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1 -HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR
TOEFL VOCABULARY

Section 3 of the TOEFL is called Vocabulary and Reading
Comprehension. It contaius 60 questions and is divided into two
parts. The 30 questions in the {irst part test vocabulary,and the 30
questions in the second part test reading comprehension. You will
have 45 minutes to complete all 60 questions. It is necessary to
complete the vocabulary questions as quickly as possible,since the
30 reading comprehension questions are much longer and take more
time to answer. Many examinees do not finish section 3 because of .
the reading comprehension questions.

Each vocabulary question consists of one sentence followed by
four choices: (A), (B),(C),and (D). The sentences are written in
academic,formal English. Subjects used in the sentences are those a
typical first-year college student in North America may study :nat-
ural sciences (biology,chemistry),social sciences (psychology,eco-
nomics ,geography) ,business,and the liberal arts (history,art,mu-
sic). Some of the sentences refer to American cities, states, and
rivers. Some other sentences refer to American history and include
important individuals and dates. Some sentences are very short(six
or seven words).while others are quite long (26 or 27 words).

In each sentence.a word or phrase is underlined. You must
choose from the four choices the one that is the closest synonym
(has most nearly the same meaning)to the underlined word or
phrase. When the choice replaces the underlined word or phrase in
the sentence, the sentence should still have its original meaning.

For example .

The examination will begin exactly at 8 + 30.



(A)  exceedingly[ i E# ] (C) equitably[ />3]
(B) consequently[ M BFPIT (D) precisely[ KW #h ]

The correct answer is (D). Precisely is a good synonym for ex-
actly . When precisely is placed.in the sentence,the sentence keeps
its original meaning.

Now let’s introduce some ways to enhance your TOEFL VO-
CABULARY stores,

One way to improve your vocabulary is to read. You should
read the kind of material that a college student would read :newspa-
pers.magazines.books.and encyclopedia articles about a variety of
subjects. (Seientific subjects as well as American history and geog-
raphy may be most hefpful. ) This is the kind of material TOEFIL.
tests.

Another good way to learn vocabulary is to make lists of new
words that you learn. However,do not write out the definition of
the word .and do not write the equivalent of the word in your native
language. Instead, write the word in one column of your list and
then write a synonym in another column. As you study the word.
cover the synonym and try to remember it.

Another way to learn more TOEFL. vocabulary is to use a set
of small cards. Write the new word on one side of the card and its
synonym cn the other side. You should review your words and syn-
onyms at least once a 'week.

In order-to improve your TOEFL vocabulary, vou will need
two books: a good thesaurus (a dictionary of synonyms)and a
monolingual English dictionary(a dictionary written only in English
for ‘native speakers of English). When you find a word you don’t
know, first use the thesaurus. It will give you synonyms for the
*word. If the word is not in a good thesaurus, it will not be tested on
the TOEFL ,since the TOEFL uses synonyms to test vocabulary. If
you find synonyms but you don’t know the meaning of the word,
look up the word in the English dictionary. The dictionary will give
you the meaning of the word,as well as other words that are relat-
ed to it. Being able to use an English language dictionary is impor-

—



tant if you wish to learn TOEFL vocabulary.

Another good technique is to learn prefixes. The words TOE-
FL tests often contaiu prefixes. To answer the guestion correctly,
you must recognize the meaning of the prefix. A prefix can make a
dnfferen»‘c in the meaning of a word. For example, “content”means
“happy sbut “miscontent” means “unhappy”. Make a list of prefix-
es as you find them. Then look them up in the dictionary. Here are a
few common prefixes and words that contain them, (from A Select-
ed Vocabulary from the Latest TOEFL)

Prefix Meaning Example

a- “without” asexual T (DY
bi- “two” bilingual B B HIEE i
circum- “around” circumlunar 4 f§ #
dis- “negetive” disclose {FF
en- “to make” ensleve 4%
in- “not” informal JEIER
mis- “bad” ’ misfortune N3

| non- “not” nondescript ¥ AT 2 Y
ob- " | “inverse” obsolete PRI
per- “through” perforate THR F
re- “again” rewrite 5
super- “great” superprofit # %1 F| ¥4
trans- “beyond” transoceanic H ¥ AR
ultra- “very” ultra-leftist # “Z£"4F

Of course,these are not all the prefixes in English. Most pre-
fixes can have more than one meaning and many have more than
one form. For instance,the prefix ab- is simply another form of the
prefix a-. As you learn a prefix, learn different words that contain
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the prefix and its different forms. This way.you will learn its dif-
ferent meanings and its different forms.

