| i o
Bnh R ER RER %

EeIVed ()¢/c can adqg force

or
¢ feading we cho

ose to

‘Sl}o.
. 1 .

4 e rer
e L
=S S Y



(FARB)
i el 5

HER FwE

ALSTINTE K 2 Hh A 4t



EHZERME (1P ¥iE

T oy RE3L,1998. 9
© ISBN¢7:305-04697-6

Tl e 0L R . EIE-EE- SR MM
NV.H315

o iR A< B H1E CIP B 5 (98) 56 24502 5

Ab U A R R T
QeEFHE OISR 195 WBBIERTE:100875)
AN i
A B EERTER  SEBFERES
A, 787mm X 1092mm  1/16 EPgk. 13.25 ¥¥. 318 T ¥
I99R FE 9 IS 1 AR 1998 4 9 H 88 1 sKEP Y
EI%: 1~5000 =E#r: 18.00 50

1
B i%ggﬁa"‘#iﬁi:ﬁ %2 M/ RERRE . - L7



;-]

(BAbGESE) SLEMM, FRANRAREEY - —FH¥%E. HEb
TEEPELRETEFEVISG, HEEMEHTEBESL. REPRL LK
FHIEE

FHEMKES BER S TIEFERER HINEHFERNRRE, BFTH
ZRXEFEEGERREEM, FHLEEPELEEREGETIO R
A2 BORIX ERr A4 RRR, £ HRAESREEEBE L.
TERETLUTILEERE:

LB (B RiE S R B 2 M) B TS
SER, Wi REWGELEED CKR) HER,

2. EEEEH-IDIENF, BLEMEIEEEETERNS IR
TRAREACHIREESN, NTHZMREEERS. £X IR,
BAVS A EN CRABSES) . B H .S ARNIERTERRRF
H B R T UL RIHE S EURM . N T AR SR RN 34T T BP0
BRERIYI 2k

3. MASELEHEFETHEIMIENERENS. BdX -TREUE
FEAREXROEYN, REXBITRAER. Hit, RMRFAEEEER
ESEREREENR, UEFEEERE HIANBR.

4. RIFSIERIRBYE (fluency) S¥ERYE (accuracy) BIZE—. M P A
s T ARG RFFERBREACBMEMRGEH, CEF - RPRE
AR E BB R R R LR RHE T B E RIS

5. HTHEBERERNBEUHTE TRIEN, WXHEREZATEU
ff. Bk, B —RPBRNBPAEZHEBERARFHRGIL, HFERUFEY
MEEEBGHEFENLEN AN S BEIFEKFTREER, WXIF



FHEE 5 LUE N AR RS ERTE.

(AL IGESME) B—Ma AW AE S, LR, B -BIREE
EEEESE BoHBIRBESE. BIAMBREST, FENIXES
BB BIERE. DETHE. ARG, EREEER, DA
B BUATE. HEAM. RIENFRVNBRE. BOMTERLIIWEN.
RURYE. SHME. BEHE NSRS, B THRE—NETEEERXR 0T
NP ERER, £8P R e ER, UEBZEEMKR T #H
ERMGHAERE. AMEZH T — M ETEEAFEI R ERFRNE
&, FREERENSUANAFNERIEABRRNEW. 55 M Huk
BRAERENSERNSHE, AFETFT—SHT RS MES. Eil
FOEMBENGFEN ZREBICE - REMXENGHETE, BELFR
FXR . ARAIBEERRE CEARBNALEN. CTENEX, 6k
HERXNRENR, EBRHRXEEEREEE.

PR AR A R B0 B 2 S ECE B R. P B ERE 7 — SR
AR ST CE I SR BT, M R 3 AT AR B K P RO FAE R B
RIFGEMA A, MIEEFRSHILRXSEIETF. B—MEESEUHN
FHESHERRUESEEH. £ MR E M FERRLEHEE
(journals), HMZETRRFEELRE K BIMEKMNE ST RESIERR
i, B ERMEREAS, REGEDORAES. BTIESHEPRE
R EE BN ERPEEE, BOMERIH/A T DNRER
EMEEGE-REFHACERCEE. ERSH (GLEXHEM) MMz
KA -

BT EEEAERMCRA BRI . BT AREFRNEE
ok, WEHFEHZHENSERY. FABETRRLIT ERRTTEN
B FAEIEURSIBNSEER. FTABHREHOR: (DREH
MRS BRAEL: QABMNEZE LERKIESES.

