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TO THE READERS

This little bock is intended for any student of English who
is really anxious to acquire the correet idiom in English
conversation (which is so different from the ewritten style
of English).

The questions and answers are duplicated as exactly aa
possible what an up-to-date Englishman would say when
" speaking, In order to digest the contents properly the
reader will have o swallow phrases and cven entire sentences,
and learn to sprek them exactly ag they are written.

One cannot expact to spoak a foreign language as a for-
eigner born to the language until he has mastered ils idiom
But a safe kmowledge of the colloqnial can only be aequired
from a living persen.  This book 1s aimed to give a working
knowledge of the idicmn wien no such person is available.

Perhaps this hook will invite eriticism because it defies
grammatical rules. But it tries fo spenk English exactly
ai English i3 spoken nowadays in England, Tt is hoped,
thereiore, that it should prove a regular goldmine to
advance students of English,

THr AvTHOR
Bept. 1, 948
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THE TALK OF THE TOWN
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(1) NEW YEAR SEASQN fgfj

The New Year season! is just
upon us?; isn’t 149

Yes, it will soon be in full
swing’; and that reminds me#;
e up to me’ to luy in® a
stock of7 seasonable goodas,
hefore tho shops run out of®
them,

No time like ithe present'¢. Io
you like shopping?

Indeed I don’. 1t bores me
to deathl’.  And 1 mvariably!:
make a bad hargain®® when T
attemptlt to buy anything.
Are you gpoing downtownl®
right away!5? Just wait a bit,
P11 get through’ this work in
a minute and I’l1 go with you.
Thanks awfully'®; Pm serry to
ptt you about!?,

Not o bit. Tt will do me good
1o stretch my legs®, after being
cooped up? here all the morn-
ing,

H.

-
Lar

BACA D) T aYeE
BiBEY

RV, AR
—&Y, BEREE
—HRAG BARAEE
FERHERWREZ L
B, &R —HRERR
.

- TURTO B P BT .

REHBUER L TE
4 BT

- RFFELAEK BB

AmBAey. EHE
REA T~
Wiz, BB ghal.

- PRIEE kA %

BER AR STk
B L ¥EE T PEMT
ffr—ieds.

- BRHE MARITE

TH.

. RANE BEEER

PRAEERZ®,, W%
E—TFRARF&EN.



2 THE TALK OF THE TOWN
(ik] 1. ihe New Year season, 4SRN, 2. 8. .. upon
us, ¥ ;o EFEEWE . o in foll swing, EEEf. L thatbrve-

minds me=that pols me in mind, AMsERAR. 5. it's up lo me=it'd
my duty; I musl, k%5 (. lay in, f%F. 7. & dajock of, —fit. ¥,
sersonable poo g, EREIIE . 9, runsoat of, 5 5 W 10. No time
Jike the present, i 2R B G5k,  11. bores . . - to death, FHEE#E . . .
I2. Invariably {in'veorisbli!, &5%%0i—aY. 13. make a bad bzrgain
(‘be:gin =buy things dearly, LT EW. 14. attempt (e'tempt, FiD,
15, downtown, SMEH; S, 16. right away, ir Bl 17. get throapgh
=finigh, $#{52. 18. Thanks awfally =Thank you very musch. 18, put
«.-ahout, & .. s irEg ... 20, 10 gtreich my lega=1io walk about,
=N, 1. eooped up, K.

A,

B.

A,

(2) GARDENING Rig

I think 1 shall go in for a bit B, 4GEEK RARE—BY
of? gardening? this spring. E .

1 did not think that was very Z,. MU BHEREAARE
much in your line®, Whats e, el
making you luke that up!? B R A IR e
Oh, it’s nething new® for me, g, B BB B A
I often used to® potfer about? BRI, %
when 1 cume home, but I REBIRER, BE
dropped® it because T had oo THRFEA, RN

much fo do. REFERERE LR
-

Well, it’s nota bad ideat. 7, EEAE. |

Anyway it’s a change after ST BRI E T

being downtown all day. {248, ERE- 8

: B0E.

I supposc it’s nothing in 3. B EARLRITE

your linel1y o]

No, flowers are all very well Z. Ba4, FEESHRL
in their way!2, but I let the RiFE, TARMEE
gardeneri® look after’* minels, FZRETRT.

