,
¢. He would be burnt by the nova's heat.
d. He would die slowly and painfully.

I. Study the models and rewrite the following sentences:

Modet 1:
The star was luminous enough for the computer to have a nice pattern to match

against its memory.
— The star was so luminous that the computer could have a nice pattern to match a-
gainst its memory.

Model 2.

The luminosity of the star was low enough to be ignored by the computer,
— The luminosity of the star was so low that it would be ignored by the computer.
Model 3;
The noise was so loud that we couldn’+ hear what they were talking about.
— The noise was too loud for us to hear what they were talking about.
Model 4.
You have gone too far for a gentleman to stand by.
— You have gone so far that no gentleman can stand by.
1. Some supernovas are brilliant enough to be seen in daylight.
2. She shrieked so loudly that she might have waken up the dead.
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3. They have suffered too much to be hurt any more.
4. Supersonic planes are those that mave fast enough to stay in front of the sound they
produce,
5. So favorable are the weather and the soil in this area thar crops grow in a very good .
condition,
6. The gap was so wide that no understanding could be established between them. -
7. The news is too gaod to believe,

8. The house 1s so special that you can’t miss it.

V. " If only” may introduce an independent sentence in the subjunctive
mood to express a desire that can hardly be satisfied. Rewrite the sen-

tences after the model:

Example; He wished that he had kept the knife.
-- If he had only kept the knife.

1. How 1 wish that my dream would come true.

2. Would that every corner of the world were filled with warm and bright sunshine.

3. What a pity it is that we have missed that golden chance of becoming rich at one
stroke.

4. 1'd give the whole world to become an astronaut.

5. How I regret that I didn't take the hint she gave me.

V. Study the phrases given below and complete the following sentences:

come into view

come into being/existence bring into existence
come into use put to/into use
come into power bring into power
come into force/etfect put into force/effect
come /go into action bring/call into action
come to an end bring 10 an end, put an end 10 |
come to & stop bring to a stop, put a stop to
come to a close bring to a close
1. It was the great social disorder that brought Adolf Hitler into . -

2. Trent watched a bright star slowly come into _ _ .

3. The special law will come inte on Aug. 1.

4, When the newly installed satellite cominunications system comes into ,
television broadcast can be received all over the country.

5. The cease-fire agreement has at least temporarily _ ___ battles in this region

10 an end.