FA S BRFE L UM R FAME REEEWAA . REBEEHLFLZ
A HEXRKBIEREXTST . RIS FFLRSMEBITRER S X
FER S KRR AT EE LN VLA E T RMES, hEE
BEMRE THREETROEN. ARREBELBID Laure Liv M7E Figst

i



[ 5 KA F SR FE BN Bettry Barr L0t ABEHME SWHE, RIFE T HH
EENEY. Sk, BMESERRIRE LR,

BT EE B REESCBOK- R, i B3 EE s, —
EHRB AN EERMEZ AL, BIEAEH R I E SR E R

TR, RER
1997 & 5 HF JbHIive K2EIMER

iid



A Writing Course for English Majors

Second Year

TOPICS WRITING ASSIGNMENTS LANGUAGE F¥
Essay Development |®Writing an outline on the|@ Rewriting sentences
-comparing the essay| subject ‘university’ ® Editing a paragraph

and the paragraph
-selecting a topic from a
given subject
-deciding the title
-writing the thesis
statement
- writing an outline
- introductory paragraph
- concluding paragraph

@Supply an introduction and a
conclusion for the incomplete
essay printed in the book

Comparison and
Contrast
-item-by-item method
-point-by-point method
-comparing/ contrasting
signals

@Similarities/differences
between high school and
university

@Comparing two types of
activities — indoor activity and
outdoor activity

@ Faulty comparisons
® Error corrections
©® Editing an essay

Cause and Effect
-analysing causes and
effects
-distinguishing causes
and etfects in writing
-organising cause/
effects for the essay

O(CAUSE)

-Some freshmen'’s inability to
cope with college life and study
-Some students’ health becoming
poor after being in university for
about a year

@(EFFECT)

-Tutoring 3 pupils/times each
week

-Being a member of a student’s
organization

© Cause and effect
relations

@ Error correction
exercises

© Editing an essay

Expository essays

-the HOW questibn

-the WHY question
-explaining a
picture/diagram
-explanation based on
personal experience or
knowledge
-explanation based on a
conversation

®OWriting on ‘Facing setbacks in
a university’

@Writing to explain the process
of doing something

®Explaining a travel plan from a
conversation

O Word usage: EVER

®Position of ONLY in
sentences

© Editing an essay




Narrative essays
-about a person
-about events/incidents

®Writing about a person
@Writing about an event”

OWord usage: EVEN
©®Sentence paraphrasing
© Sentence rewriting

OEditing an essay
|Descriptive essays @Describing  the  dormitory|@Dangling problems
-general and specific before and after the military|@Error correction
-appealing to the senses | training exercises
-figurative language @Describing a person ©Editing an essay

Argumentative essays | OWriting on ‘the tightening of]@Connecting devices

- the proposition examination administrations’ | @®Repeating for clarity,
- the proof @Writing on ‘Younger workers| ‘this’ ‘these’

-studying the issues and | are better employees’ ®Emphatic statements,
taking sides ‘indeed’, ‘in fact’, ‘that
-considering opposing is’, ‘in other words’
opinion OEditing an essay
Writing a Summary OWriting a summary (timed) OStyle

-process of summarising [@Writing a summary based on a|®Error correction
materials passage (timed) exercises

-important steps in
summary writing
-learning to extract

meaning from a

© Editing an essay

passage
More (Formal) Letters | Writing a formal letter of © Formal and informal
and Notes request or inquiry ® Rewrite sentences

-request and inquiry
-apology and
explanation
-complaint
-congratulations
-condolence and

sympathy

@Writing a letter of complaint
(timed)

paying attention to style
changes
© Sentence combining
© Editing a letter
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Unit 1

UNITONE  Essay Development

Based on what we have learned in our writing course last year, the focus of our course
this year will turn from mostly letter writing and paragraph writing to essay writing. An
essay, by definition, is a short piece of writing on one particular subject by a student. It
can also be a piece of writing on one subject for publication. What we describe in
Chinese as &t %, B, BA%. /i X can all be classified as an ‘essay’. It usually
explains or discusses a subject to a much fuller extent compared with the paragraph.