-

e o 1 Doke ek
LY mdtes f o g ERT . ¢ om0t L B e R

FRP S
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[e:] ! go in for a bit of, %—B. 2. gardenisng (‘ga:dnin), K.
3, very much in your line, #RFE&Eay, REE®. 4. take ... up, #
* ... & nothing new=not a new thing, FEFEMHEE. 6 wed to,
frign 7. potter about=work in a very Jeisurely (‘lezeli) way, S MW
5i:>; doing only a little at a time, M2, 5. dropped (dropt)—gave
wp, R B, t.mob a bad idea, sFigs, 19, suppose {3d'pou=), FA;
k115, 11. nothing io you: line=mnot in your line. 12. are all very
well in {heir way=are good enougll “ur interestine’ too, thRRRGE.
3. gardener {777, 14 look after, HAER: #c#r. 15. mine=my Aowers.

(3 NEW SUITS #FHxk .

A. how do you like! my new . frllBFeTRIBE
suit?s Do you think this style? FE? FRAEE R ARED
guitst me? L

B. Yes, 1 think it suits yon very ¢,. £oay, IEBRALR.
well. How did you manage® fREFER N BEE
to pick up® such a nice piece B ey OR R IE?
of cloth?e . .

A. Oh, I’ve had it by me® for WM. M, BRI RDE
some time and I thought I had AT, BREFEA

. botter® use it up'e. BT
B. I wish I had a piecelike it. I Z7,. FMIR B Ry
am almost ont of clathes!® and —HkE. RELRL
they are awfullyi? dear nowa- BHARFT, WA
dayss, aren’t they? HREIARR #4548 a

B, RIARBE?

4. No mistakes about $hat. . —BNAEE. BB
There’s such a run on clothls BHATE E R
in Europe that the factories Fy BT RBAPAGE
can’t keep up with!® outside Hy & AT g A R E B

ordersis,

B. Well, I suppose I’ll have 4o . HE, RERIGE
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put up’” with my old ones a BREEEARRT.
little Jonger, that’s alls,

{#]) 1. How do you like .. .. #%BMf% ... (282 2. soil .8jaih , — 4%
B (HHT . 5 atyle, A Ioenibs, P B CEREG). 5. manage
{'mienidz )y, @ik, ¢ pick up. . 7.4 ...piece of elolh, —i#Fl
H¥ apieceof ' . S by me, eFie. 4, had beller, 44F. 10, use

. ap, i, 11, out of eclothes, #MAr&E (Feloth” WIS
“oloths”, 1 Cclothes™ Bl TAcH | 820, 12, awfnlly (folfnli) = very (&

whIRER .. I nowadays (‘mauedeiz', ;% H'F. 11. {here’s gnch 2
ranoon cloth. RN E LA Cran=demand 5. 13, keep up
with, BL . . . ¥:47. 16, onteide orders, YFENYCHE. 17, prb upy #AE.

6. thai’s all, il SR LY CRERDIE S M S o ).
(4) THE STRING Ol A PARCEL -—4&47 {98986 F

A. The string ol your parccl is W. fRAVELSE FIHE T
coming undone!. Hadn’t yon FRRCT. fRESMR

- bettor tie it up again? AU —T.

B. #Yes, perhiaps 1 had2  I’'m noi 2. 849, ¥R F
very geod at® this sort of thing,. WE. R M
Would you mind¢ seeing what M. IR R
you can do with? itp BEFEY

A. Let m¢ have a trv.6 Do you B, HRRRE. L
happen’ w0 have any stronger A RE SR E B
string than this? Thig will URE -2 @Ak EE
8001 gFive ways, Rits. ‘

B. I usually have some in this 2. FCHEE s R
box I keep for odda and ends?. J-EESASsay.

Here you areld, SEEE.
A. That’s better. 11 put it . WL EF--- T SR
round double to muke surell. BHER, BT
WRR.

B. Thanks, that’s fine. The pac- 7.. W, SEAHET, B



[3] 1. coming undong, 5%,

had beolter tig it up again. 3. good ab, EH
mind . . T ...

B o & havoa tryn ik - F &,

FEALTG.
nEN IS,
A BSRELE.
(5) YOU GAN’T GO BY A

A,

I3,

THE FALK OF THE TOWXN 5

cel is now fit to be seen!? as

well as eagier to carry.

