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Wuo Is GEORGE Lucas?
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he Hollywood film industry exerts an enormous influence
on our lives. Images from Hollywood movies may atfect
what we choose to wear, how we behave, even what we think.
Ironically, one of the most powerful men in the American film
business today is a shy, creative individual who tends to avoid

the glitz and glamour we usually associate with Hollywood.

George Lucas has written, produced and directed some of the
most successful movies ever made. During the 1970s, he entered
a movie-making world dominated by older men

! and turned that world upside down. In his
‘Working hard i ‘ . . .
reing hard 1s very famous movie Star Wars, he pioneered sweeping

{ important. You're not

e —— technological changes and amazing special

i

% without working ) effects. Even more importantly, he changed
| extremely hard. No the subject matter of movies and the way in
i matter how easy it looks which stories were told. Instead of making

on the outside, it’s a very,

‘films about real-life’ issues, Lucas’ three Star
| very difficult struggle.

Wars films were fairy-tale fantasies with non-
George Lucas i .
. | stop action, and a mythic clash of good versus

evil, with good winning through.
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; Studio executives couldn’t figure out why
¥m so ordinary that a lot; ¢ everyone wanted to see the films — but they
did. With the billions of dollars earned by

the Star Wars and Indiana Jones films, Lucas

- of people can relate to me,
i because it’s the same kind L
l

. of ordinary that they are. ‘

|
| think it gives me an‘ has created a huge movie-making empire
“insight into the mass%
-audience. | know what |
3

and changed the history of cinema itself.

His movies are more watched than any

liked as a kid, and | stil ..
like it ;\ others, and their influence extends around
IKe 1T, E

t

{

the world.

e kG’eorge Lucas ..

Film producer
and director
George Lucas.
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A STRONG-WILLED CHILD

corge Lucas was born on 14 May 1944. His parents, George
and Dorothy Lucas, already had two daughters and so
were very pleased to have a son. They named him George
Walton Lucas Jnr and, almost from the minute he was born

ki

George Snr began making plans for his son’s future.

A 1950s'photo

of the main George Snr owned a stationer’s shop in Modesto, a small town
street in in northern California. The previous owner had regarded George
Modesto. Snr almost as a son, and arranged for him to take over the

2

= I ¢
f r— *

L*GT
B c
S v

E
L
¥

t

X

VICTOR L
L rmiptaw 200 B8

6 G0O D00 000 000000 0000000000600 000 00O 000 0000060 0060000000 000CO0OCEOCROIOSITOGOIES



it R0 B %

Feig - ARETHA TI9444ES5S A 140, AR, FFiE - A R
MEHHE - S RBORET —HLIL, it édeenms 4L
Fo MR ARG - R SR, LR M A
ZIRS, A RETBIT R M ROk SR E TR T .

TG - A RENFER AL N EEESEAS - K XA
B, IR XEEHRT EAREFERACH, TRBAMZHERTR

stationer n. X AW®H
previous adj. fERiE, BEM

000 000 000 00O NEO00G 000 000 000 RO OESSQREGEDRIGOCPES COIGEOCOOISPOCOONEDISIOREONOTEOSPOQREOETS QOROTYS 7



business when he retired. George Snr dreamed of doing the

same with his own son. But George Jnr had other ideas.

George Jnr was small, but what he lacked in height, he made
up for in stubborn determination to do things

his own way. When he was just 2 !/2, he

When kids come to me and watched while some workmen tore down a

say, Well, how do you get wall. He proceeded to get his own hammer
into the business?”! say,
“You just start doing it.”’

George Lucas Unfortunately, the wall he set to work on was

and chisel and went to work on another wall.

not supposed to be removed!

George loved working with his hands. He built dolls’ houses
for his sisters and their friends. He made chess sets and toy
cars. Once he even constructed a kid-sized rollercoaster in his
back garden. He started a neighbourhood newspaper and made
his first film — a stop-motion sequence of plates stacking and
unstacking themselves — before he was twelve. And he
demonstrated not only creative talent, but also a good business
sense. When he and a friend turned a garage into a haunted
house, he charged admission. Children lined up around the

block (as they would one day line up to see his films) waiting
to get in.
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As a boy, George
shared a passion
for comic books
with many other
kids of his age.
This 1953 photo
shows boys

reading comic
books with 3-D
glasses.
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A MIND OF HIS OWN
Lucas says that he enjoyed his childhood, but he also recalls
feeling uncertain and depressed much of the time. Some of

these feeling may be attributed to his relationship with his
parents.

His mother had always been frail, and the birth of George’s
younger sister, Wendy, drained Dorothy’s strength. During
George’s childhood, she was always in poor
health and frequently in hospital. She
adored ‘Georgie’ , but left most of his care
to their housekeeper, Mildred ‘Till’ Shelley.

George Snr was another matter. He was a
stern Methodist who believed in the value
of hard work. He put in long hours at his
store and expected the same kind of effort
from his son. When George was eleven,
his father insisted that he mow the lawn
with a push-mower. This was very difficult for George physically.
He was short and thin. So he worked out a plan. For weeks he
saved his pocket money. When he had $35, he borrowed $25

more from his mother. Then he went out and bought a power
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‘It’s the one thing | discovered early on. You may have to overcome a
fot of fear and get up a lot of courage sometimes to do even the simplest
things, sometimes just to get up in the morning. But you can do it. You
can make a difference. Dreams are extremely important. You can’t do
it unless you imagine it.’

George Lucas

'y

mower. George Snr couldn’t decide whether to be angry with
his son for avoiding the lesson he wanted to teach him, or proud
of his resourcefulness.

George often demonstrated the persistence and tenacity his
father expected of him, but only when working on projects of
his own choosing. This caused tension in the family because
his early passions were comic books, television, and rock and

LT-?

roll music — not his father’s store.

Rock and roll
artist Elvis
Presley was an
inspiration for
many 1950s'

teenagers.
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