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.Tian’ anmen is situated on the north-
south axle in central Beijing. With
Chan’ an Boulevard running across
its front, Tian” anmen Gate is not only
connected with, but also stays aloof
from other architecture on the square.

. As the main gate of the imperial
palace of the Ming and Qing Dynas-
ties, and symbol of Beijing and China
today, Tian’ anmen has experienced
the vicissitudes of history for hundreds
of years.

. On visiting Beijing, every tourist, from
either home or abroad, cannot help
being greatly impressed by the
magnificence of Tian’ anmen Gate
and the imposing atmosphere of the
entire square.

. As Beijing’ s famous scenic spof,
Tian’ anmen Gate, Tian’ anmen
Square and all other architecture
there are viewed as messengers of
Chinese culture by a growing number
of Chinese and foreign tourists.
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5. Like the Red Square in Moscow, the

Arc De Triomphe in Paris and the
Washington Monument, Tian” anmen

Square is the symbolic architecture of
Beijing.

. It was named “the largest public

square in the world” evaluated at the
“World Top Tourism in Beijing” in
1992.

. Millions of tourists are attracled to

the square by its long history and
splendid appearance, and it has be-
come the very image of Beijing’s
charm to its many visitors.

8. Located on the central axle of Bei-

jing, Tian’ anmen Square begins from
the northern red wall, reaches
Zhengyangmen Gate Tower, or Front
Gate, in the south and the Great Hall
of the People in the west, and in-
cludes the Museum of Chinese His-
tory and the Museum of Chinese
Revolution in the east. It is 880 me-
ters from north to south, and 500
meters from east to west, and has a
total area of 440, 000 square me-
ters. As many as one million people
can gather here at one time.

. It has witnessed the magnificent

sight of the founding ceremony of the
PRC and National Day military pa-
rades, and is the witness of every
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country.

10. Early in the Lido and Jin periods,

1.

12.

Beijing became the political center of
northern China, featuring the well-
known Xingguo Temple, which was
built near the present Zhongshan
Park.

When the Mongolian cavalry ruled
the Central Plains, Beijing was built
as the Yuan capital Dadv. Lizheng-
men Gate, the due south gate of the
external part of the city, was situated
where the south of Tian’ anmen
Gate now is. In other words, Tian’ -
anmen Square was the only way in
and out of the capital as early as in
the Yuan Dynasty. It was only after
Yongle reign of the Ming Dynasty
moved the capital to Beijing that the
present-day Tian’ anmen Square
began to take shape.

In the 15th year of Yongle reign of
the Ming Dynasty, Chengtianmen
Gate, the main gate of the capital
and today’ s Tian’ anmen Gale, was
completed. So was Damingmen
Gate (renamed as Dagingmen Gate
and Zhonghuamen Gate in Qing
Dynasty and the Republic of China
respectively), or the southernmost
gate where the Memorial Hall of
Chairman Mao is.
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13.

18.

4.

15.

16.

17.

The two red walls reached out from
Damingmen Gate to the east and
west respectively, then marched
north, finally connected with Cheng-
tianmen Gate, forming a T-shape
square where royal activities fook
place in front of the Tian’ anmen
Gate Tower. This is the original
Tian” anmen Square.

After the founding of the People’s
Republic of Ching, several enlarge-
ments were made fo Tian’ anmen
Square.

The area from the south gate in the
southern most part of Tian’ anmen
Square between the Memorial Hall
of Chairman Mao and Zhengyang
men Gate Tower was referred to as
Chessboard Street in Ming and Qing
Dynasties.

Enclosed by a wooden fence in the
Ming Dynasly, the passage streich-
ing from east to west in the middle
looked like the borderline on a Chi-
nese chessboard.

During Qianlong reign of Ging Dy-
nosty, renovations were made to the
street, with a square stone fence
replacing the original wooden one.
Then, the street was shaped more
like a weiqi chessboard.
Chessboard Street was also called
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Tianjie Street{Imperial Street) as
ordinary citizens felt it was a great
pleasure to sell snacks, perform
acrobatics and opera near the For-
bidden City.

19. Thousand-Step Corridor runs along
the east, west and south of the
T-shape square in Dagingmen
Gate, (the current Memorial Hall of
Chairman Mao|, with white marble
stairs and 144 courtrooms.

20. Three major extensions have been
carried out since the founding of the
People’ s Republic of China.

21. The first renovation of the original
square took place in 1949, right after
the founding of the PRC. The original
square was mainly arrenged, reno-
vated and beautified. The Founding
Ceremony of PRC was hold right after
the first renovation and extention.

22. Later, for the celebration of the 10th
anniversary, the largest-scale exten-
sion took place in 1958 and thecur-
rent 880-meter-long and 500-
meter-wide square finally took shape.
The Great Hall of the People, Mon-
ument to the People’ s Heroes, Mu-
seum of Chinese History and Muse-
um of Chinese Revolution wereall
built then.

23. Then, after the great Chairman Mao
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pa away in 1976, a Mem6ﬂ0
Hall was erected between the Mon-
ument to the People’s Heroes and

Zhengyangmen Gate to express the
deep sorrow of the people of China.

24. After the three extensions, today’ s
Tion’ anmen Square in central Bei-
jing demonstrates the Uniqueness of
Chinese culture.

25. Since May 1st, 1991, regulations is-
sued by the Beijing municipality be-
gan to be enforced. They stipulate
that on the first, 11th and 21st day of
each month and on important na-
tional festivals {such as New Year’s
Day, Spring Festival, Internafional
Labor Day, the founding day of the
Party, Army Day and National Day],
flag-raising and flag-lowering cere-
monies are o be held and the na-
tional anthem be played by the mil-
itary band. On other days, ceremon-
ies shall also toke place and a re-
cording of the national anthem is to
be played.

