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vou will write about the advantages of
a large or small college. »




Ranking Arguments

Whon you write a paragraph giving your opinion on a topic,
it is important to rank your arguments in order of importance.
This helps persuade the reader to see your point of view.

Here are some reasons an immigrant or international
student might choose a college. Which ones are most
important to you? Number them in order from 1 to 10, with 1 as
the most important.

____ class size courses offered
__ facilities (libraries, location

laboratories) cost

3
— quality of ESL classes onse of admission

special programs for
nonnative speakars4

prestigee

help with job placement’

ST NV IS InG

1. Exploring Ildeas
Choosing a College

A small suburban college
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exercise l Think about the list of reasons in the What Do You Think box. What other reasons
do you think are important to consider in choosing a college? List them on the
lines below.

exercise l In small groups, discuss your
ideas with other students. Tell
why you thought certain rea-
sons were important.

Lecture hall in a large college i : 5 Wi T,

Building Vocabulary

exercise 3 In your discussion about choosing a college you may have heard some words you
"~ don’t understand, or you may have found that you didn't know the English words
for some of the ideas you wanted to express. Ask the teacher the meaning of any
words you don’t understand and add them to the list below.

NOUNS VERBS ADJECTIVES OTHER

advantage attend

disadvantage prefer

facility

faculty

location

prestige

Chapter One * Education and Student Life 3



exercise L In small groups, discuss the advantages of large and small colleges. Consider
some of the things in the What Do You Think? box on page 2. Write your ideas on
the lines below.

ADVANTAGES OF A LARGE COLLEGE

ADVANTAGES OF A SMALL COLLEGE

oxerclse'& Look at your lists of advantages. In small groups, discuss whether large or small
' colleges are better for non-native English speaking students. Remember that some
things may be more important than others.

exerclse&_ Choose the topic you want to write about: the advantages of a large college or the
‘ advantages of a small college for immigrant or international students. Add to your
list advantages other students mentioned that you think are important.

2. Organizing ldeas
Arranging Ideas in Order of Importance

Now that you have some ideas about your topic, you need to organize
them. One way of doing this is to write about the most important ideas
first, then the less important ones.

4 Mosaic Two ¢ Writing



exercise l Look at the lists of advantages you made in Exercises 4, 5, and 6. Which advan-

exercise

tages are mosi important? Rank these advantages in order of importance, with
number 1 as the most important. Cross out any advantages that are not very
important.

Giving Reasons

When you write, you should give reasons for your opinions.

On the lines below, list your advantages in order of importance. Then give at least
one reason for each of the advantages. This will make an outline you can use when
you write.

example: ADVANTAGE I: Small schools have fewer students.
REASON: It i5 easier to get to know the other students.

ADVANTAGE 1.

REASON:

ADVANTAGE 2:

REASON:

ADVANTAGE 3:

REASON:

ADVANTAGE 4:

REASON:

ADVANTAGE §:

REASON:

ADVANTAGE 6:

REASON:

Writing Topic Sentences

The topic sentence usually comes at the beginning of a paragraph. It
tells the reader the main idea of the paragraph. A good topic sentence is
neither too specific nor too general.

Chapter One ¢ Education and Student Life 5




exercise 3 Here is a list of possible topic sentences for a different paragraph about the advan-
tages of studying abroad. Discuss them in groups or as a class. Are any topic
sentences too specific or too general? There 1s no one correct answer.

Students who study abroad often can’t speak the language well.
Studying abroad has three main advantages.

There are several reasons why students should study abroad.

There are many good schools in foreign countries.

If possible, all college students should spend some time studying in a
foreign country.

AN

An English class for international students

exercise 4_ Write a topic sentence for your paragraph about the advantages of large or small
colleges. It can be similar to one of the topic sentences above.

|
1/ A

&

exercise 5 Have another student read your topic sentence and discuss how you might
improve it. Read the other student’s topic sentence. Answer the questions below.
1. Is it a complete sentence?
2. Does it tell the reader what you are going to write about?
3. Is it too general or too specific?

6 Mosaic Two * Writing
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An international student and his advisor

3. Developing Cohesion
and Style

Giving Reasons: Because, So, Therefore

When you give reasons for your ideas, you may want to use connectors
that show cause or result.

Because appears in phrases and clauses that state a cause (a
reason).

examples: Because large schools offer many different courses,
students have a wide choice of subjects to take.
Students have a wide choice of subjects to take because
large schools offer many different courses.

So and therefore appear in phrases and clauses that state a result.

examples: Large schools offer many different courses. Therefore,
students have a wide choice of subjects to take.
Large schools offer many different courses, so students
have a wide choice of subjects to take.

Chapter One * Education and Student Life



exercise l -~ Complete the following sentences with because, so, or therefore. Note the differ-
ent punctuation and capitalization in sentences with these three connectors.

1. Students who study in a foreign country live with people who do not speak

their native language; - B 15 , they will learn a foreign language
well.
2. Public colleges in your own state are more practical e they

are less expensive.

3. When students attend a local college, they can live at home

they don’t have to spend a lot on rent and food.

4, . students have to study in a foreign language, they often

have difficulty with their courses.

5. International students spend a long time away from home. -

Fil , they may forget their own customs and culture.

Using Transition Words: In addition, Also

When you write a paragraph that lists information, you must use
transition words—words that connect your ideas. if you don't use
transition words, your paragraph will sound “choppy”—that is, not
cohesive.

A writer can make a paragraph more cohesive by adding the
transitions also and in addition.

examples: It is very difficult to study abroad. In addition, it can be
much more expensive than studying in your own couniry.
It is very difficult to study abroad. Also, it can be much
more expensive than studying in your own country.

In addition usually comes at the beginning of a sentence. In this
position, it ajways takes a comma.

Also can come at the beginning of a sentence, before a simple
present or a past tense verb, or after an auxiliary verb or modal. If it
comes at the beginning of a sentence, a comma always follows it.

exercise’l  Rewrite the paragraph below, using also and in addition.
WHY STUDY ABROAD?
Studying abroad offers students many advantages. The students live in a

new culture, so they can learn both in and out of the classroom. They learn to
N
e
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