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Wiuo Is RuperT MURDOCH?

Murdoch in front
of the printing
presses of the
New York Post,
one of his many
newspapers.

upert Murdoch is one of the most powerful businesspeople

of the age. He owns newspapers, TV stations, book
publishers, a film company and dozens of other massive businesses
all over the world. His holding company, News Corporation
Limited, has a world-wide grip on the way we are informed and
entertained.

News Corporation is based on the traditional news
media — ones which use the written word. Its newspapers are
read across the world. They range from the weighty and serious
London Times to many local newspapers in the United States,
Australia and elsewhere. Murdoch has always appointed editors
who could be sure of grabbing the public’s attention.
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‘As far as | am concerned, this company is my
life. My time and my worth are in it
Rupert Murdoch,
speech at Hartford, Connecticut, 1991.

They in turn have developed a new kind of popular paper. Hard
news has often given way to crude and sensational stories about
famous people. Scandal, competitions and sport dominate the
pages, along with frequent photographs of topless girls. But
these aggressive methods work. The sales of most Murdoch
newspapers have soared past their rivals.

Murdoch also realized, early in his career, that new technology
was going to become vital to the future of the media. So he
gained control of television channels, and launched satellite
and digital TV services such as BSkyB. It seemed a big risk,
but he has always stayed one step ahead of his competitors.

Murdoch has built up his huge empire through a mixture of
luck, boldness and — above all — ruthless energy. Driven on by
fierce ambition, he has devoted his life to his work. As a resulg,
he has had little time to relax, and he has few outside interests.

He rarely reads books or listens to music, sleeps badly and has
had several health scares.
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@ scandal n. Tl




FirsT YEARS IN AUSTRALIA
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upert Murdoch was born on 11 March 1931 near Melbourne,

Australia to a wealthy family. With his three sisters, Anne,
Helen and Janet, he grew up in a roomy country house close
to the sea. There was plenty of land and a huge garden to wander
in, complete with a tennis court and stables full of ponies.

INEWSPAPERS IN THE BLOOD

It was a remarkable family. Murdoch’s two grandfathers could
not have been more different — one was an upright minister of
the church, while the other was a wild gambler. His mother,
Elisabeth, was anxious that her children should not be spoilt
by wealth. She even insisted that young Rupert sleep in a tree
house throughout each summer to make him tough and self-
reliant.

Murdoch’s father was an even stronger influence. Sir Keith
Murdoch ran a chain of newspapers and radio stations across

‘"He had no time for imaginary things, fairy tales
and so on. He liked links with reality.’

Dame Elisabeth Murdoch
on herson, 1984,
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roomy adj. FEMH, BRI ¢ upright adj. IEHM, LK
» pony n. &R, = tough adj. 3EA:#, BIRE
% remarkable adj. AEHE, BEM




Three
generations:
Rupert Murdoch
poses with his
son Lachlan and
his mother
Elisabeth in
1994.
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Australia. He was a friend of prime ministers and other powerful
people. But above all he was remembered as a fearless front-
line reporter during the First World War, and a national hero.

MAKING MONEY

Murdoch worshipped his father, and tried hard to please him.
He soon shared Sir Keith’s love for the world of newspapers,
and often visited him at work in the offices of the Melbourne
Herald. The thunder of the presses and the air of excitement
there thrilled him deeply.

He also learned very early how to make money. With his sister
Helen, he would trap rabbits and other small animals in the
nearby countryside. He paid his sister one penny an animal for
the mucky job of skinning them — then sold the skins for
sixpence each!
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OFF TO SCHOOL

At eleven years old, Rupert was sent to a boarding school. This
was Geelong Grammar, a school for the sons of wealthy families
set on the rugged shores of Victoria. Life there was tough. The
boys had cold showers every morning (even in winter) and were

expected to wash dishes and dig the gardens as well as attend
lessons and take part in sport.

Murdoch hated it at first. He disliked team sports, and rebelled
against Geelong’s rigid rules. Some boys bullied him because of
his father’s powerful position. He felt like an outsider.

But he quickly found ways to enjoy himself. He bought a
motorbike, which he hid near the school and used for trips to
the nearest race course. He acted in the Geelong drama
productions. He became a leading speaker in the school’s debating
society, and argued in favour of many unpopular causes, such
as trade unions and taking banks out of private hands.

A FIRST TASTE OF JOURNALISM

In 1947, Murdoch passed his school exams. However, he was
still too young to leave, and stayed at Geelong for another year.
He now had time to start his first magazine. It gave everyone
in the school, he said, ‘an opportunity to air their opinions.’



BRKY

1150, BMEFEEHE THEEFR—FRCEER., XE—F
BOULAZELF| EREEBEN., FRWEREEILNER. MEMAEFR
M, BEFNEBERPE EL(FRGML)BEE KR, o LFEERMEDN
ANELR., 2htkFizzh, T EEBE, SLEEH L.

BN A ERIER. Wit RANETES, RIUEWW
ZIMIHLE=HI BE . A 45 B2 L H (b AR W0 B AR M Ao it Bk e i, /B
Ao

B RERE THRMWG N, LT —WERLE, ILERES
BHL, MEBEELZBHENELDS . ELKHFRMREIMBEAS,
AT 2R ERTF, HXHFFLAZRAMEE R
B, tkan T &R RAAFHBRITEE,

e & e

194748, B2 &l THRMER. RAFAER A/, TEEEl,
BEEEWHEA—F, bXMEHAEFANE - BRET. Eaft
Fe, RELT2EEHEMA —AEHACERBNELE” . Rt

x rugged adj. BWEATH, EFuXE
% journalism n. ¥l
& air v. EAF

PP




There were essays on many topics, including amongst other
things modern art, socialism and racism in Australia.

Leaving Geelong at last, Murdoch tried his hand at real
journalism. His father arranged a job for him on the Melbourne
Herald as a cub reporter, the bottom rung of the newspaper
ladder. For a few months, Murdoch covered stories about the
police and the law courts.

Collins Street in
Melbourne as the
young Rupert
Murdoch would

have seen it. & | I
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