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Unit 1

Is There life on Earth?
(HBER A5 H- e 7D

[ imxcma |

This is a-humorous and satirical essay. Art Buchwald tells us that Venu-
sians are researching the hurnan being and trying to explore the possibility of life
on Earth., Venusian scientists have come 1o the conclusion, based on their satel-
lite landing , that there is no life on Earth.

The author’s aim is (o criticize the large corporations and manufacturers in
America which are pulluting the environment, and to call our attentions 1o the
fact that man has pulluted his environment to such an extent that he might de-
stroy himsel{ without environmental protection.

R~ HARRHEAE, EXAS FIAMERANEEAFEALA
A NG EARFENTRLE, REANAHGIE. 2 LHHEXNH
HER - RRLANLER, RERFRFRLEEF AU ETALATAL
FoAM AN Ry —+ 8 GhB AL LEFERARTAEN
KA DRTARFEEP R ALE TR,

| = mmmmAREe |

1. Is there life on earth? —— I there any beings existing on carth? MR [
Ay
. 1 .



Umt 1

For the first time Venusian scientists managed to land a satellite on the
planet Earth, and it has been sending back signals as well as photographs
ever since —— The Venusian scientists succeeded launching the [rst
satellite to the planct Earth, and it has been returmng many informations
ever since. /B EHIREFE GO0 M LR IS L VR BhE LA
3 1 R S S R
manage 1;
{1} suceeed (in doing something) i MRS
4. () Can vou manage to paint the big classtoom in rwo hours? {1881
EEA D BTEEA RHENS?
)1 wondered how they managed under such difficalt conditions, #
M TER RN AN T RINBEHERRE FEK.
(2} control; handle; deal with B3 608 ;0
1. (D> My mother always managed the house very well, B EERINK
BEMGI A&,
{3 The supcrmarket is badly managed. X FBERTHEELE,
land v: come 1o fand; put on land; bring {an aircraft etc. ) to land B ;
bR E
). {1} When did the encmy land? & A 8f &7
(@ This is the first airliner landed safely at the new airport. XRTER
ML HRME - N,
send back: cause (something or soraeonc) to return
. (D She went to live with her mother, but her mother sent her back to
her hushand. MERE LR EE, NI FERRBED L L
WET .
3} Pleasc send the novel back 1o me when you've finished reading it.
MEERZE.HEAR,
ever since: from then tilt now; cominually afterward B M- bh-- LA
i}, () Wi have come to know eaclr other ever sinee we sludied in the vol-
leye, A FRSEEHRENI N MALT
2 My old father caught 2 bad cold last Monday and has been in bed

02-



Book Two

ever since. BHELF ELWY -BTERG.BFHUE -HEM%
LR,

3. The satellite was directed into an area known as Manhattan (named after
the great Venunsiah astronomer Prof. Manhaitan. whe Tirst discovered it
with his telescope 20 000 light years ago)—— The satellite was aimed at an
area called Manhattan {which was given Uhe same name of the great Venu-
sian astro-nomer prof, Manhattan, who first found 1t wath his relescope 20
000 light years ago). XU UAER BN ERFGEUEE L
KR RBEGEEENE T, ERA RS RASER Y
EEMTATRE),
be known as : be gencrally recognized as: be called kg3 LR & &
..

M . () Hunan is known as the “land of fish and rice”. ¥ % BH"1K

z57.
(@) Beethoven is knownm as a famous musician. REFRLINNEEE
F#.,

name after; be given the same name (of) as B85 45 LU EFAE
#, (1) The machine is named after its inventor. & G HER KR HEH
BFEMEW,

() The capital of the United States was named after the first Pressdent
George Washington. 2E Y HBRUEAS —TLETH - T
MEFHER.

