B EFRERFEIEAB

A SHORT HISTORY OF
ENGLISH LITERATURE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

W U 2L A%
g [E 3 4 e
PEITA
XU E  m




s 2 e S B AR B0

A SHORT HISTORY OF
ENGLISH LITERATURE

NEW REVISED EDITION
Compiled by
LIU BINGSHAN

g 5] 3C % 1) S

HEIIAR
XMAE R

HENAN PEOPLE’S PUBLISHING HOUSE



BB B (CIP) ¥

e [E 2 8 = A Short History of English Literature/ Xl
IR, — FBIN TR AR i AL, 1993, 4(2002. 9 FHED)

i S BE R A LA

ISBN 7 -215 - 01997 -7

L3 e IS sk - 3637 - A - H
# IV.H319.4

A B 1R CIP S (1999) 5 18576 5

TR A R R R R AT
(Huhk IBMITZ 66 5 HRESRAS.450002  H1i%.5723341)
HERIELH M SR EN R ED R
FFA 850 2K x 1168 Bk 1/32 Egk  16.625
FE 400 FE % 133 001 - 153 000
1993 44 A% 1/ 2002 49 B 15 TR Ef Rl

EH:19.00 T




CHEE LY Frig 1T 4 i 3

CEECERED FAT R K EINERIE L A HmEM,
1979 FLEFHHI 21 IHRBUTF WK, REEF KR
. 198147 A EWIMEE FHBH LM 248 10
Fo ANENRENEE¥IBRRE SEREEAXHI MR
FE REFENANERPOEN LHTTL2EMBSRET, i
ARG R ERKRBITH REFRESBEFNRF
B, MR EIEL AEANHRE EFREHE BXH
XHET RBETERESSNFRRMPIRARRE HeBHETT
WHER NEERENETUEREN HFAFLET 3
BIRRBMEITE BEER £EGREFTRE HEMMH
103 BRI HNE 126 VR, FEITHBZHMABERNRLEE, ¥
AFENEHER FEENRERRYEBEH NS B FRIE
F ARG TTRR.

CEREXFMAEY FBITRCLERBEEZRFFERINGS
WSR2 HERERFEERBEHM.

TR A B At
199246 A1 H



PREFACE TO THE NEW
REVISED EDITION

This “ Short History of English Literature” is a book for beginners
who know little about English literature but who want to get some ru-
dimentary knowledge about its history. The question which 1 have been
considering during compilation and revision is how to make my book
useful and easily accessible to Chinese students. Such a purpose deter-
mines the way in which the book is made. I have tried to gather together,
within the scope of such a short work, those materials which I deem nec-
essary for beginners and rewrite them in simple English for easier under-
standing. In doing so, I have followed the examples of popularizers of
literary history like John Macy and Lafcadio Hearn and our forerunners
in this field, the late Professors Fan Cunzhong and Chen Jia of Nanjng
University.

This textbook was originally compiled for the students of English
in the provincial universities and normal colleges in our country. Efforts
have been made to apply the basic views of Marxism, mainly those of
historical materialism, in tracing the historical development of English
literature. Each literary period is introduced first by a brief comment on
its social, political and ideological conditions, and by a summary of the
prevailing literary trends and schools of the time, but emphasis is laid on
the description of the lives and careers of the great and ma pr writers, es-
pecially on the analysis of their representative works, whereas the less
important authors and those writers whose works are out of the reach of
our students for the time being are merely mentioned in passing or even
omitted altogether. So the book is far from all-embracing. I call it “ short
history” because it is short of many things which appear in those pro-
found works on English literature written by learned scholars,

But the making of ths little book has taken me several years, during
which I have thrown into it a few drops of my heart—blood. The study of lit-
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erature i a labour of love. A book devoted to literature should be vivid inconr
tent and attractive in formn. For this reason, I have included a number of sto-
nies and anecdotes about writers and poets as well as some quotations from
their writings. For illustrations I have chosen pictorial materials from various
sources and invited 6 artsts  ( mostly teachers and students of the Art De-
partment of Henan University)  to reproduce them in black and white
drawings. All this, I hope, may help to rasse the students’ interest in English
writers and their works.

Acknowledgements should be made (o the teachers of 21 universi-
ties and colleges, who attended a meeting of 1979 to discuss the first
manuscript of the present work, to Professors Suo Tianzhang ( of
Fudan University) , Zhang Mingxu and Shirley Wood ( both of
Henan University) , who have given kind suggestions concerning for-
mer revisiors, and especially to Professor Lu Peixuan ( of Shanghai
Foreign Languages Institute) who had kindly made revisions on the
third manuscript of my book before it was published by Shanghai For-
eign Language Education Press in July 1981,

The present revised and enlarged edition has been prepared on the
basis of my own manuscripts of the book, because I want to retain and
enhance its distinguishing features, ie. Marxist in view, concise in con-
tent, simple in language, and attractive in form, which, during the past
13 years, have made this book ( from its trial edition in 1980) well re-
ceived by the young learners of our country. To keep pace with the de-
velopment of our English teaching and meet the needs of our students
today, an all-round revision has been made by checking up the book in
the light of recent information, making changes in the arrangement of
parts and chapters, correcting certain irrelevant wordings in the previous
text, rewriting or amplifying some chapters on great and ma jpr writers,
and providing supplementary chapters or sections for several authors
who were left out in the former edition but now appear important
enough to be included in this work. In keeping with the enlargement of
content, the number of illustrations has also increased from 103 to 126,
The time limit is still fixed on the eve of the Second World War.

A list of references expresses my acknowledgements to all the
works on English history and literature which I have consulted in the
compilation and revision of this book .

I'am also indebted to the users of my “ Short History” from all cor-
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ners of the country, who have assisted me with their kind suggestions re-
garding the correction of some misprints and minor errors in the pre-

vious edition of the book.
In conclusion, I repeat that this textbook is compiled for beginners.

If only our students need , like it, and find it useful as a stepping-stone
in their study of English literature, I would think my time and labour has

pot been spent in vain,

The Compiler
Kaifeng :
January 1992
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