Tt is also helpful to learn English suffixes. They can give part
of the meaning of the word. Suffixes usually show grammatical
meaning and part of speech. However, they are not tested on this
part of the TOEFL.



§
2 WHAT VOCABULARY TGO
STUDY

There is a thousand-word vocabulary review in the appendix of
this book. Here you are given guidelines about the kind of vocabu-
lary that may appear in this section. This information is based on a
analysis of words tested on past TOEFL exams. It will help you im
prove your own selection of words to study for the vocabulary part
of the TOEFL. It will also prevent you from studying words that
will nut appear on the TOEFL.

1. Learn the words the TOEFL has already tested. The undut-
lined words tested in this part of the TOEFL are not tested again.
However,they may be used again in the choices as synonyms {o:
other words that are tested. Since these are good words to know for
all kinds of reading ,make a list of these vocabulary words and learn
them. You can make this list from words that have been tested on
any previous TOEFLS you have,or from the words in the TOEFI.
test kits available from ETS. You can also include in your list the
underlined words included in the practice tests of this book. In addi-
tion,write down the words used in the choices in all of the practice
tests. These words are on the test because they are possible syn-
onyms for other words. And words that can be synonyms for other

words are the words you need to know to score high on the TOE-
FL.

2. Learn words that are in general use, current,and likely to
appear in the kinds of material a college or university student in

North America would read in newspapers, magazines, encyclope-
dias,or books. These words are used in many contexts and tvpes of
reading material. Students who read widely will meet these words

__5_.,



agaln and again.

5. Learn adjectives and verus. Most English words wre pouns.

Ve ,ad:eutnw and verbs are tested @ oiten as nouns on the 'I"OE_—
F . Adjectives can tasilly be meds into adverbs (usyally tv adding

e suffix-ly),and sdverbs are al:c tested on the TOEFL.

4. Learn words of Latin origin. About half of the words that
appear in this part of the test are of Latin origin. Therefore,if you
do not speak or read a language that comes from Latin,learn as
many Latin words as you can. Focus on the meaning of the root of
the word and notice how the root is used in other related words.
During the test,focus on the root of the word also. If you do speak
or read a language of Latin origin,examine the root.of the word for
clues to its meaning when taking the test. Do the same for the
choices.




3 WHAT VOCABULARY NOT
TO STUDY

In srder to know what vocabulary not 10 study,you will need a
monolingual English dictionary. Each dictionary has a “Guide”in
the front, before the definitions of words beginning with the letter
A. Notice that the guide lists the labels that are used in the diction-
ary. The authors .f the dictionary use these labels to identify
words .or specifi¢ mcanings of words .that are unusual or special in
some way. These nn-isual or special words are not a part of the gen-
eral vocabulary;therefore . they are not tested on the TOEFL. The
labels that identify 1nusual or special words are:Nonstandard. In-
formal, Slang . Vuliar, Archaic, Rare, Poetic, Regional (plus labels
indicating a specific region of the United States), British.and for-
eign language labels such as French. If you have a dictionary print-
ed in Great Britain.it will include the label American. Again,any
word that carries such labels will not be tested on the TOEFL..

The dictionary also contains subject lables. These are lables
that identify technical words or words that have specific meanings
within a subject or occupation. Such words are not found in a vari-
ety of settings.but only in specific and/or technical contexts. Some
examples and the field each represents are :mitochondrion[ 28 i {4 ]
(biology) slumen([ i B — -- Y63l & 8. {1 ] (physics) .duodenum[ -} = .
1§ B ] (anatomy) . enzyme [ f§ ] (chemistry).and eocene [ 5 & i &
£1](geology). Whenever you see such subject labels in the diction-
ary,you do not have to learn these words for the TOEFL.

The dictionary also contains idioms. An idiom is a common ex-
pression in which a group of words has a different meaning from
what its individual words mean. Idioms are used commonly in ev-

_7_



ervday speech and make the language colorful. Idioms are usuzlly -
dentified in a dictionary by very heavy or dark print andv then de-
fined. Although they often appear in part A and B of section I of the
TOEFL,they are never tested in the vocabulary section.

