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Preface

Building upon my experience as an IELTS examiner, and professional teacher,
I designed, and now teach, an IELTS training course. Over the course of time
people urged me to publish my ideas, resulting, finally, in this book. All the
exercises, therefore, have been designed, tested, reviewed and refined in the
classroom, with the purpose of assisting students in developing their
communication skills in preparation for the speaking part of the IELTS test.

The book takes a logical approach to teaching the course, with each unit
concentrating on one particular aspect of the speaking test. The exercises, however,
are not designed to teach English per se, but to facilitate creative thinking in
students, and develop flexibility in the use of the language, and, therefore,
communication skills, in preparation for the test.

This is achieved, primarily, through a process of creative use of English, when
students are encouraged to form ideas centered round a given topic, organise their
ideas, and, finally, under the guidance of a teacher, verbalise those ideas. However,
the book can similarly be used by self-help groups or for private study, either in
place of, or to compliment, classroom practice, as the language used is intended to
‘speak’ directly to students, avoiding academic nuances one might use when
addressing teachers.

This is the first in a series of books (Listening, Speaking, Reading and

Writing), each covering a different aspect of the test.

Mark Morgan
June 2001
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An Introduction

An Introduction To The IELTS Test
BREERN

The test is organised in four parts: reading, writing, listening and speaking, and you are
allocated a band score for each part. The scores are then averaged, giving an overall score.

EE R AR L. SE. WHMOE. S828F 1885 KENN
S AZE 2.
Reading Writing Listening Speaking  Overall Score
6 5 5 6 5.5

Fig. 1: Calculating the scoring system

For the speaking and writing parts, only whole band scores are allocated. Whereas for the
listening and reading components, half band scores can be awarded. '

CiEM SRS RS R Re AL BT AR AT AR5 .

Reading W\rli/ting Listhing Spe\z[/king
4 4 4 4
4.5 4.5
5 5 5 5
55 55
6 6 6 6
6.5 6.5

A

Fig. 2: Allocating band scores
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Academic Or General?
SARBERER—BRIEERA?

There are two versions of the IELTS test. An academic test and a general test. The
academic test is used as an assessment of people’s English skills by overseas colleges and
universities, whereas the general test is used by immigration offices. Therefore, if you plan
to study at college or university in a foreign country you should take the academic test. If
you plan to immigrate, you should take the general test.

BB R PR, FRFEM K, BHIRERIEAARIEE AR H L REREE, T
R RS RR R A SGE R R . Bk, SRR R AR R 4,
WELAB MFAREHE R WREBR, HOLASM—REH K.

Note

If you plan to immigrate you need to take the general test. Immigration offices don’t
normally accept the academic test for immigration purposes. However, it is always
worth contacting the agency involved. They will be able to give you more specific
details.

EE:

MBABITEBR, KRESN—BELR. BREAFAEZERAXE K. HE, K
A THEXHMERDER, MNSGREFARNGER.

The speaking and listening parts of the test are the same for both the general and academic
tests. The reading and writing parts are different.

Tob R ~RE R FEALER, U hROERSRERRARK . NS ERS 2
A

Academic And General Test

Speaking
Listening
Academic Test General Test
Reading Reading
Writing Writing

Fig. 3: Showing the differences between the academic and general tests
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The Listening Test B 1%,

The listening test lasts for 30 minutes. The test is arranged in four sections. There are 40
questions. You should write all your answers in the question book. However, you have an
extra 10 minutes at the end of the test to transfer your answers from the question book to
an answer sheet. You must use a pencil only.

The listening test is outlined in more detail in Listening Skills For The IELTS Test.

Wy 1% R IE 30 b HEA DA, 40 MaE. BERESERES L. B2,
ZRGRE, RETLUHF 10 FE0EAEERDEREEE L. FRARMARE.

U HH RS BT HER).
The Reading Test  Big%R

The reading test in both the academic and general tests lasts for one hour. There are three
~sections, and you have to answer 40 questions. There are different types of questions,
including true or false, not given; gap filling; multiple choice and short answer.

You are given a question book and answer sheet. You can write in the question book but
have to put your answers on the answer sheet you are given. You are not given any extra
time to transfer your answers to the answer sheet. You must use a pencil only.

The reading test is outlined in more detail in Reading Skills For The IELTS Test.

Bl R H F AR — B REF, WEE G AN R =A%, 40 A&,
WAL AL, AERAN. RBAE, HTE, LTULFFIMREEE.

REENBEREWLBR. RAUERES LEXE, HLARERPIEREL. £
LB I E R B ERERE L4 BEAERARE.

g% RIEEHS A (REREESRD.

The Writing Test  BE%R

The writing part of the IELTS is a one-hour test consisting of two tasks. Task one and task
two. General training task one is a letter. You have to write about 150 words, and should
spend about 20 minutes on this task. The academic training task one is a report. Again, you
have to write about 150 words, and should spend about 20 minutes on this task. Task two,
for both general training and academic training is an essay. You should write about 250
words and spend about 40 minutes on this task. Each task is awarded a band score and the
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two separate band scores are converted into a final, or overall band score for the writing
part.

You can make notes on the question sheet but should write your answer on the answer
sheet you are given. You are not allowed to write on anything except the question paper or
answer sheet.

