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Preface

A GUIDE TO CHINESE NEWSPAPER-READING was
compiled to help foreign students in learning to read Chinese
newspapers. It can be used for independent study or as an in-
structive reference book.

This book is very rich in content. Included are a vast num-
ber of selected newspaper articles as well as explanations of sig
nificant terms and techniques in newspaper—reading.

This book is based on explaining the characteristics of the
lay-out of Chinese newspapers and;ﬁer,s_]_oxhe needs of foreign
students learning Chinese. It is primarily comprised of news re-
ports and a small number of dispatches, feature stories, editori-
als and advertisements. In order to allow students to master the
vocabulary and terms common to journalistic writing, this book
1s organized according to topics such as politics, economics,
trade, and environmental protection. Each topic includes two to
six different articles. After each lesson, in addition to Vocabu-
lary lists (in Chinese and English) and Examples, this book of-
fers two additional types of explanatory notes. One is “Back-
ground Information” which is relevant to the content of the se-
lected readings; and the other is “Newspaper Knowledge” which
explains the development, current situation, linguistic character-
istics and reading te;hniques of Chinese newspapers. The pur-
pose of including these two additional explanatory sections is
two-fold. Firstly these sections are provided to help resolve the
difficulties in comprehending Chinese newspapers due to cultural

5



differences. Secondly, they are provided to foster cultural under-
standing. Through these two means it is hoped that students can
obtain a more complete appreciation of Chinese newspaper-.

In short, the content of this book is aimed at giving foreign
students the kevs needed to rend Chinese newspapers and to ef-
fectively raise their newspaper-reading level and abilities.

The articles fcr this baok were published in 1993 and Select-
ed primarily from the following newspapers: PEOPLE'S DAI-
LY. GUANG MING DAILY, WENHUI DAILY., ECONOMIC
DAILY, BEIJING DAILY, and so on. In the interests of saving
space, the articles and examples found in this book are not desig-
nated by exact dates.

For the convenience of foreign students, the language used
in the examples and explanations is as simple and straight-for-
ward as possible. However, it is understood that this simplicity
can often lead to problems of clarity. It is hoped that readers can
offer their suggestions and criticisms to help rectify this situation
where need be.

Throughout the course of compiling this book, I received
the generous help of many friends. I express my heartfelt thanks
here. I specially thank Ms. Zhuo qing Qi of Beijing University,
Ms. Lucy Hannah of New Zealand, Mr. Weinan Zheng of
Durham University and Ms. Zhu yi Chen of the U.nited States for
great assistance in English. I would also like to thank Mr. Heng
yan Shen who is a director of the Social Sciences Document Press

for supporting the publishing of this book.

Zhang Fengge
February 1994
Renmin University

of China, Beijing
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