THE FRESHWATER FISHES
OF CHINA
IN COLOURED ILLUSTRATIONS
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PREFACE

Taking origin from Qinghai-Xizang (Chinghai-Tibetan) Plateau, flowing through
nine provinces, receiving on its way numerous large or small tributaries, and then
pouring into the East Sea spectacularly, the Changjiang (Yangtze River) is the largest
river in China or the third largest in the world, with gross drainage basin of about 1.8
million square kilometers in area. In the upper reach beyond Yichang (Ichang), the
River has a steep gradient, with narrow valley and rapid current. Passing over the
Three-Gorge, the middle reach of the River has a gentle gradient and takes a meandering
course. It connects with lakes of various sizes, including Poyang Lake and Dongting
(Tungting) Lake, as well as with numerous tributaries, forming a complex network of
water systems. In the lower reach, the River becomes broadened and flows all the more
slowly. In the estuary confluent with the Sea, the River forms a trumpet-shaped
delta. Owing to the immense variety of hydrologic-geomorphologic features and the
differences of physical environments in the upper, middle and lower reaches, the River 1s
especially rich in fish fauna. About 300 species of fishes are known to exist in its entire
drainage basin, amounting to one third of the total species number of freshwater fishes 1n
China. In order to demonstrate the characteristics of the fauna as well as the diversity
and beauties of the Chinese freshwater fishes, we select the fishes from the Changjiang
River as the content of the first volume of “The Freshwater Fishes of China in Co-




loured Illustrations’ Fishes from other water systems and regions will be published in
separate volumes in future.

169 species belonging to 28 families are compiled in this volume, representing all
species of economic importance in the drainage basin, species of common occurrence,
and the representative species from the different types of physical environments in the
upper, middle and lower reaches of Changjiang. All photographs were taken from
living specimens on simulated natural ecological backgrounds so that their body
colouration and behavior are fairly close to realness. A brief description is given to
each species, depicting the main morphological characteristic, life habit, geographical
distribution and economic importance. The book reflects the general features of fishes
in the drainage basin of the Changjiang River and provides some scientific information
for exploring and utilizing the fish resources therein.

Many persons have helped and supported our photograph work; our thanks are due
to members of the following institutions: Fishery Science Institute of Hunan Province,
Bureau of Animal Husbandry and Fishery of Yuyang City, Fishery School of Hechuan,
Bureau of Agriculture and Water Conservancy of Leshan City, Fisheries Institute of the
Agriculture Academy of Sichuan Province, and the Institute of Fishery and Forestry of
Xinanjiang. Besides, we should thank Associate Prof. Chao Wen-xuan of the
Institute of Hydrobiology, Academia Sinica, who has checked up the manuscript of this
volume. And we welcome the comments to the compilation work of “"The Fresh -
water Fishes of China in Coloured [llustrations ' from our readers.

The Editors



#3#  Acipenseridae

1 #4#8%}  Acipenser sinensis Gray

2 K18 Acipenser dabryanus Duméril
A##  Polyodontidae

3 H#®  Psephurus gladius (Martens)
# & Clupeidae

4 # Hilsa reevesii (Richardson)

#%  FEngraulidae

5 %%  Coilia brachygnathus Kreyenber et Pappenheim

6 J18% Coilia ectenes Jordan et Seale
WEaR  Salangidae

7 481 Hemisalanx prognathus Regan

8 K4 Protosalanx hyalocranius (Abbott)

9 K¥MEYIEMA Neosalanx tangkehkeii taihuensis Chen
g El  Anguillidae

10 88%§ Anguilla japonica Temminck et Schlegel
MA@ Catostommidae

11 BIE®  Myxocyprinus asiaticus (Bleeker)

#E  Cobitidae

12 F4EW M Botia (Sinibotia) superciliaris Giinther

13 WAV M  Parabotia fasciata Dabry

14 REBWH Parabotia banarescui (Nalbant)

15 M B W Parabotia lijiangensis Chen

16 K #M¥ [eptobotia elongata (Bleeker)

17 %M Leptobotia taeniaps (Sauvage)

18 L4 BMSH [eptobotia rubrilabris (Dabry)
19 %M Leptobotia hengyangensis Huang et Zhang
20 Hik%® Nemachilus potanini Gunther
21 R4EESK  Cobitis sinensis Sauvage et Dabry
22 KBEIEM  Cobitis macrostigma Dabry
23 ®¥ Misgurnus anguillicaudatus (Cantor)
24 KRR Paramisgurnus dabryanus (Sauvage)
8  Cyprinidae
25 B0 QOpsariichthys uncirostris bidens Giinther
20 HMEM  Zacco platypus (Schlegel)
27 AR Rhodeus sinensis Giinther
28 E{LBEM  Rhodeus ocellatus (Kner)
29 A8 Pseudoperilampus lighti Wu
30 KRB Acanthorhodeus macropterus Bleeker
31 ERREEW  Acanthorhodeus hypselonotus Bleeker
32 BHENSEY  Acanthorhodeus tonkinensis Vaillant
33 ZABEY  Acanthorhodeus polylepis Woo
34 W RISENE  Acanthorhodeus omeiensis Shih et Tchang
35 MULKISES  Acanthorhodeus chankaensis (Dybowsky)
36 BM Hemibarbus labeo(Pallas)
37 &%  Hemibarbus maculatus Bleeker
38 KYI%t Hemibarbus longirostris (Regan)
39 IR  Paracanthobrama guichenoti Bleeker
40 L%  Belligobio nummifer (Boulenger)
41 %8 Pseudorasbora parva (Temminck et Schlegel)
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K&EWB  Pseudorasbora elongata Wu