R give away =break, Byl

See that man aver there, To
look at him, one wouldn’i
think he is well-off?, would
Jou??

His appearance? is nothing to
be boast of#, I should take him
fort quite a poor man,

He is beticr off than either
you or 1. 1 only wish I had
half his ineomes®,

Yoa ean’ always go by ap-
pearances’, can you®y ilow
did he get hold of? w0 wuch
money?

No one knows exactly, but I
have heard it whispered!® that
it was something shady??,

Perhaps that has semething to
do with'2 his not dressing up?s,
It must have got on his mind?e,

5, seeing what you can do with . .
7. Po you hapnen {‘hepom), His
4, odds and endy {"adgend’endz), =
10, berc you are {5 =hera (or Lhara, 1t 18, Sl A

11. pul it round double, jii fE/lE.
13, fib 50 be zeen, FVEFF (& WIFE).

PPEARANCES 482 LIS A

AR P B R B
B, wEAREE

z. perhaps I had - perhaps I

4. would you
o HER G S

HEH

12, to make surs. 5

W.IREAAME & M
A MmRA, il
PRI B BHED

. Ry R R

¢ BRI REWMERSEA
pg, '

. fm%&tﬁkiﬁ?ﬁ‘&mﬁ

TR A
1&1%-~$&3@T- :

7. ARABE LIRS -
eI REN LR
F!’-J‘BE?

. ?ﬁ«tﬂﬁiiﬁﬁﬁ-ﬂ%, iy
AR EE R ARIE
EE’E, HRAKI W

Z. ma@mﬁw#w
P HEHWR k—
ZERL B



woald son? MR LN 3
Lonothing b be boasi of. (REEEFFHEY (boasr ofy O ...
Soluke o, Lo, iy L L L BRI L L T
his income. LM AR - 4.

THE VALK OF THE TUWN

ment by appeartanes, L YRAFE LIS A

your' R,
R R mi g

to do with, ¥ . |

- ATEE.

=hecoma ashamed aban! it, BRI .

A

B.

(6)

Where were you off 1lo' when
I saw you vosterdayy

Only to the shoemaker’s!, My
shoes suddenly began to let in?
the water,

That reminds® me, I must see
about! some® too, Can’t stands
wed feet?, you know.

1 thought I should have to go
in for® some new ones, My old
ones seemed Juat about done
for®,

Mine also seem pretty wellW
worn, out'!, But they may stand
soling and heeling'® again.

I don*t like ready-madeclt
things, do you? They never
seom to [it well.

Xe; I prefer’ them made to

it gat hold of =obtain, 3§
11. shady -"seidi}. «r B0, BR0EHY.
13, dressing up. #5 6,

SHOES WORN O

1, wolloff (‘welsif)=iu goold circonstances, BME{E A#
appeaiance ‘e piorons . fh8; ¥+

Fify .

G, hald his Income=ong hall of
7. g0 by appoarances=form ona'y judge-

g, ean you? B L2 fwonkd
10. whispared (‘Awispak),
12, has somebhing
15 got on his mind

' 2emgnl f e

. IRHER A B IR 89
%, ERIEAE I

B pEREL, B
B AT .

-

SEREFARTY. &
W BB Y .
BISRIRE % A 7
fy.

O TR LB R
T. RehE BEEHT
TREEAT.

W B BRI TRRR
WS T, WEETL
5 ELCHEER.

Lo BAEBAE B %l
fRUE? LML
B Xy £ Y.

MRS NORERE
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meagure'®, unless I am ticd {or B, BIERSEELAR

time!? and can’f wait. 2opk
[e:Y ! off to, FE ... ;. v let in, JHA - . reminds (i maind:z],
fhf A, +. wee about, Fk; KR 5. some, fgREL #. atand, B,
7. wot Ioet, IR K30 H. 8. goin for, £%. 4 fnat about done
for, REHRAM 5. 10, preily well=guite, 504, i1, worn oul, {§
- 1 12, soling (fgoliy), L EEIE. 13, heeling fhizliy’, gL 14,
ready-made, 3% 19; Kby, 13. prefer, B, 14, made to measure,

R, 17, tied for time=hard up for line; have little leigure, AR08,

(1) TAKING PICTURES g

A, How did those pictures you W, FiRFIRIBMWRE &
took? the other day® turn out?y e

B. Not half bad®, in fact® better 2, WR/EHED, P -

than T expectede, SLARBTE R B,
A. You ought to try your hand W, {REHPH FRIEK &
at! enlarging® some of them, —F.

