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'
The trouble with shopping on the Internet is that you can’t touch

anything. Fortunately, that may be about to change with a motorized
computer mouse that can give Web surfers the sensation of texture

— or other physical attributes — of items pictured on the Net.

Visitors to the Web’99 convention in San Francisco were able to
test out the “Feel It” mouse: running the cursor over a picture of a ||
tennis racket let a user feel the tautness of the strings. You could also ki
feel the texture of a pair of corduroy jeans or test-drive a car, feeling
how it handles the curves and accelerates on the straight. And the
mouse even simulates an attempt to move through a heavy wind.

Originally developed by Stanford University and NASA, force-
feedback technology was first used for flight simulation.

Recently, Immersion Corporation in San Jose, California, man-

aged to achieve the fast data exchange rates needed to provide real-

youasay

| istic tactile sensations when someone is shopping on the Web.
: The mouse is attached to a
pad which contains two motors
in a small housing at the top, one
to move the mouse right to left,

and the other to move it up and ¢

down. As you move your cur-
sor over an image on a Web page, embedded motion commands are
sent to a microprocessor in the mouse, telling it how to move to

produce the desired sensation.
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