8 Sarcocheilichthys sinensis sinensis Blecker

/N8 Sarcocheilichthys parvus Nichols

iILEE%  Sarcocheilichthys kiangsiensis Nichols

MO REESR  Sarcocheilichthys nigripinnis davidi (Sauvage)
BB Sarcocheilichthys nigripinnis nigripinnis (Giinther)
HIAWIN ¥ Gnathopogon imberbis (Sauvage et Dabry)
REGH#  Gnathopogon argentatus (Sauvage et Dabry)
PSS #  Gnathopogon sihuensis (Chu)

% Coreius heterodon (Bleeker)

B O% | Coreius guichenoti (Sauvage et Dabry)

YI#)  Rhinogobio typus Bleeker

K#YI%  Rhinogobio ventralis Sauvage et Dabry

Rhinogobio cylindricus Gunther

1L1%)  Pseudogobio vaillanti vaillanti (Sauvage)
BIE®  Abbottina rivularis (Basilewsky)

W IL®  Abbottina obtusirostris (Wu et Wang)
/NOIER  Abbottina guentheri Banarescu

WEEBMIES  Abbottina tungtingensis (Nichols)

MM Abbottina tafangensis (Wang)

KA R I&#  Platysmacheilus longibarbatus Lo, Yao et Chen

K¥E#M  Saurogobio dumerili Bleeker
Y% Saurogobio dabryi Bleeker

KB Saurogobio gymnocheilus Lo, Yao.et Chen

MILYE#)  Saurogobio xiangjiangensis Tang

B LWL Gobiobotia (Progobiobotia) abbreviata Fang et Wang
HEME Gobiobotia (Gobiobotia) ichangensis Fang

SEEME  Gobiobotia (Xenophysogobio) boulengeri Tchang
WIk8KEE  Gobiobotia (Xenophysogobio) nudicorpa Huang et

Zhang
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##  Mylopharyngodon piceus (Richardson)

& Ctenopharyngodon idellus (Cuvier et Valenciennes)
% Luciobrama macrocephalus (Lacépede)

%  Flopichthys bambusa (Richardson)

¥ Ochetobius elongatus (Kner)

A Squaliobarbus curriculus (Richardson)

U8 Toxabramis swinhonis Ginther

£ Hemiculter leucisclus (Basilewsky)

M%E  Memiculter bleekeri bleekeri Warpachowsky

K#&%i Parabramis pekinensis (Basilewsky)

L1888 Culter erythropterus Basilewsky

WAUM  Pseudolaubuca sinensis Bleeker

BB Pseudolaubuca engraulis (Nichols)

M Megalobrama terminalis (Richardson)

B k85  Megalobrama amblycephals Yih

Kk Megalobrama elongata Huang et Zhang

g )] e i

Sinibrama changi Chang

KHLH  Erythroculter mongolicus (Basilewsky)
YL Erythroculter ilishaeformis (Bleeker)
L8 Erythroculter dabryi (Bleeker)

MR Erythroculter oxycephaloides (Kreyenberg et
Pappenheim)

ML Ancherythroculter wangi (Tchang)

REILLZIM  Ancherythroculter nigrocauda Yih et Woo

EEIELL9  Ancherythroculter kurematsui (Kemura)

MF-E  Hemicufterilla sauvagei Warpachowsky

KEW Xenocypris davidi Bleeker

WM Xenocypris argentea Giinther

ML Plagiognathops microlepis (Bleeker)

PIYi%8  Distoechodon tumirostris Peters



100 ¥ts Acanthobrama simoni (Bleeker) 125 W4 R# Sinogastromyzon szechuanensis szechuanensis

101 &  Hypophthalmichthys molitrix (Cuvier et Valenciennes) Fang

102 8 Aristichthys nobilis (Richardson) 126 WEWE ST F M Metahomaloptera omeiensis Chang
103 R  Barbodes (Spinibarbus) caldwelli (Nichols) ¥ F  Bagridae

104 R AR Barbodes (Spinibarbus) sinensis (Bleeker) 127 X% % Hemibagrus macropterus Bleeker

105 &8  percocypris pingi pingi (Tchang) 128 B¥ifs  Pseudobagrus fulvidraco (Richardson)
106 # ¥ FIEBf  Acrossocheilus (Lissochilichthys) hemispinus cinctus (Lin) 129 ZREBH  Pseudobagrus eupogon Boulenger
107 A¥ @ Varicorhinus (Onychostoma) simus (Sauvage et Dabry) 130 {LEHt  Pseudobagrus vachelli (Richardson)
108 PB4 Varicorhinus (Onychostoma) angustistomatus Fang 131 RBEHAHA  Pseudobagrus nitidus Sauvage et Dabry
109 /NOE WA Varicorhinus (Onychostoma) lini Wu 132 HEWI%  Leiocassis crassirostris Regan