4. Vennsian scientists were able ta gel valuable information as to the Feasibiti-
ty of a manned Mying saucer landing on Earth —— Venusian scientists
could gain precious information about the possibility of a llying object wath
man landing on Earth & BB 016 i 374 TH X8 A GRS 1 B
L ¥R E I
as ta: about; concerning X T
). 1) The tivtle girl didn mind as to these difficulties. A% A

PR .
3 There is ne doubt as to his honesty, % S T AE XN,
$ 3
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giL

. We have come 1o the conclusion, based an last week's satellite landing —-
We have drawn the conclusion from last weck’s satelliie landing #R48 &R
A DRFTRIMTIH, BIHEL T NI,
come 1o a (the) concluston: reach (draw’ a (thedconclusion B8R
#). {1} The judge thought 1t over. but vould come to no conclusion. 3T

FaH® T - F L AREHHIEMEE.

(2} The leader has come to the conclusion that it would be unwase to
accept the young man’s proposal. FYFTHdiehis, RMRREFA
SRR BT,

base -~ on (upon}; found on; ground on: give (something) a reason or

starting point in {(something) Li-- A6k .- HR T

# . (D One should always base one’s opinuon on facts. ABTRS HRLE
(HE % 103 8

{3) Sorialism bases itsell upon matenalism, f & L LAY A A
Bhed.

6. For one thing, Earth’s surface in the area of Manhattan is composed of sol.

id concrete and nothing can grow there — - First, Earth’s surface in the.

area of Manhattan is made up of {irm concrete and nothing can live there &

5'E‘ﬁﬁﬁmﬂﬂmﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁfmﬁjiﬁﬁtmﬁjﬂ‘Effﬁﬁ{iﬁﬂ‘;jﬁﬁﬂ
k.
far one thing (+--for another} , in the first place (+in the second place) B
(- HE HIGATRBEED
. () 1 can not go abroad this year. For one thing. 1 have no time, and
for another 1 have not money enough. R AHEAMRLE, —REH
B, REEAE .
(Z) She does nor think that he is her good husband. For one thing, he

drinks; for another. he likes ganbling. #3047 DR BRI L
¥, fB--RW. R .

be composed of : be made up of {(sumething, things. or people)

#l; (D) The cake was composed of flour, butter . eggs, and sugpar. ERER
g T, B L T R L

0.40



&) A cricket team 15 composed of cleven players, WERBAE 11 AR
L.

7. What does this meap as Mfar as gur flying saucer program is concerned? - - —
What's the mcanilng of this as for the plan of [lying saucer? iX S B {TH R
R LS R E 4%
as (so) far as+~be concerned: as [ur: in respect of SE--M T GEME T
4. (1) As far as the pattern is concerned , 1 prefer this skirt. SaCEEmT .

BREERXEETF.
@ As far as y knowledge is converned, the children are safe and
sound. RTPHEAM . B NLALL,

%. You see this datk black cloud hovering over the surface of Earth?—— Have
you {ourd this dark! black cloud hanging over the surface of Eanh? 43471
BETERERXE FRPHELFERAMEIZY?
hover over:

1) rermain still or nearly still in the air above (something or someone ) i
- B8 b3

#: A bird is hovering over a big uec. -~H SERE FAR.

(2} threaten {someone JELHHEAD

#. The fiear of dismissal has been hovering over me ever siwe the
ditector’s waming. B E{EEHZE. SN RRHBHE—HHEE
Rk,

4. crush into. cause to hit (something or somwone) wath force, usu. acciden-
wally il MR
8. (D) The car crashed into a bus on the bridge. 4 FE#F (of, Wt TS

HHE,
@) John has crashed the car into the gate again. i LipEME] b
T,

10, Stick up: be raised vr kept upright 8 (1 EE

& (1 Stick up your hand if you know the answer, MPHEES R AR
FAERE.
{2y He saw a green branch sticking up in the water. faZ B A @ L

.5
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11.

12.