The dictionary also contains phrases. Phrases are groups of
words conveying one meaning,such as in general ,on the whole,and
little by little. Phrases are also identified in the dictionary hyv very
heavy or dark print,followed by a definition. They are usually listed
under the main word in the phrase. For example, “on the whole”is
included in the definition of “whole”. Phrases rarely appear on this
part of TOEFL. The vast majority of vocabulary questions are sin-
gle vocabulary words. However, two-word and three-word verbs
(phrasal verbs such as blow up,pay homage to,carry out,and hand
in)de-occasionally appear on the vocabulary part of the test. (See
Appendixes in this book. )

Jngmes oL types of animals, birds,clouds, fisk,food, minerals,
plants rrots ; e, require a definition rather thdn a synonym , and
&hus cdlld not be tested here. Some examples and their definitions
are:owl Ca kind of bird), porcupine (a kind of animal), starfish(a
*kind 8Ffish):potatoes (a kind of food) ,tulip (a kind -of plant),and
granité(a kind of rock).In a dictionary,such words contain a sub-
ject label.

Don’t forget| The TOEFL does not test every word in the Eng-

lish language. The words likely to appear on TOEFL are words that

can be found in a variety of contexts in university-level reading and
can easily be given a synonym. These words can be nouns,verbs,
adjectives ,and ,less frequently,adverbs.



4 TAKING THE TEST

The 30 vocabulary questions n (125 section of the test are de-
signed to test your knowledge of v 4. 1'arv.not your reading com-
prehension. Therefore, it is usuall 1 - ecessary to read the sen-

tence that each word appears in. {ast ad. vou should look only at
the underlined word and choose irs synonym from among the four
choices.

This strategy is the most successiul sne because it will save
you much time and help you avoid confusion. Time is veryfmpor-
tant in Section 3 of the TOEFL. Many srudents find-that'the read--
ing selections take a long time to read. Therefore gou st save
time on the vocabulary questions. The sentences ih, thé¥ocahulary
questions will often contain unfamiliac vocabularyl and, mose Tikely
an unfamiliar context that may take you a long timéto understand.
But,more'importantly.the sentences are not writtensto $elp xpﬁ
understand the meaning of the word. If vou don’t know the nieaning
of the word,all four choices can fit into the sentence equally well.

Note:If two (or more)of the choices can be synonyms for the
underlined word, you must read the sentence to determine which
meaning is correct. However,this occurs very rarely on the test.

Here are some examples to help you look at the underlined
word only. Try to choose the correct answer for each.

Lkdkkx kkk kkk k& % % % % % & * % % intelli-

gent.

(A) hopeful {(C) smart
(B) trustworthy (D) careful
2.k X % % k % % % *demonstrated % * * * * % * % K.
(A) associated (C) excluded
(B) proved (D) profited



3.Education* * % % % % kX% % *k k% *x kK X Xk k.
(A) Work (C) Assignment
(B) Service (D) Schooling

In each case,if you know the meaning of the word.you can fiad -
the answer without reading the sentence. The answers are;

1. (C),2. (B),and 3. (D)

The following two examples will show you that if you don'
know the underlined word,any of the four choices will be possible
1in the sentence. '

1. The Scarlet Letter is Nathaniel Hawthorne's * % * % &
novel.

(A) longest (C) most popular
(B)  best (D) most quoted

2, The two towers of the World Trade Center are X %k k&

* New York landmark.

(A) a notable (C) a well-known

.(B) a much-photographed (D) an enormous
, The above examples show you the importance of studying the
underlined word first. They also show that reading the sentence is
hot necessary in order to find the correct option. Reading each sen-
tence may only waste your time. You should read the sentence only
if y6u feel it will help you when you are undecided between two or
-mhore chdices,or if you have no idea about the correct choice. T hen,
-the “sentenice may remind you of the meaning if you Have ever
learned the word before. :



5 STRATEGY REVIEW AND
PRACTICE

Remember, there are three basic strategies you should use in
the vocabulary part of Section 3. , .

1. Work as fast as you can so you will have enough time for the
Reading Comprehension questions that follow.

2. Read the underlined word first and try to find the correct an-
swer. Do Not read the sentence unless you don’t know the meaning
of the underlined word.

3. Examine the root of the word for clues to its meaning,if you
speak or read a language derived from Latin.

Below are 30 sample vocabulary questions. You should practice
the above strategies with these questions. Answer them as quickly
as you can and do not read the sentences unless you absolutely
must. You should complete the exercise within 15 minutes.

1. We inferred from his remarks (B) policeman

that he was happy about the (C) judge

. project. A (D> emperor

"(A) assumed
(B) answered 3 Without Cathy’s constant
(C) heard composure, we never would
(D) misunderstood have come through as we

| did.

2. George was fined $ 50 by the (A) gifts

. magistrate and given a strong (B) presence of mind
warning. (C) ideas

“(A) lawyer ’ (D) nervousness

— 11—