Organization of the essay

The structure of an essay is much like that of a paragraph, except that an essay is an
extended discussion, much longer and with a number of paragraphs. An essay can be
divided into three main parts: the introduction (beginning), the body (middle), and the
conclusion (end). The introduction paragraph starts the essay by introducing the writer’s
purpose of writing or the main idea of the essay. The statement which does this job is
called ‘the thesis statement’. The body of the essay can be composed of several
paragraphs, depending on the number of points the writer wants to deal with and the
time that he is allowed to work on it. Each paragraph in the body will have a topic idea,
usually referred to as ‘the topic sentence’, and will expand upon the essay's main idea
through use of appropriate supporting materials: examples and details, illustration, facts,

or statistics. We will look at the essay more closely now.

1. Comparing the paragraph and the essay

Read the following paragraph and notice the sentences that support the topic idea,

paying attention to the supporting materials used.

1 was not treated nearly as well as the other employees during my wotk

Topic — at Father's firm, as shost people would imagine. Father was generous and
tolerant with other employees. He offered them good salaries and paid
commissions for their sales. When anyone asked for some time off, he
granted him it promptly. He demonstrated great patience when other

Support —»

employees made mistakes in their work. But things were never the same
with me. I was not entitled to any raises, and there was no encouragement
for the sales I made in the form of commissions. I had no chance of asking
for leave from work and if 1 made any mistakes, Father would be
outrageous. My experience tells me that I will not play the role of boss's

son for long.
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We can see that the writer uses comparison/contrast method to show how he felt he

was unfairly treated by his father at work. All the supporting details serve to illustrate

the difference.

Now read the essay below. The thesis statement is underlined for us. Try to find the

topic sentences in the supporting paragraphs. Notice the points that are made and how

each point is discussed in further detail in an expanded supporting paragraph.

THESIS

SUPPORT

No More Favours, Please

Many times in a conversation I heard it said that “a boss's son has it
made.” I doubt whether a person who makes that statement has ever
worked for his father. At any rate, during the four years that I worked for
my father's water softener firm, I was not treated nearly as well as the

other employees.

With them my father was generous and tolerant. They received $2.50 an
hour or $100.00 for their standard forty-hour week. And if Jerry or Fred
helped to seli a new water softener to one of our customers, he was
awarded a $20.00 commission. Whenever Jerry asked for a little time off
to go fishing, my father promptly granted his request. And once Fred got
two days off to take a trip to Chicago, and Dad didn't even dock his pay. If
Jack and Kenny botched an installation job, my father would reprove
them in a kindly tone and explain how they could have avoided the
mistake. Once when Kenny failed to tighten a packing nut on a valve, and
the water leaked all over the customer's floor, Father sent over a man to
clean up the mess and just told Kenny to be more careful next time. On
another occasion Jack and Kenny dropped a softener down a customer's
stairs, ruining the softener and damaging several steps. When they
reported the incident to him with worried and anxious looks, Father
calmed their fears and told them in his dispute with a customer over a
repair bill, it was his employee, and not the customer, who was always

right.

But where 1 was concerned, my father was a close-fisted and harsh
employer. My weekly paycheck was an unvarying fifty dollars, whether I
worked forty hours or fifty-five, and the occasional salary raises the other
employees enjoyed were never extended to me. I rarely received a
commission on the sales I made; my father would either say that he
couldn't afford to pay me any extra just then, or else that I wasn't really
entitled to the money. If 1 wanted to take part in some school activity or
go on a beach party with some friends, my father would not only refuse to
give me time off, but he would often find extra jobs that would force me
to work overtime. My mistakes called forth only anger from my father,

2
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never understanding. If anything went wrong with one of the company
trucks while I was driving, he always assumed | had been driving like my
‘hot rod friends.’ If a customer complained about my service or her bill,
my father bawted me out for giving him and his business a bad name.
Once when [ forgot to reduce the water pressure in the backwash machine
and caused about twenty dollars worth of mineral to be washed down the
drain, he spent half an afternoon sarcastically analyzing my mistake and
showing me, in minute detail, how my carelessness had ‘cut into the
profits for the year.” Insurance never covered my accidents; their cost was

deducted from my salary, “to teach me to be more careful.’