110 ®ABWHE  Varicorhinus (Onychostoma) rarus Lin 133 M/B% Leiocassis carssilabris Giinther

1 M| Tor (Folifer) brevifilis brevifilis (Peters) 134 KYI%E Leiocassis longirostris Giinther

112 5¥ORMEA  Schizothorax (Schizothorax) prenanti (Tchang) 135 #0158 [ ejocassis pratti Giinther

113 EORWE  Schizothorax (Racoma) davidi (Sauvage) 136 BME% Leiocassis brevicaudatus Wu

114 *8  Sinilabeo rendahli rendahli (Kimura) 137 YIR# [eiocassis truncatus Regan

115 ¥ Sinilabeo decorus tungting (Nichols) 138 F34%  Leiocassis albomarginatus Rendhal

116 /K Semilabeo prochilus (Sauvage et Dabry) 8&H  Siluridae

117 BL#B  Garra pingi pingi (Tchang) 139 %2 Silurus asotus Linnaeus

118 4HIR¥  Procypris rabaudi (Tchang) 140 A KO%  Silurus soldatovi meridionalis Chen
119 %8 Cyprinus (Cyprinus) carpio Linnaeus 8B Amblycipitidae

120 ®1  Carassius auratus auratus (Linnaeus) 141 B%8  [ejobagrus marginatus aﬁznwmz
KM EL Homalopteridae 142 #E8  Leiobagrus marginatoides Wu

121 WILIREXO8  Vanmanenia stenosoma chekianensis (Tchang) B8 Sisoridae

122 BL8 Lepturichthys fimbriata (Giinther) 143 LMK Glyptothorax sinensis Regan

123 WHEYS  Hemimyzon abbreviata (Ginther) 888 Hemirhampidae

124 BB Hemimyzon sinensis (Sauvage et Dabry de Thiersant) 144 8 Hemirhamphus kurumeus Jordan et Starks



M E  Cyprinodontidae

145 ##§ Oryzias latipes (Schlegel)
#8  Ophiocephalidae

146 588 Ophicephalus argus Cantor
48#  Symbranchidae

147 #8% Monopterus albus (Zuiew)

FiskFE  Mastacembelidae

148 RI# Mastacembelus aculeatus (Basilewsky)
HRXEH  Cottidae

149 #IL%5  Trachidermus fasciatus Heckel
85%+ Serranidae

150 k¥ Siniperca whiteheadi (Boulenger)

151 % Siniperca chuatsi (Basilewsky)

152 K&  Siniperca roufei Wu

153 KB  Siniperca knéri Garman

154 Bt# Siniperca scherzeri Steindachner

155 W%  Siniperca loona Wu

156 & [ateolabrax japonicus (Cuvier et Valenciennes)
88 Mugilidae

157 #§ Mugil cephalus Linnaeus

158 FHR#%HM Liza soiuy (Basilewaky)
YE¥IFL  Eleotridae

159 ¥W#  Odontobutis obscura (Temminck et Schlegel)

160 %%  Hypseleotris swinhonis (Giinther)
BEME Gobiidae

161 Mi% 8  Ctenogobius giurinus (Rutter)

162 WAB LA Clenogobius chengtuensis (Chang)
HIMF  Periophthalmidae

163 B ®  Periophthalmus cantonensis (Osbeck)
848 Anpabantidae

164 BIR % Macropodus chinensis (Bloch)

165 X B+  Macropodus opercularis (Linnaeus)
#  Tetrodontidae

166 BRI Fugu obscurus (Abe)

167 ZBORT 88 Fugu xanthopterus (Temminck et Schlege)
E8H Cynoglossidae

168 {68  Cynoglossus gracilis Giinther

169 =& H8 Cynoglossus trigrammus Ginther
FRES






1 & 4 8 8 B Acipenser sinensis Gray
(B8, BF)

KERMARALR. FHABR Y 12~14. HEBRZ N EKCHE, RiEEE

K. LHEMAAEBERKBRERS —MBB(NAE). &8 14~28.
Jo e R R TRV RGBSR R . B LI EILA LR KRR e R YA
BB %M, P 10 ' LM E 1A LA, . —REBBREART S H UL,

MG T 240 MTLL b EEEAMBIREAGFR W ERERRRDY, RARRRS -

BOHREBHR..

\

H b I A R 2, DI R AT TP BT, J5 7 %05, B £ B0 o 467 f
B9 A 1006 T 2 LS BRI AT A AR 4 T B B 0

¥ M LSR8 T, AT e &, -






g ”"'.‘

ot iy

Acipenser dabryanus Dumeril

(B3, WET)
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3 mE AaHH
hwm.c}stm gladius (Martens)
(R, 8341)
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