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Rat and Mole see Toad Hall from the river
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The motor car in a cloud of dust
LETHAE (B LEZF)



Otter leads the way back to the river
KRAERRDRET (S LEAF)



The three friends see Toad and his new car
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The police try to catch Toad in a train
ERRKEEHAS (A8 L3)




Toad rides away on the boat woman’s horse
RHWHERAOIRFT (FRLEAF)




The weasels run and hide from the four friends
BN AITHERARAREGE (FLETF)



—

Toad sings his last song
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Introduction

Kenneth Grahame
The writer of this book, Kenneth Grahame, was
born in Scotland in 1859. He went to school in
Oxford, did very well there, and so got work in
the Bank of England. He was successful, and he
became the Secretary of the Bank of England,
with his name printed on all banknotes.
Kenneth Grahame was rather like Badger in
this -book, not really liking parties and places
wheére, there were “a lot of people”. But he loved
children, and life in the countryside, and the
small wild creatures that live there. . .
Before The Wind in the Willows he wrote two
books for and about children: The Golden Age
(1895) and Dream Days (1898). Although they
were children’s books, grown-ups loved them,
and they are still read and enjoyed today by -
grown-ups as well as children.

The Wind in the Willows

This book - again for children, but loved by
grown-ups — was probably Grahame’s best. It
appeared in 1908, with drawings by Ernest
Shepard, who had drawn pictures for Punch:
magazine, and later drew the children and toy
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Introduction

animals for A.A. Milne’s Winnie the Pooh and
The House at Pooh Corner.

In The Wind in the Willows, the four friends,
Water Rat, Mole, Toad and Badger behave rather
like very small human beings. But at the same
time they see things with the eyes of small
animals. They are very good friends.

It may be useful to have a description of the
animals as they really are, bnt remember that in
the book they are only partly animals:

A water rat, or vole, makes its home in a hole
in a river bank. It is about 10 to 20 centi-
metres long including a short tail, and its
colour is usually a dark grey-brown.

A mole makes tunnels under the ground. It
is about the same size as a water rat, some-
times rather larger. Its eyes are not good
but its strong front feet help it to tunnel
quickly, finding insects and worms for food.

A toad is rather like a frog, but its skin is

- rough. Usually a toad doesn’t jump like a
frog; sometimes it seems to walk. It is quite
small - about 5 to 8 centimetres long. Toads
usually live on dry land.

A badger is much bigger than a water rat or
a mole, up to 75 centimetres long not
including a short tail. It comes out of its
underground home mostly at night, and it
keeps away from people.
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Toad, Rat and Mole with their caravan
Heh KA BALINGESE (FLHEZF)



