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THE MAN WHO ESCAPED!

Episode? 1

1. Edward Coke® used to* be an army eofficer,
but he is in prison now. Every day is exactly the *
same for him, .

It is winter now and Coke and all the other men
get up at six, when it is still cold and dark. They
have breakfast at six thir g
ty. Work begins at seven
thirty. Some of the men

work in the prison facto-
ry, where they make mail- &
bags, but Coke often works
in the fields outside,

2. The men have
lunch at twelve. Lunch
lasts an hour and then
the men go back to work
again Dinner is at six.
Coke usually goes to the

prison library after dinner



,
and reads until 9.30. The lights go out at ten.

The day is long, hard, and boring® and every
man has a lot of time to think. They usually
think about why they are there.®* Coke does. He
always thinks about two men. o

3. One of the men is called Eric Masters’. He
used to be am army officer, just like Coke. Coke
knows that Masters has a lot of money now. The
second man’s name is Hugo.® That is all Coke knows #
about him. Masters knows where and who Hugo is,
but Coke doesn’t. '

Every aight Coke lies in bed and thinks about
Eric Masters and Hugo. There is another thing he
thinks about, too. Escaping. He wants to escape and
find Masters, and then the other man, Coke is in
priSon for something he did mot do.

“Episode 2

_ 1. It-is six o’clock on a very cold winter even
ing. All over England! people are sitting down in
their living-rooms and are watching the news on
television or are listening to it@the radio. There
is one very important piece of news this evening. It
1s this. _

“In the West of England this evening. hundreds

of policemen are looking for a man who escaped from
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Princeville Prison® early this morning. The man’s
name is Edward Coke. He is 30 years old, six feet
tall, and has black hair and blue eyes. He is wearing
a dark blue prison uniform. The police do not think
he can stay free® very long. It is ounly a few degrees
above zero and it is snowing.”

2. The radio is on* in an expensive® pub® in
Soho?, in the centre of London. Most of the people
there are not very interested in the news programme,
but one man is. His name is Eric Masters. He is
about 45 and is wearing very expensive clothes. He
is looking very afraid of something, There is another
man standing next to him at the bar. Masters is
asking him a question.

“Did they say the man’s name was Coke»”

“Yes, that’s right. Coke, Edward Coke. Whyg
Do you know hime”

“Pardon®s”

“Do you know hims”

“No,.no, I don’t know him 1, I just wanted to
know the man’s name, that's all.”

3. In another part of London, a young detective®
is staading in the office of his chief at Scotland
Yard". The young detective’sname is Richard Baxter??,

“You knew Coke, didn’t you, Baxters”

“Yes, sir. I arrested him four years ago.”
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Baxter’s chiel is nodding his head.
“Yes, ! kuow that, Baxter. That's why I'm giv
ing you this order, now. Find'* Coke again; You

must find him immediately!s,”

Episode 3

1, It is 6.30 in the evening now, and the wind
is still blowing. It is getting colder, About ten miles
away from Princeville Prison a man is hiding in a
field. The wind is cutting through® his thin prison
'uniforjm—vlw'{]-:_e_b; knife.

A dog is barking somewhere in the distance’. Is
it a police dog perhapsy The man in the field does
not know. There is only one idea in his mind at the
moment; He must find food and some warm clothes,
but wheres -

2. Two hundred miles away in London, Baxter’s
train is standing at platform 9 in Paddington Station®.
Baxter is sitting in a comfortable compartment*,
There ‘is another man opposite him®. Baxter does not
know the man but he can see he wants to talk., Thre
man is holding a newspaper in his hands.

“Y see® someone escaped from Princeville Prison
this morning.”

“Oh, reallyq”

“Yes. Would you like to read about ity It’s all
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here in the paper”

“No. thank you.”

3. The train is leaving the station now. Baxter
is looking out of the window. He can see a thousand
bright lights in the windows of pubs, cafés”, houses
and flats®, Everywhere people are sitting down to®
warm meals and hot cups of tea. The world looks
warm and comfortable.

The man opposite Baxter is still talking.

“The paper says the man was a spy!® _ he gave
important military secrets away!. [ hope the police
catch him,” k

“Yes, so do I!2”

Episode 4

(Note; From this point c;nwards, there is a synop-
sis' at-the beginning of every unit. The synopsis
tells in a few words what happened in the last episodes.
The story is also told in the past tense from now on.)