B. Do you really think they ave Z,. fritha A% {124
worth while®? Besides, you FRTEEY T AR5
know I’m not very good at!® T B AR EREE
retouching’l, r 5.

A. Never mind that, Just keep W. RZR&E. R
at it'®. You can’t do anything FEET. BdefrEr

unless you stick to '8, g, fHBEani
' AR
B. Well, T’ take your tip4, I Z.. 47, JRATIRAIGHE.
don’t like to be obliged told KA ERSREAy.
give inls,

[5:] 1. those pictures you iocok. {(R/IENIEEH (1o take a pieture, i}
327, 2, the other day, FHFIGEH. 3. turn ous, FE; 4. 4.
not half bad=rather good, R{E. 8. in fact TWEEL; . G, ax.
pectel {els'pokiid), g, 7. try your hand at, B¥—T. &, an-
larging ‘in’laidzin), &A GFM@MH ). 9. worth whils, @8 M. good
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aty FHi il, retonching ‘rizfiatyin), P, . 12, keop at it. #
FRAE. I3, suick S0 ib=pob up with, BEFFEHE. 14, lip=adviee, #
o BugEesiion, (FEE. 13, b beohliv d o, (4575 AN, 16, give in.
FARR; B

‘8) A PHONE OUT OF ORPER 353548 5

A, Ltried several times to get you W, 4 KR ELH 47 T &5
on the ’phone! this morning, EIERAR, TR

but therc was never any an- HWAEZ, AR n
swery, so I hud to give it up®. e, TR3Bir—.
I thought you must he sut, EHET.

B. Oh, yes. DI'm awfully sorry. . 204 BENER. K
I've had no end of trouble? BYGFHEESET .
over it.t Factd 1s, 1t wasout MEE, REFEET.
of orders,

A, You must have been pot out? 1. fR— IR G4
a great deal. MHaven’t you had WIE. g a0 A
it seen 1089 . HIEEY

B, Well, yes. Dut you sce 1 2. 84838 MHE, WA
couldn’t very well ring up® BRAGE S E AT
Central?? about it. And on BEE) FE L Y A TR
top of that, as luck would F, 3 PR RN
have it'?, my office boy did BLEER A B e
not turn up!® this morning, ROAEHCENEIER
and I had to go myself to |SEALIENY e e
headquarters! to sce aboud it,

Ao T say’®, you hnd wour hands . fnf, RAENSKT
pretty full’s, didu’t yout B HBERRERE T
What was the matter with the
bhoy¥

B. He’s down with'” acold. He . {fERFHEMT. b
tried to get me on the *phone WABITR G,

™
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too, but of course there was SRHLE SRR i AR

nothing doing!®, BY.
[#] 1. get youon the phone (fonn}, MHBEEIE. "2, give it np, %
& %1, 3. noendof tronbla=much tromble. MEZEE. 4 it 3§
ik 5. fact, H9E (Hry L ihe ). . ant of order, {HIE. 7.
pul ounk=inconvenienced, &2 EFTE. 8. had it seon io=had it
attended io, EAZREED, 9, ring up, ¥WIEH ... 10, Cenlral
('sen lrsl), WEISHER. 11.omn top of that, im:Z; ¥ M. 12, a2 lnek wonld
have it=unforivnately., F¥ (LFEN riE “foriunaiely” @i MR, #HE
b AT 13. iumn wp=come, #; appear HE. it. headguaricrs
Uhed’kwortes ., #i Central. 15, 1 say, waaf (RRnEEG. 16. bhad your
handa pretiy Iull, S 17. down with, Bk 1., 18, nothing
doing =gnite useless, WK &,

(9) A MISUNDRERSTANDING e

A. I bear X,and Y. fell oud® the . g X f1 Y gifgex
other day. What was the row? BOGE. BT BEEage
about?

B. Only a misunderstanding®— 7, KR —Mer o
nothing to spoak off. X., as HE R AT, FRALAn i,
you know, is rather hasty’ and X R S S e
apt to! jump to esnclusions?, ey,

