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ForeWOrd Wang Zhongwei

Shanghai is a magical city. Her fast growth and
kaleildoscopic changes have drawn world attention.

Many foreign visitors have said admiringly that Shanghai is a marvelous city full of energy and charm. But,
those who haven’t been here tend to associate Shanghai with images gleaned from old movies and books.
To help the world better understand Shanghai, local people have made unsparing efforts. “Shanghai in the
Eyes of World Artists,” organized by Shanghai Municipal Government Information Office and Foreign Office

together with Shanghai Artist Association is one such efforts.

In recent years, Shanghai has sponsored a few similar activities, such as “Shanghai in the Eyes of World
Photographers,” “Shanghai at the Turn of Century” in documentary, and “Shanghai in the Eyes of German
Writers.” These activities not only helped the participants understand Shanghai, but also spread their

understanding to more people through their works.

Compared with previous events, “Shanghai in the Eyes of World Artists,” held from September 10-21, 2002,
was an attempt to capture the spirit of Shanghai with paintbrush. It was a great success. Twenty-three artists
from 20 countries and regions took part in the activity and produced more than 50 paintings, each vivid in
their own styles of expression. Together, they present a faceted image of Shanghai — a modern cosmopolitan

city. As the director of “Shanghai in the Eyes of World Artists” Organizing Committee, I'm amply satisfied.



During their short stay in Shanghai, the artists visited many places to learn about various aspects of Shanghai
life, from economy, science and technology, education, culture, social welfare, tourism to religion. This
“intimate contact” inspired the artists, whose paintings show unique perspectives and strong visual impact.
Their works were exhibited at the Shanghai Academy of Chinese Painting from November 20-30 as part of
the 4™ China Shanghai International Arts Festival. Now, they are published with the works of local and overseas
Chinese artists, also featuring Shanghai. We can compare their different styles and see the beauty of Shanghai

oozing from their paintbrushes.

Every artist has his or her own visual language. To paint Shanghai, the 23 artists used different visual languages,
characteristic of their nationality and personality. Finnish painter Sini Kunnas assembled six Chinese cultural
icons in his painting, "The Six Elements," which looks decorative and imaginative; Japanese painter Shigeki
Kuroda used his symbols to depict the long history of Shanghai development; Korean artist Jung Ho Kwon
applied introspection in his painting to suggest the link between traditional culture and modern development
of Shanghai. Hong Kong painter Chu Hingwah used pink, yellow and orange to sum up his impression of
Shanghai. He said pink represents elegance; yellow stands for excitement; and orange symbolizes booming

economy.

As the paintings were created with heart and soul, so should we savor them with heart and soul.

December 12, 2002 Shanghai
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W/:aking up to the flaming twilight of a rising sun, the city is like a giant with
renewed energy. ready to start a new day of work.

The magnolia trees are blooming in warm sunshine, tingeing the air with a subtle fragrance.
High-rises are cropping up everywhere like arms reaching for the sun.

The port on the western coast of the Pacific bustles again with trucks and ships.

The bridges over the Huangpu River are like huge harps playing music to

the beat of the city’s fast development.

The Shanghai Museum, Shanghai Grand Theater. and Shanghai Science & Technology Museum
join in a chorus of praise for the city.

The old alleys, Shikumen houses, Longhua Pagoda, Yuyuan Garden and the old canal towns in

the suburbs all witnessed the city’s changes and render people nostalgic.

After dark, the moon rises, transforming Shanghai into a ravishing beauty — the jewel of the East.

This is Shanghai, a city unforgettable at first sight.
This is Shanghai, a city that makes you spellbound.