13

M- - R
They're some type of granite Formations that give off light at night
They are some kind of granite structurcs that send out light at might. &1}
REFEE SR ANERCER,
give off ; send owr (something. esp. a liquid, gas. light, or smell) BUE L
#1: O The boiling water gives olf steam. JFRE RN,
@ The roses gave off a sweet fragrance. BREREDEE.
If all you say Is true, wont this set back the flying saucer program seversl
years? —— H what you have said 1s quite nght, won' this delay the flying
saucer program a lew years? MR IRMA R XL, BB Wi UARE
HERYFILE Td?
set back
(1) delay the advance of (something): delay {~omeone? [rom advancing
by tan amount of time) B1F BLIE  REM
. (D The cost of the war has set back the naional development by ten
years, SRPMHESUERYERNIR (4,
(@) The fire in the factory set back production by several weeks. LTI
Pk 15 & R HL A LA 7=
(23 mave (sormething) in a backward direction f5#: il
#: (1} Why don't you set your chair back a Hutle to get a better view? ff
Wi A RRHFRGE B RETERR?
(3 Mind that dog when he sets his cars back, it’s a sign that he's an-
gry. ASGHRET R RS TR R BB BOGER,
Pref. Zog. why are we spending billfons and billions of zilches to tand a
flying saucer on Earth when there is no dife there? — Prof, Zog, why do
we sperd so much money 10 Taunch a flying saucer on Earth since there is
no being there? A IR R E I RN A ARRER
(2T Zitch 7o H Rk 2 4 CRRAE?
Zlich n: (Amencan slang) zero: nothing. Here ss used ax & monetary unit

(EERETEOE, R AHHERH R LD

+ 5.



Book Two

1. the press conference; M B <. Wit e

2. HEE notice Hl pay attention to: notice H & BE LS :pay attention to
FREFEBRREE B
#. O Did you notice her enter the laboratory. 4 % H o i % 8 % T 059

& You must pay attention 1o your pronunciation. iR EEFSEE
(DB HPAERRNES UERTER).

. 1t goes without saying that-s, 475 MM ; SLIR

. have no further use for sth, ;. FERE(HD

. be out of sight: BEFRT

. the right person for the job: ¥ THAEMEEAR(SFEAF

. take steps to do sth. . REEREES

. crystal clear, RN KRBT

8. have ne tolerance for sth, : XLk F

10. nothing but; BE, RAGT BT - LAt 4t 4

L]

oo =1 on LA

Comprehension of the Text (BRI FEXN p. 14 >
1, Choose the best answer for each of the fotlmving:
Ie 2. b 3 a 4. d
5 d 6. b 7. a B e
0. Answer the followmg questions:
1. What caused the ¢xcitement on the planet Venus?
~—Fhe Venusian scientists had successfully launched a satellite to the plan-
et Earth, and it has been sending back informatons from the Earth ever
stnce.
2, 1s there such a place as Manhattan on Earth? Where is i if the answer 15
ves? What do you think the author intends by the use of this name?
—There is teally a city in the United States named New York, and one of

L



Unit 1

its contral area is called Manhattan. The author was to point out the prob-
lems and shortcorings of this city humarously.

3. What led the Venusian scientists to believe that there is no life on Earth?
—The Venusian scientists concluded that there was no life on Earth be-
causc the Manhattan is composed of solid concrete where nothing can
grow, and Earth’s atmosphere is filled with carbon monoxide and other
deadly gases,

4. What, according to Prof. Zog, will add weight to the saucer? Explain.
—He indicated that they would have 10 take their own oxygen and water n
the flying saucer. Consequently, they would need a lot of weight to the
SauCeT.

5. Why does Prol. Zog think it impossible 10 land a flying saucer on Earth

without its being smashed?
—The professor says that there are 50 many paths with moving metal pac-
ticles on them that it would be impossible for a flying saucer to land on
Earth without getting smashed by one. Here the author is humorously re-
ferring to the numerous cars on roads and highways in New York.

6. Sum up briefly the various dangers that a Venus Being might encounter if

sent onto Earth.
—First, a Venus Being would not be able to breathe the polluied air or
drink the polluted water on Earth, Second, he would have to pass through
the “consolidated Edison Belt”, a dark cloud hovering over the Earth®s
surface. “Third, his saucer would Jikely be smashed by a “metal objeet” (a
car) if it tried 10 land on Earth.

7. What is this satirical eesay direcied against?

—This essay is directed against the large corporations and manufacturers
in America which are polluting the crvironment. It is also eritienzing the
American people for heing complacent about such environmental destruc-
tion. becanse they are not willing 10 try 10 prevens these destructive prac-
tices.

8. What will you do 10 help protect our environment from being seriously pul-

8