A, Thave noticed that. Te flies . Zh I ED. B
into u roge® aver the merest ThHEBE, b
trifle?. B, '

B. He ought io break himself of 1 7 193548 & T 28 3
that, "Tee bad, hecause he is BE. B A4 whAR B,

really good at heart!, VY B AE
A. Well, have they niade it up'?, . BEMF[HF MW T
then? )33

B, Ohb, yes. lt wasonly asterm 7. 28, BENDiE
in a tea-cup'® after all. X, AR RPEET. X i
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apologized't handsomely ' and s T, Y hik

Y, wag all smiles!é, WHEAT.

A, That’s one gool poind'? nbout B, 3@etE X a9, 4
N, Jt iz casy to got rownd® —SETH, RES
him onee™ he calma dowin?, BT

[#Y 1. fallowizgaarcalled, T05. 2 row (o =digpute; quarral,

R, 3. misendergtending migando’ztendiy , RE. 4, nothing

to spoak of, )8 E0F. “. hagiy Theigil oo 3w, 6. apt 0, ¥

7. jump fto conclusiong. LAMMERE. & flics into a rage, WR. 9
merest irifle ‘traifl', el Vg 1. bhreak himself of, fBE:. L1
& feart. fral. I made 1t op=reconoiled. oK. 13, & giorm in
a tea cup=great excitemenb over a small mather, BHRE- & HE A BEEL.
1t apologized (o poledzaisd , ¥ 4758, 15, handaomely ("hensomli ;,
i T K A i, all emiles =very pleased, MKJrEE. 17, good
point, FEEH T, 13, get vound. ## 18, once=uas soon ag, - -§&; if
only, S8, 20, calms down. 8%,

(10) A POOR TIAND AT SPERCIES SRR i

A. Do you mind going over! this 9. fRisIMBEEN S
speech with we? I should like TP FRVEEE IR
to gel you to loneh up? the H A 5.
wenk places®.

B. Ies have o lookt,  Are you 7., FEHRBE-T. R
going to wemorize it®, ... LU ERERY — ;g-ﬁﬁ,_
Well, 11’8 not half had. ABEDF.

A. Thanks. Most of it 1 shall B, #8. Bk
learn by heart® 1 think, with . HEDF
just u few notes to lelp me W R B .
along,

B. lsee. I'ersonally® Lam rather 7. Esftimit, FPAL

. & poor hand at? speeches, I AERE TN, Bdh
never can make head or tail of8 BHRAREE CH%E
my notes, .
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A. Embarrassing?®, isn’t it, when 0. SFEASONE, T2
you get mixed up'® like that? RERE? MEEH
And it must be trying!t lo the. Folideh — g Rt
audicnee’ oo, ; .

B. You are right., My last at- . S R ERETEE
templl® wag an awlful frost!f, Bk, SRR
I mare such a hash of1® it that PRI R, REE
I only wished for the floor to I oyt vl

opant up and swallow me,

-

[£] 1. going aver =rehearing, #Y. 7, toweh up #6IE; RTE. 3.
weak places, B3¥i. 1. Let's have a Jook =Iet me see, #RF. 5. jearn
by heart. k. #. Personally ("peisnali , I M ARIF. . 8 poor
hand at ..., B ... AL 8. make head or %ail of, Eﬁﬁéﬁﬁ; TR
. #, Bmbarrassing (im’bserastip), . 10, get mixed up=get
confused, {%#l. 11. frying, iKY, 12, audienece (‘ordiens), FEH;
e, 13. attempt (e'temot), B (3. 14. froat (fresb), (@)
=failare. %, 15, made .. .ahagh of ., ., f#f ... 88

(1i) THE LITTLE THEATRE g8

A. I saw you coming out of the W, AR BB
Little Theater the other nightt, RIS . g

1 did not know you went in HEBREG E/E
for# that sort of thing, HEEY,

B. Oh, yes, once in a whiled.—not 7. MR, HEpy, AR
that 1 set up to bet a high- B 05— Bk gk
brow® you know, B VLS 2R A B

.

A. " Well, Shanghai is nothings if . frdfH a9 e

nof up-to-date”; but I wonder SARELH®T; B
i the Little Theater has coms AW /BB
1o sfay*? LR TE?



