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JOHNNY came home from school to visit us in December

of 1945, and he seemed healthy and well, He was

16 and growing in body and mind,® too, as children
seem to do suddenly, We had been together a lot, and
before going on the train to.return to school in January,
he said, %Pop, those were the best days I ever hady ”
He did not often speak of his. own - feelings so freely,
and I was pleased @

Then in March, 1946, he came to visit us again,
Frances—his mother—and I took him to see several of
the best shows in New York, He went to. hear various
tatks on physics, and Frances.took him to the public
dinner given by the City of New York to honor the
great English leader, . Winston Churchill®, He played
games, busied himself with chemistry, and read the first
pages of Inside U.S, A_, a book 1 had started to
write, »

1 thought he seemed t1red but I was not troubled
by it, I believed it to be the result of the busy life. at
Deerfield, together with the fact that’' he was growing
from boyhood to manhood.® He had his usual visit with
Dr, Traeger, our family- doctor, who told us he was
perfectly healthy, He also saw an eye doctor, This was
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important, Johnny had had some trouble with his eyes
the summer before and had been told what to do to try
and strengthen them, The eye doctor found mnothing
wrongs indced his eyes were much better now,

The day after his visit with Dr, Traeger, Johnny
suddenly told us that he had difficulty moving his neck,
if this had happened before Dr, Traeger saw him, [
would have been more troubled, But since we had just
been told he was in good health, we were not especially
worried, Indeed, he was able to move his neck by the
next day, Johnany then returned to school, a little sad
that his visit at home was ended, but happy and looking
forward to returning to school,®

Early in the year, a hboy at Deerfield became ill
with polio,® a very serious illness, which often begins
with a person being unsable - to . move his neck, @ The
school, as it always did in such cases, quickly told all
families about this,

Then in the third week of Apr1l I heard from Dr
Johnson, the scheol doctor, He told me that Johnny was
unable to move his neck, but -they did not believe he had
polio, We should not warry, -he; said; boys often have
this kind of thing, Indeed, Dr, Johnson said, he was
telling us about Johnny’s neck only because we knew
there was polio at school, And he did- not want us to
think the boy was sick iwith anything like that,

I spoke to Johnny over the telephone for a moment,.
He was lonely and unhappy at being away from his class
work for a week,® But except for that, all was well,
He was going into a nearby town the next day to have
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a medical test, Dr, Johnson asked me to learn from Dr,
Traeger when the last time was that he had given Johany
that test,® and what the result was, [ told Frances all
this and did not think much about it any more,

- Later we discovered that Johnny might not have gone
to the doctor at school, since he never told anyone when
he was ill, But one of his {riends, noticing that he could
not move his neck, forced him to go, Then, wisely,
Dr, Johnson put him in the sick~room so that he. could
be watched more closely, Had this not happened, ®Johnny
might have died that day,

At about three in the afternoon on Thursday, Aprxl
25, we heard the telephone ring in our New  York bhome,
Just a moment before, I had finished the first part of
my. book, and I planned to telephone Johany that night
to tell him, .

Quickly, without preparing us for bad news,® Dr,:
Johnson said, “We have brought a doctor in from the
town. of Springfield to see your son, Dr, Hahn is a
neurologist®, Here he is, ” )

. Dr, Hahn said,.. 41 think  your child has a brain
tumor,” X

* It was. as though I had recéived a blow I was so
surprised that all.I could think to say was, #But that’s
very dangerous, isa’t it?? =, . :

De, Hahn said,  %Yes, it is dangeréus|” Explaining
why he thought Johnny had a brain tumot, he told me
not to lose a moment’s time, 1 was to talk to Dr_Tracy
Putnam,( who had much éxperience ireating tumors,-
Indeed, . before talking to me, he and Dr, Johnson had
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tried to call Dr, Putnam, During the next half hour 1
was busy at the telephone,® I talked to Dr, Traegery [
‘talked to the doctors again at the schooly 1 talked to
Frances, who was away from home at the time; I was
able to talk to Dr, Putnam; I spoke to Dr, Traeger once
more, and at 4 : 30 in the afternoon I was waiting in
Dr, Putnam’s office,