SYNOPSIS’; A young detective, Richard Baxter,
arrested Coke four years ago. Coke escaped from
prison because he wanted to find two men, Eric
Masters and someone called ‘Hugo’. That was all
Coke knew about the second man He knew” Masters
when they were officers in the army. Baxter, the

detective,left London on the same day Coke escaped.
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His job was to catch Coke again

1. Baxter got on
the train at 5 o'clock.
An hour later, at 6, he
was asleep in the warm
train compartment. Co
ke was still in his
hiding-place in a field.
100miles away. The win-
ter! evening got darker
and colder. The wind
cut through Coke’s thin

uniform like a knife.

Coke was hungry and tired, and his arms and legs
were so cold that he could hardly feel them?. He knew
he had to find food, warm clothing, and a warm place
somewhere. “I have to make a move, I can’t just stay
in this field and die of the cold®” he thought.

2. Coke got up and began to walk. “Where am
I Which direction am ! walking in‘s Am I going
back towards the prisons” he asked himself. A few
minutes later, the moon came out and Coke could see
better. He stopped and looked around. Suddenly he
saw a small light not far away. “What can it bes It
can’t be a car. It isn’t movingy It must be a house,”

be said to himself and began to walk towards it. The
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light got larger. It was a house. He could see the
form of the roof in the darkmness.

3. Ten minutes later he was outside the house.
He stopped and listened. “Strange;” he thought. I
can’t hear anything, not even a radio or a televi-
sion®, but there must be someone in there; There’s a
light ony” Just at that moment, a thought struck him®,
“This is probably the only house around for miles;
The police know I'm probably around here some
where; and if they’'re anywhere, they’re in that
house, waiting for me;”
Coke did not move. The wind became colder.

His feet and hands felt like ice in the snow. “I have

to take the chance”|I have to; Thisis the only place

[ can find warm clothes and food®;” he thought.

Episode 5

SYNOPSIS; Coke escaped from prison and hid in
a field. It was very cold and he knew he had to find
warm clothes and food somewhere. He saw a house in
the country, isolated and far away from the nearest
town'. He stood outside the house before going in. He
could not understand why there was no noise coming
from it, not éven the sound of a radio or television.

1. Coke listened for several seconds but he could
not hear anything at all. And yet there was smoke
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coming from the chimney and there was a light on
in the fromt room; “Why is it so quiete Is it a
trap*s Are the police waiting for me in theres” he
asked himself. He went to the front door and pushed
it. To his surprise® it was open; He went in very
quietly. In the front room there was a fire burning
in the fireplace®. The room was clean, small and very
warm. There was very little furniture in it—only
a couch and a table in front of the fire and two
oldfashioned® chairs. There were also some photo
graphs on the shelf above the fire. They were yellow
and old. One of them was of a young man in a
World War I uniform. There were also a few of the
same young man and also a woman in old-fashioned
wedding-clothes. .

2. Suddenly Coke froze®, There was someone slse
- in the room. He knew it. He could feel ity He turn
ed around quickly and.  at the same time, put his
hand in his pecket. There was a small knife there
He saw ‘an old woman. She had a covered dish in her
hands and there was a dehcnous smell of meat and
vegetables coming from 1t ‘She did not look airaid.
She did not even look surprised.

“I'm sorry,” she said, and put the dish down on

- _the table.

Coke could hardly believe his ears. Here he was,
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a stranger in her house and yet she said she was
SCITY)

3. “I’m sorry,” she said again. *1 didn’t hear
you Did you knccke I'm deal, you see.” She pointed
to her ear, shook her head and said “deal” a second
time. “People often come to the door and knock, but
I den’t hear them. I'm glad you came in.”

Coke stared-at her for a second and then finally
found his voice. “I._ I'm sorry. I just stepped in.”

He looked down at his clothes. His prison uni.
form was so dirty that it was impossible to tell what
kind of uniform it was’. Then he suddenly had an
idea.

V“I’m a mechanic from a garage® in town. [ came to
xlé:paxr a lorry somewhere out here but the road was
icy. I had an accxdont 1..1 fell off my motorbike.”

