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I Have a Dream

(#Te) kI HE
hen I was a little girl, I felt so happy that T thought everyone was just as happy
as . At that time, I had many, many beautiful dreams: I wanted to be a doctor, a
writer, a teacher, a scientist, a pop star and even a leader of the country.

But later I met a girl about my age and she changed my mind. It was when I went
to a village to spend my holidays that I met this girl and soon we became good
friends. She had long jet-black hair, but not as well-groomed as mine. She wore an old,
worn-out coat, not nearly as beautiful as mine. But her big eyes were so bright and ex-
pressive as if they were able to speak. She was the oldest child in her family. She had
two brothers. At first, we didn’t talk much in the house, as her mother didn’ t allow her
to come into the room in which I lived. One day, when I invited her to have a walk with
me along the bank of the river, she began to talk. She told me she wanted to go to
school very much. But she didn’t. Her parents had arranged for her to marry a man the
next year. She was so sad when she said this. But she didn’t cry. She only said she had
no choice but to obey her parents or her brothers would have no money to go to
school. She spoke so slowly, so softly and so unhappily as if invisible tears were running
deep into her heart.

I was shocked when I heard this. She was only fifteen years old! She was still a
child! But she couldn’t do what she wanted to. She could not play games, watch TV, or

even go to school. Instead, she had to do a lot of washing and cooking and other house
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chores as well as farm work. What was worse, she had to marry a man against her own

will, simply for her brothers” sake.

Ever since then, my dream has changed. I have got a new dream now. It is no
longer for myself. It is for everyone.

My dream is that, one day, all children can go to school.

My dream is that all people will live a happy life.

My dream is that everyone could do things he or she rightfully wants to.

My dream is that everyone can laugh merrily and poverty will be abolished.

I have a dream. . ..

I am sure my dream will come true in the near future as long as we all study and

work hard to build China into a powerful and properous socialist country.
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Best Wishes For My Motherland

(#dk) ERL St
mctober 1, 1999 was a very special red-letter day—the 50th birthday of People’s
Republic of China. A grand National Day Parade was held in Tian’ an men
Square.

On the morning of October 1, I got up usually early and turned on TV, waiting for
that great moment. All the eyes in China as well as in many other parts of the world
were fixed upon the TV screen for this great scene. At 10 o’ clock, President Jiang
Zemin and other top government and Party leaders appeared on the Tian’ anmen Ros-
trum (3%4% ) , they waved hands to the people in the square. Then the spectacular parade
began: more than 100, 000 PLA soldiers marched past the reviewing stands. Following
the PLA men came a civilian parade of 90 giant floats, displaying the great achieve-
ments our country had made in the past 50 years. It was a great moment of national
pride. At the end, a large number of balloons and pigeons were let off into the sky, over
10, 000 children in the square ran towards the Golden Water Bridge below the Tian’
anmen Rostrum with flowers and best wishes for the motherland. The square soon turned
into a sea of joy. How splendid and magnificent the square was! It was filled with mil-
lions of red flags, colorful flowers and smiling faces!

In the evening, bright colorful fireworks not only lit up the sky of Beijing but also
brightened up all the hearts of the Chinese people. About 100, 000 people sang and
danced in Tian’ anmeh Square, showing their love for the motherland in different
ways. I, just as everyone else, felt very happy and proud of being a Chinese. Fifty years
ago, China was a weak and poor country humiliated by various imperialist powers, but
she has been growing increasingly richer and stronger ever since the founding of the
People’ s Republic of China. It is clear that there would be no new China without the
Communist Party.

As we all know , China is a strong lion in the East. The lion has awakened now. I
will work hard and do my bit in building her into one of the strongest nations in the

world, in the coming 21st century.
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A Special Present
-’, Bather’ s birthday was coming. [ wanted to give Father a present that would be
better than anyone else’ s. I went to several shops with the hope of finding a
good present. But I didn’t see anything suitable. Then I thought of going home to ask

Mother for advice.

At a street corner I saw a lot of people entering and coming out of a drugstore. In
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