We met Frances in New Haven, Connectlcut Driv-~
ing as fast as we could, on a rainy night when it was
difficult to see out the window, we reached Deerfield at
about ten o’clock, Dr_, Putnam said little as we sat :in
the car, with fear in our hearts.® Five minutes after we
arrived at the school I knew Johnny was going to die, ®

I can’t explain this except by saying that I saw it
on the fdces of the three docterss, especially Dr, Hahn’s,
1 never met this good doctor again, but I will never
forget how he kept his face turned the other way while
he talked, Nor will I forget the way ke said good-by,:
He would not lét his face show all that he knew would
happen to Johnny,® They were . things that I did =not
know, amd that Frances did not know, -and that seither
of us should know, for as long as possible, ,

Johnny himself was happy, They had not told h1m
that . we were .comingy. he jumped up. in 'bed as we en-
tered, surprised to see us, I saw. thathis right eye seemed
to be lower than his. left, Johnny thought he had
polio, He tried to smile, c ‘

- Frances stayed with him, while -I. talked to the
doctors, Later we told her that Johnny had some kind
of pressure, or something pressing inside his head, and
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that he must have an operation as soon as possible, This
was all the doctors decided to tell us at this time, She
received the news quietly, @ and returnel to Johuny, I
could not lock at his eye, it seemed so lifeless, Then I
was told what had happened {rom.the beginning,

Not knowing that Johany was as ill as this, ® Dr,
Johnson had sent him to the town of Greenfield :that
morning for some tests, Dr, Johnson sent a nurse with
him

It was good she was there, because she noticed that
Johnny’s steps seemed a little unsure.® When he walked
through a door, he came too close to the wall on the left
side,® Then she looked at him more closely and saw that
the movements of his two eyes were not the same, This
made her afraid , and she told Dr,Johnson about it, After
looking at his eyes, Dr, Johason quickly asked Dr, Hahn
to come, , . C
Dr, Hahn took what is called a spinal tap,® that
is, he tbok some fluid from Johany’s backbone, From
this test he learned that fluid was pressing very hard.upon
the brain and upon the nerve that makes us able to.see,
‘This was: to be only the first of many times that
Johnny would. have such tests.® They can be fearful and
painful, And there .were all the . other -tests, too| Seme
lasted a full hour, with every moyement in the body:being
carefully studied, Almost every week for fiftcen months,.
Johnny had some kind of : fest, .For month after painful
month, there were bandages to .be changed every day,-
Day after day, with never a moment’s rest, he.did every—
thing the doctors told him to do, . : -
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Yet, 1 can say honestly that Johnny never showed
that he was in pain, or that he was afraid, or that he
was unhappy, Indeed, he usually acted in a completely
different way, He became angry sometimes, but he never
cried, Soon, he became interested, as a quickminded
child® would, in his own illness, and especially in the
various methods the' doctors used, He demanded to know
the reason for everything they did, and he helped them
as much as he could, It was not long before he began to
look at himself as though he were another person, on
whom new tests were. being tried for the first time, @

And there were so many doctorsy’ We had' 32 or 33
before he died, including some of the ‘most famotis
in the world, Every dector who dealt ‘with him, except
perhaps one, loved him, I truly think several would have
gladly given their own lives to save him, @

But very soon we discovered several things about
doctors, ‘One is that they don’t oftén tell you everything,
Amnother is that there is much that they don’t know,
even about one small part of an illness, But those doctors
were wonderful, They tried everything that was known
in, their- effort to make Johnay' well, Indeed, they tried
some things that had mever been tried before, But it is
surprising how much is- still' unknowa in medicire,® There
are still' things in Johnny’s illness that no doctor can ex-
plaan comptetely, - o R

~Of all the doctors, fﬁe chibf was Dr,. Tracy Putnam,
th;s gentle and understanding man® whom we took by car
to Deerfield that first evening, 1 did not know then how’
famous he was, I did not even know he was a surgeon,
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At that time he held two important positions in New
York.® He was a teacher of neurology at one of the big
colleges there, and he was also chiel neurologist at one of
the large. hospitals, Dr, Putnam is probably the most
careful and experienced man in the science of neurology
that 1 have ever met, That a person of this importance
should leave his work and go to a child’s bedside, shows
what kind of a man he is,®.