26. Since then, the flag-raising and
flag-lowering ceremony has become
a favorite event for both domestic
and foreign tourists.

27. The 32. 6-meter-tall flagpole, made
from a seamiess steel pipe by the
Shougang Group, weighs seven
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tons. UndergdihQ specioi process- '

ing, it can remain rustproof for 20

years.

28. Every day, accompanied by the
majestic and resonant sound of the
national anthem, the bright-colored
five-stor fiag rises slowly with the
sunrise, symbolizing the bright fu-
ture for China.

29. The flag-lowering ceremony is held
at sunset.

30. We usually refer to Tian” anmen
Gate Tower as Tian" anmen.

31. Construction first commenced in
1417, in the 15th year of Yongle reign
of the Ming Dynasty, and it was
completed three years later. Tian’ -
anmen Gate Tower was the main
entrance to the imperial city of the
Ming and Qing Dynasties.

32. Originally named Chenglianmen
Gate, meaning by the Grace of God,
Tian‘ anmen Gate was regarded as
an important place for the emperor
to worship God.

33. Originally a wooden arch with six

pillars and five doors, it was recon-

structed into @ nine-rcom wide and

five-room deep gate tower after a

ruinaus fire (the number nine and

five embodies the supremacy of the

emperor] .
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34. However, it was destroyed again by
warfare at the end of the Ming Dy-
nasty.

35. It was renamed as Tion” anmen

Gate affer its reconstruction in 1651,

the eighth year ot emperor Shunz-

hi‘s reign of the Qing Dynaosty.

36. Emperor Shunzhi renamed the three

front halls of the Forbidden City the

Hall of Supreme Harmony, the Hall

of Middle Harmony and the Hall of

Preserving Harmony, ali containing

the character he (harmony); and

the four gates of the imperial city

Tian" anmen Gate, Di’ anmen Gate,

Dong’ anmen Gate and Xi’ anmen

Goate, all with the word an [peace),

expressing his best wishes for the

nation to be harmonious and
peaceful.

37. The 34. 7-meter-high Tian’ anmen

Gate is composed of a base, arch

and tower. The base is 1. 59 meters

high and the arch, made from stone
blocks, with each weighing 420 kg,
is 14. 6 meters in height.

38. There are six small yellow-tiled
rooms with red walls and windows
at the eastern and western sides of
the gate tower, for soldiers guard-
ing Tian’ anmen Gate.

39. After the founding of the PRC, lead-
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ers of the nation would march o

Tian‘ anmen Gate Tower fo celebr-
ate with the people for such grand
ceremonies as the founding cere-
mony and celebration of National
Day.

40. On the central gate of Tian’ anmen
hangs a portrait of beloved Chair-
man Mao.

41. Two huge posters overlooked the
square; the one in the west reads
Long Live the PRC. The other in the
east reads Long Live the Union of
World People.

42. The framed portrait, six meters
high, 4. 6 meters wide and 1. 5 tons
in weight, is on record as being the
nation’ s biggest hand-drawn por-
frait.

43. According to the theory of Yin and
Yang, gold should be situated in the
west. As the river zigzagged from
west to east in front of Tian’ an-
men, it was referred to as the Gold-
en Water River.

44, Not only adding fresh elements to
its boring architectural style, mostly
red walls and yellow ftiles, the river
also provides water for extinguish-
ing fires in the polace and released
water during summer downpours.
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45. Seven white, lovely stone bridges’

cross the rippling blue Outer Golden

Water River. The middle five, includ-

ing the central Outer Golden River

Bridge, are directly opposite the five

gateways of Tian’ anmen. With tall

and narrow arches, the bridges dis-
play the beauty of arcs.

46. Observant visitors may discover that
the carved designs on the white
marble railings of the bridge in the
middle are coilded dragons, where-
as those of the others are vivid lo-
tuses. The variation reveals the dif-
ferent functions and grades of the
bridges.

47. The one in the very middie, the im-
perial bridge, served for the passage
of the emperors in the Ming and
Qing Dynasties. Accordingly, the
decoration of coiled dragon symbol-
izes the supremacy of the imperial
power.

48. The other four, with lotus ormamen-
tation, vary in function.

49. The two closest to the imperial
bridge, or the noble’s bridges, were
for the exclusive use of the royal
family, while the other two were for
the passage of high civil and military
officials above grade-three.

50. In addition, the two outmost bridges
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in front of Zhongshan Park and the

Working People’s Cultural Palace
served for the passage of officials

under grade-four, soldiers, workers,
maids and eunuchs. The rule of the

grades must be sirictly observed.

51. The place in front of the Tian’ an-
men Gate was a place for holding
what was then called “Qiushen”
(Autumn frial) and “Chaoshen”
{Palace triai} . In May during the
Ming and Qing dynasties, the Min-
istry of Punishment would collect

from all provinces and regions of the

country the name-lists of convicts
sentenced to death and submit
them to the emperor for his pe-
rusat. And then in the middle ten

days of autumn, the emperor would

call up alf officials concerned to

make a final judgement of the cases

in front of the Tian’ anmen Gate.
This is what was then called the
“Autumn Trial”. But those convicts

sentenced fo death who were jailed

in the prisons of the Ministry of

Punishment in Beijing would under-

go a final judgement before the
Frost’s Descent. This is, as then
said, the “Palace Trial”.

52. Spanning over the Golden Water
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