1 don't know whether my father was so harsh with me because he didn't
want to appear to be favouring me; but I do know that his constant
criticism convinced me that the role of boss's son is not a role I want to

CONCLUSION

play for a life time.

In this essay, we can see an organized pattern of thought. The writer's main idea is
stated in the thesis statement in the inrroduction, referred to indirectly in each
supporting paragraph through the topic sentence and stated again in the conclusion. In
each paragraph of the body, the topic sentence helps explain the main idea or the thesis
statement. The following table may give us a clearer idea of the difference between the

paragraph and the essay.
Paragraph Essay

Introduction The topic sentence presents | The thesis statement presents the
the main idea. It is often the | controlling idea of the whole
first sentence in the composition. It is usually found
paragraph. to be the last statement in the

introductory paragraph.

Body Supporting sentences Supporting paragraphs develop
include details, facts, and the main idea and include topic
examples to explain the sentences that support the thesis
idea presented in the topic statement.
sentence.

Conclusion The concluding statement The concluding paragraph refers
refers to the topic sentence to the thesis statement and sums
and sums up the ideas up the ideas presented in the
presented in the body body (supporting paragraphs).
(supporting sentences).

3
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II. Important steps in planning the essay

Although the essay is similar in basic structure to the paragraph, we have to realize
that it does require more to write a good essay. The usual situation with us students is
that we often feel at a loss when we are faced with an essay assignment. However, if we
work step by step, the whole thing will not seem so difficult.

1. Selecting a topic (for a given subject).
This is to decide what we would like to concentrate our work on. We need to
consider a number of things before we make the decision:
a. write about what we know
b. identify our audience (i.e. who will read our essays)
c. decide on the purpose of the essay
d. select a topic that will interest our audience.

Take care that our topic is not too broad to cover in a single essay. Once we have
chosen our topic, decide what methods of development (e.g. process, classification,
definition, explanation, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) we could use to present
our topic to our audience. Sometimes, there are several methods of development

possible for each topic.

Exercise 1: Study the topics within the given subjects on the following page and
decide possible methods of development.

SUBJECTS TOPICS
The Educational Program for the Mentally Retarded

Paying Your Way through College: Advantages and

EDUCATION IN '
Disadvantages
CHINA
Raising Dogs in Urban Areas
ANIMALS The Importance of Zoos

How to Catch a Dragonfly
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Remember, the more abstract our topic is, the more difficult it is to support, and the

more difficult it is to keep our audience's interest. For that reason, abstract topics are
usually not as successful as concrete topics.

1) Abstract topics are usually more difficult to support, especially when the essay is
supposed to be a fairly short one:

Examples:
1) Patriotism: The Greatest Virtue
2) How to Judge Bad Art
3) Relationships: Love and Hate

2) Concrete topics are usually more successful as things can be explained rather

clearly and supporting materials are easily found:

Examples:
1) Four Types of Waitresses
2) How to Make a Long Distance Call
3) Getting a Used Bicycle or Buying a New One
4) Investigations into the Collapse of the Shopping Tower

Exercise 2: Narrow the following subjects to manageable topics and decide the
principal methods of development for each topic.

SUBJECTS MANAGEABLE TOPICS IN A STUDENT ESSAY

Air Pollution

Traffic

Neighbors
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2. Deciding the title of the essay.