Again I remember the white wooden building at Deer=
{ield with the tall trees outside, beaten by a strong wind;
Johnny’s small room, almost too small for his bed; the
lights darkened because of the lateness of the hour,® Ican
see the doctors walking softly, and the nurses talking in
low voicesy the first talk the doctors had when they would
not let Frances or me into the room, I remember how
long it lasted, while we stood outside, unable to 'believe
what was happening, I remember Johnny’s own smile,
and his words, “I know it can’t be really serious, or
they would have taken me to a hospital,”

Dr, Putnam ordered Johnny te be brought iato New
York,® and we left early the next morning, To keep
Johnny warm, as we_ lifted ‘him into the car, the nurse
pulted his dark covers over his face, Frances helped her,
I did not want to watch, It was a long ride in the cold,
unfriendly rain,® Frances held Johany’s hand while he
tried to sleep,

~ The hospital Johmny was. taken to is especially for
illnesses of the nervous system, It is. a tall, yellow~brown
building which stands near the Hudson River,® just below
the silvery George Washingion Bridge, That building] -
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For more than a year, it enclosed all our hopes and fears,
all our dreams.® A pleasant room with a broad view of
the river was ready, and Johany was gently put into' a
bed, In a moment we became part of the world of a
large modern hospital, and everything that happens there,

. The next morming Johnny wds well enough to talk
about the trip to the hospital, His eye seemed better, But
later that day he began to have a very bad headache, It
was the only strong pain he suffered during the whole
course of his illness—a small kindness perhaps, but one to
be very thankful for, }

The brain contrels pain in other parts of the body,
but there are no nerves in the brain: that’ weuld' make’it
feel anything.® You eould cut a persori’s brain apart bit
by ;bit, and there would be no pain to -the person, ‘It is
when 'the material ground the brain presses upén somré~
thing or.is pressed by something that the head feels
pain,®. This is. what happened that day, Johnny spoke
angrily about the fearfulvpain, and tried to-éxplain it,

“Pop, I feel as though a long shafp Stlck were' cut—
ting through my head,? : ' : ‘

_ He could not. be.given: thé: usual medicines fo kill - the
pain because they might change. the 'vesults of the “tests
which were being done.® After a long time hé was givest
an injection -and also some “other " méddieine * that' helped
him, S o
A:great number of: difficult - tests: were. necessaryy
ff;sts which showed picturés of the brain, tests 'which stud™
ied its movements, 'and ‘eye tests, too, They all Teft John~
ny very. weak,® but they -were necessary to show the
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‘vposition of the tumors® so that the surgeén would reach
the right place, In one of these tests, the surgeon cuts
holes through the bones of the head, This test can only
‘be done on the operatmg table, _]ust before the operation
begins,. . : ‘ ,

During this time, five doctors, all of them surgeons
in neurology, asked us questions, Had Johany, at any
time, received: a :blow:to-the head? Did he have difficulty
keeping food inside himp ®Did he become very cold, or
start to shake?. Did he see double,® Were his movements
strapge or. unusualy. Was there anything unuswal in his

sense of taste, smell, or hearmg? We answeted deeply

4roubled, ¢“No:--No,”

More than anything, Johnny suifered from'' not "being
allowed o drink :water; He was ‘only given as little as
possible, because ‘the less he had to drink, the less force
there. would be pressing inside his head, There were mork
and. mere tests, Johnny asked weakly, #Are all these
tests: necessary? Why can’t - thosé doétors work to-
gether?” SR s
~After the bad headache the first day, only one thmg
r-eally hurt hinr, That was:when he had to have Al his
heir cut close to-his head,® the morning 6f the -opera—
tion,: This can be. very painful, .and Johnny gave a loud
ety asid took my -hand, Then hé asked “how he could
teturn-to. his school, because short haircuts are not allow-
ed there, He looked: at his hairless head ‘and tried to
laugh, but only a nervous little sound came out,