The writing test is outlined in more detail in Writing Skills For The IELTS Test.

EEERE I, BEHESINE. BESKNE-HIATRE B, B
SKOREE 20 AP AELEHKRA 150 F. FAREKERNE - BIAERST—HRSE, FF
HRERMRE 20 SEELATHALA 150 7. —BREFBRMERLZHANBZ M WA
RS -RXFE, ERMRE 40 SHELATHARY 250 7. SNBILMIFSY, R
XPE REUHSRE 13 R G BB S

PR RS BT, HLABEREIERE L. RAREREENEREES,
AHEfE A E B W INARK.

Bl REEHSE (RESHEZR).
The Speaking Test  O3E%ER

The speaking test is a 10-15 minute, face-to-face interview with an examiner. Average time
is 12 minutes. However, from July I°, 2001, the speaking test will assume a different
format.

The speaking test is outlined in detail in this book.

NEXRRRZEEANEE—Z 0K, ®EA 10 215 28 B0 12 98 Ad,
M 2001 £ 7 A 1 HIFER, DEEHRBIATHAIARER.

AEEAREESHA S,
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AEE AR
Notes

Communication skills are a major determining factor in the IELTS interview. Indeed, the
purpose of the test is not to test your knowledge of grammar and vocabulary, but to assess
how well you can use English to communicate your meaning, ideas, opinions etc. As
preparation for the oral interview, therefore, you need to focus on developing your
communication skills. :

All the exercises in this book have been designed to help stimulate thought patterns, and
assist you in organising, and communicating your thoughts under the guidance of a teacher
or by self-study.

RHRENRBEBOBE AP —KREHEE. ZRGBERARN T HEREEZNE
I, TR VPHRE A EE KA BN SR . B, EREROESRT, ELANXK
FERE IR Lo

A BTE MG HELTREOR M. EEMNES TIEL A%, ZEEITLIE
KRB, WHERRARMREBE.

The Interview

Test Tip
Your interview will be recorded. However, do not worry about this.

All interviews are recorded because another examiner may have to listen to the
interview. The reason for this is to make sure that all the examiners are assessing
candidate’s speaking skills accurately. It is part of the monitoring process that ensures
standards are maintained. Therefore, the only other person who will know what you
said in the interview is another examiner. The interviews are confidential, and visa
officers are not allowed to listen to the tapes. Therefore, be honest when you answer
your examiner’s questions. ' '

What is presented here is an overview of the important information that is of concern to
both teachers and students, given the focus and constraints of the classroom. A fuller and
much more detailed description of the IELTS test can be found in The IELTS Handbook,
available free from your local British Council office or IELTS test center.

The interview consists of three parts and lasts for approximately 10-15 minutes, average
time is 12 minutes.

(1) Introduction and presenting personal information and describing something

(2) Talking at length

(3) Expressing opinions / ideas
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FAA 7 AR Sy, B RE7E 10 3] 15 Jpehzla), P94 12 204,
(D FIRAH, VR NE SR E S

(2) FEMPRFNTEM

(3) AWM B4R

Part Skill being tested Function Time

1 Ability to give general | Presenting personal and descriptive 4-5
and specific information | information minutes

2 Ability to talk at length Presentation (new test after July 1, 3to4
2001) minutes

3 Ability to express opinions | Discussing a topic 4-5
and ideas minutes

Table 1: showing the different parts of the speaking interview

oy | BBEMERE EEIN iR

— LN S Y EYSNi WHRAAEG, WREY 4-5 5k
= PR A E R A HE S MFEMERRITHRIR (2001 4 | 3-4 738b
7 H 1 BRKI#HER)
= Foak WA R IR EANEE 4-5 3%

Part One (units 1-2): In this section your examiner will greet you, invite you to sit down,
and check your details (name and ID). Your examiner will ask you one or two simple
questions to help you feel relaxed. Your examiner will also ask you questions about your
personal and professional life. You may also be asked to describe something. It may be a
place, a process, your school life or even your wedding. The language of description is
dealt with in unit two of this book.

F—8H (F—. ZBID: X—HIEERXRFTER, BEFLT, BRHELM
BHAE. AT ibRER, BESEE-FEAARE. BERTREF-EERBARNTHE
RS, e BRI A, XN BYTRRENM T EAERE. RN
HAATE, BEVREARMEL. HREFHHESHABNSR 8T,

Part Two (unit 3): This is a presentation. Your examiner will give you a topic, and you
will have to talk about that topic for between one and two minutes. You have one minute to
prepare. You can make notes.

B (BRI X—HAERGREMEERTAGRR. FELEHE—TEE,
X AMEER L BIF A b R R RRTEIMES, AT DMEELC.

Part Three (units 4-5): In this section you will be asked to discuss, with your examiner,
a topic. The topic will be related to the topic of the presentation you gave in part two of the
interview. For example, if, in part two, you talked about a teacher who influenced your life,
then in part three your examiner may ask you to talk about your views on education.

E=EA GBI, HEAT): X—HA4E, RERZEITR—MEE. FEERDRE
A HNEBA K. i, FEE AR, R T EME—ER—NZI, BLER
R E AT RS AR BB IR T ‘