He had to say thlS several times before she finally
understoed him. Wher she did, she gave him some
het water and soap and afterwards some food. The

only thing he needed now was a change of clothes,

Episode §
SYNOPSIS, After Coke escaped, he hid in a field
all day. Then, when it got dark, he went into a
'small house i the country. There was an old deaf

lady in the house. She' gave him food. The young




detective who arrested Coke four years ago, Baxter,
left London by train. Scotland Yard’s orders were
“Find Coke immediatelyy”

1. It was a cold and miserable night. Only a few
miles away from the house Coke was in, two police-
men in a small village police station could hear the
wind outside. One of them was a sergeant!, The other
was much younger.

“l wonder how Mrs Bentley? is;” the sergeant
asked,

“Mrs Bentleys Oh, you mean that old lady whose
bhusband died a few years agoq”

“That's right. She’s deaf, you know, so she
never listens to the radio or w.atchesA television. In
fact, she doesn’t even read the papers.”

“Oh?” the young.policeman said. He wondered
why the sergeant wanted to tell him all this. Thea
he found Lout.

“Why don t you go out to her place and see 1f
she’s all rights” ‘

“Who- Me?‘On a aight like-thiss”

“It's not far. Besides, you’ve got your bike, have-
a't youy”

2. Baxter got off the train at a small station.
There was a detecT\ti;re waiting for him on the plat-
form. He shook Baxter’s hand. ‘

- 10—




“My name’s Halls, Tom Halls®, Scotland Yard
phoned us and told us to meet you here. There’s a
car waiting.”

Baxter wasted very little time on social L.%{Tas]‘a
ities?, &

“Coke escaped more than 24 hours ago. [ waat to
catch him before another 24 hours are up®.”

Halls looked at Baxter for a few seconds before
he answered,

“A lot of us wonder why Scotland Yard is so
-interested in this fellow Coke. He isn’t the first
one to -escape. Another man did only about six

months ago, but Scotland Yard did;}%{?@éﬁpne
to help us then.”

+- Baxtér was already half—wath the car beiore
he said anything,

“Coke isn’t just an ordinary gu r. 'S RETY

special. Let’s get going;” nkm ge
4 3. The yoﬁ"ng policeman was angrywktesoas on
the road now. The wind was cold and blew snow into
bis face. “That ,stupid sergeant;” he thought. “We
must be one of the last stations in England that still
uses bikes, and he sends me out on one® on a night
tike this)”
He had to get off the bike and push it up a hill.
It was the last hill between the station and the old
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lady’s house When he got to the top of it he couid
sce the house down below, at the bottom of the hill.
Just as he looked down at it, he saw a light go on’
in one of the rooms upstairs. “Stupid, .That's what
it* is, sending me out “on a night like this;” the
policeman said again., Then he got on his bike and
began to go down the hill very fast, towards the

house. .

Episode 7
SYNOPSIS, Coke found food in a small house in

the country. Baxter arrived at a small station. Ano-.
ther detective met him there and asked Baxter why
Scotland Yard was so interested in Coke. A sergeant
in a police station not far from the house Coke was
in sent a young policeman to the house to tell the
old lady in it about Coke.

1. “You know, your clothes are in a terrlble
state,” the old 1ady said after the meal. “You rumed,
them when you had the accident,” Lo

“That’s all right. They’re just my work clothes

Coke answered.
. ”“My husband was just about your size. A little
" heavier perhaps AN his clothes are upstairs. They're.
no good to him. He died two years ago.” She pointed
up to the room above them.
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“Why don’t you see if any of his clothes fit you'.
You can bring them back tomorrow.”

“Nobody can be this? lucky,;” Coke thought to
himself. He went upstairs and turned the light on. It
was clear that the old lady was almost in another
world. She trusted everybody, He found a heavy jack-
et, a woollen shirt and some trousers hanging in the

room.
2. “What do you know about Cokes” Baxter

. asked Halls. They were in the car now. “Very little,

I'm afraid. In fact. | don’t think I kmow anything
about him at all. Wasn’t he the fellow who was in
that spy case about four years agos”

“Yes, that’s right. Coke always said it wasn’t

him . that it was someone else.”

e "That s what they all say. But what s so special

about him+”

"“"3.‘ “Coke was in Army Intelligence®. He knew i impor-

tant ‘secrets. We could never understand why he sold""

them. There wasa’t a real motive!. Some said he did
it for money. We couldn’t prove it, but if he was
a sp“y; he still knows too much. We could never find
out ‘who he sold the secrets to®. That’s why we have
to ¢atch him before he makes contact with any of
his old friends”

3. Coke put the clothes on as quickly as he
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