Johnny®’s operation—the -first’ operation—was on
Monday, April 28, 1946, He went up to the operating
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room at 11:00 in the morning, and came down at 5:20
in the afternoon, Brain operations last a long time because
of all the careful preparations that are. necessary, but
these six hours were the longest Frances and I have ever
spent, Two nurses asked us, without thinking how the
question would pain us, “Is he your only childy ”

Between the Friday and. Monday,® I had tried to
learn something about brain tumors,I read through several
books full of long and difficult language, and asked Dr,
Traeger’s opinion almost every hour, We are very thank-
ful to this fine dottor, who never appeared worried or
hopeless -and who loved Johnny very much, Everything he
did was for Johnny, and he acted as a kind of chief for
all,the other doctors during the whole .illness,

A tumor is a growth, My first question. was whether
or not Johnny had what is called cancer, Al}l cancers are
tumors, but net all tumors are cancers, In ome way,
Johany did bave cancers in another he .did not, A brain
tumor, though it may strike the nerves in'the backbone,
never spreads through the body as cancer does, But a
tumor of, the brain, if it is-cancerous, will spread inside
the bony covering of the brain until the brain is de-
stroyed, ®. Therefore, the tumor must be taken out ‘as
quickly as possible, - Also; because the brain rests within
the hard covering of bonk, there is no space for the
tumor to, grow, .The bone must be cut into, or death will
result because the tumor will. preas harder and harder on
the brain, ; .

Openmg the skull to take out all, or part, of a brain
tumor js an operation which must be done with the great-
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est care and perfection, The method is to find the posi~
tion of the tumor, and take out as much of it as possible,
While the surgeon is working, other things must be. done
o stop too great a loss of blood, which would kill the
person,® Although preparations may be difficult, taking
out the growth is not always a difficult operation,

But it is the kind of tumor the surgeon may discover
that makes all the difference, and there are about 50
different kinds, The position of the tumor is also of great
importance, A tumor which is near the outer covering of
the head will be easier to take out than one that is deep
inside,

In the beginning it was thought that Johnny s tumor
was in a deep, and therefore bad, position, When I was
in Deerfield, I asked Dr, Johnson what kind of an opera—
tion would be necessary. Shaking his head he replied,

“There have been very few successful operations in that
part of the head,” .

But the doctors discovered. that Johnny’s tumgr was
near the outer’ covering, thch made the operatmn seem
less fearful It was fearful enough, however, Another dif-—
ference among tumors is that some grow more quickly
than others, a'nd appear again later, It was a bad siga
that Johnny’s scemed to bave grown so quickly, Another
difference is that some have a firm, enclosed form and
can be lifted out in one piece, These, are"easicr to. take
out than those With many thin parts which may reach out
evervwhere in the brain, They are almost impossiblé to
take out, If the surgeon cuts too deep, the person. dies of
loss of blood, Or, if a lot of healthy brain material has
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to be destroyed, the person will be better dead, @

Dr, Traeger left his own work for a day when Dr,
Putnam asked him to be present at the operation, This
was no small thing for a busy doctor to do, To the last
. moment, we hoped so much for good news, Dr, Putﬁéﬁx‘n
had explained that he would know little until he began
the operation, Indeed, it was possible that Johnny might
not have a tumor at all, and that what was pressing on
the brain might be a blood clot®, blood which had gath-
ered and hardened, Even if it was a tumor, 1t ‘might be
of the simplest kind, and not dangerous,

At 4:30 that afternoon, Dr, Tracger came down and
found us near Johnny’s room, I looked at his face and
knew the mews was bad, Dr, Traeger had aged f1ve years
in those five hours,® We were both having d1ff1cu1ty
controlling our feelings, I asked him only one questaon,

“Was the tumor easy to take out?” He answered,
“NO »

Dr, Putnam came down a few minutes later émlking
quickly, but looking like men I have scen after a battle
I heard him call, “Where are the mother and fatherp ”
He walked with me along the hall, “The tumor Was
about the size of an apple, I got half of it out,”

What strange sort of thing is a bram? How could a
dangerous object the size of an apple@ have lived in
Johany’s head without making him sickery The answer
may be found in the fact that, after the operation,
Johany seemed almost well, although half the tumor was
still there, The material that forms part of the brain has
no feeling, and Johnay’s tumor lay in this kind of ma-
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