The title is a name we give to our essay. A well conceived title can add force or
beauty to the essay. Our experience tells us that even for leisure reading we choose to
read articles which have interesting titles. There is no doubt that we can write very good
titles for our essays in our mother tongue. But that does not happen naturally with our
writing in English. With elementary writing, the title is usually decided by the teacher.
At a more advanced stage of learning, however, we are often given a topic for a written
discussion. This is to give us more flexibility and also an opportunity to demonstrate our
creativity. We must know a few things about writing essay titles. First of all, titles
should serve the following purposes: ’

1) To attract the reader
2) To give the reader an idea of what the essay is about
3) To provide focus for the essay

Titles should be clear, concise, and precise. The title is often an incomplete
sentence in present tense, with articles or even verbs missing. Sometimes, it is simply a

phrase. Other rules for titles include:

1) Do not use quotation marks
2) Center on the top of the first page, or simply begin it on the left of the line
3) Either capitalize all the letters in the title or capitalize the first letter of all
the important words (small words like ‘in’ and ‘a’ need not be capitalized)
Reading articles from newspapers and magazines may help a lot in learning to write
interesting titles. Look at the examples from some newspapers and magazines:

Examples:
- Doctor defends home births
- Duke calls for fresh philosophy on wild life
- P.M. looks to clean up TV
- Tougher rules on use of pesticides
- Insurer acts fast in wake of flooding
- China beefs up meat industry
- Shangdong’s Yantai cashes in on vegetables
- Stolen Chinese archives still kept overseas
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3. Writing the thesis statement:

An essay will not be a well composed one without a good thesis statement. So a lot
of effort should be made for the writing of a good thesis statement. It is important to

know what exactly a thesis statement is about.

1) The thesis is the strongest, clearest statement in the essay.

2) The thesis usually appears at the end of the introductory paragraph of the
essay.

3) The thesis sentence must not be a simple statement of fact that requires no
elaboration.

4) The thesis will probably not be expressed as a question, for a question
contains no attitude or opinion. The answer to the question is the thesis
statement.

5) The thesis will contain controlling ideas that will be used in the topic
sentences.

Example: A successful soccer coach has four qualities.
6) The thesis may be a statement of opinion that we will explain and prove in

the body paragraphs of the essay.
Example: My neighbor, Mrs.Brown, owns four cats; these animals
present a serious health hazard in our neighborhood.
7) The thesis may be a statement of intent that we will explain and illustrate in

the body paragraph of the essay.
Example: This essay will show how com is planted and why this method
of planting is successful.

Exercise 3: Read the following statements and decide which can be a good thesis

statement.

a. English is a useful language.

b. English learning is a required subject of study in school.

¢. English learning is one of the school subjects.

d. English learning can be great fun for some people while it can be a source of

misery for some others.

To write a good thesis statement, we need to think about all possible aspects
concerning the given topic. We put down our thoughts in note form on paper. Then we

examine these carefully. We may find that some thoughts are closely related to each

7
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other, while some others are not.  In this case, we drop the few points which are not so
closely related and which we feel it difficult to handle. Then we check to see whether we
could work out a generalisation of all those thoughts. This generalisation will become

our thesis statement.

Example:

Topic for assignment: Problems in education today (a 200-word essay)

Points jotted down:
- teaching for examination

- private tutors to guarantee students’ lead in class

- ineffectual teaching in class to be supplemented by extracurricular, specially
paid tutorial sessions

- mismatch between contents of teaching and the actual demand of society

Recorded thinking:
This may not be a complete list of problems in education today. But if we
think about them and the limitation of our task ( a 200-word essay) more
carefully, we can see that the second point ‘private tutors to guarantee
students’ lead in class’ may not be so closely related as the other three points
are to each other. The other three points concentrate more or less on the side

of the educational system. .

Therefore. we can probably generalise:

‘Defects in the education system cause a number of serious problems which

most educators and student parents feel worried about.’

Exercise 4: Discuss in pairs the following topics for which you may have an opinion to
express. Write down some notes on a topic and then try to work out the thesis statement,

following the procedure in the example.

SUBJECTS TOPICS

The 9-Year Compulsory Education

EDUCATION IN The Educational Program for the Mentally Retarded

CHINA

Paying Your Way through College: Advantages and
8



