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CHRONOLOGY

1 June 1926

Jan. 1934
13 Sept. 1935

19 June 1942
1946
26 Aug, 1946
13 Sept. 1946
1947

Aug. 1947

1948

1949
1950

Dec. 1950

Norma Jeane Mortenson born in Los
Angeles

Mother institutionalized

Norma Jeane begi.ns a two-year stay in a
Los Angeles orphanage

Marries Jim Dougherty

Changes her name to Marilyn Monroe
Contracted to Twentieth Century Fox
Divorces Jim Dougherty

Her first film appearance in Scudda Hoo!
Scudda Hay! is cut out in the editing
room; Dangerous Years

Her contract with Twentieth Century
Fox is cancelled

Contracted to Columbia Pictures,
March to September; Ana Lower dies in
the summer; Ladies of the Chorus
Appears in Love Happy for less than a
minute with Groucho Marx

A Ticket to Tomahawk, The Asphals Jungle,
The Fireball, All About Eve, Right Cross
Signs a seven-year contract with
Twentieth Century Fox; meets Arthur
Miller for the first time



1951

1952

1953

1954

14 Jan. 1954
4 Oct. 1954
1955

7 Jan. 1955
25 Feb. 1956
1 July 1956
13 July 1956
1957

7 July 1958
1959

Chronology

Hometown Story, As Young As You Feel, Love
Nest, Let’s Make It Legal

Clash by Night, We're Not Married, Don’t
Bother to Knock, Monkey Business,
O’Henry's Full House

Niagara; co-stars with Jane Russell in
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes; How to Marry a
Millionaire with Betty Grable and
Lauren Bacall

River of No Return; There’s No Business Like
Show Business

Marries Joe DiMaggio

Divorces Joe DiMaggio

The Seven Year Jtch; moves to New York
and meets Arthur Miller again

Forms film company, Marilyn Monroe
Productions

Returns to Hollywood to make

Bus Stop

Marries Arthur Miller

Goes with Miller to London

The Prince and the Showgirl with
Laurence Olivier

Returns to Los Angeles to make Some
Like It Hot with Tony Curtis and Jack
Lemmon, her first film in the USA for
two years

Affair withYves Montand during the
filming of Let's Make Love; collapse of

marriage to Miller



Aug. 1960
20 Jan. 1961
Feb. 1962
19 May 1962

June 1962

4 Aug. 1962

Chronology

Hospitalized during filming of The
Misfies for drug abuse

Divorces Arthur Miller

On a trip to Mexico meets José Bolanos
Sings ‘Happy Birthday’ to |.F. Kennedy
in Madison Square Garden, New York
The filming of Something’s Got to Give is
suspended

Found dead in her bed



Marilyn Monroe dancing with Dan
Dailey in the unsuccessful 1950
musical western A Ticker to

Tomahawk. (20th Century Fox-

courtesy Kobal)

In 1950 Marilyn played in a night-club scene with Dick Powell in the film Righe Cross.
(MGM: courtesy Kobal)



A poster for the film As Young
as You Feel, in which Marilyn
plaved a glamorous secretary.
(20th Century Fox: courtesy
Kobal )

MacDonald Carey, Marilyn, Zachary Scott and Claudette Colbert in a scene from the -
1951 film Let's Make It Legal. Once again, Marilyn played a goLd-digging blonde.
{20th Century Fox: eourtesy Kobal)




Marilyn posing for the camera during the filming of the 1953 film Niagare. This was her
cighteenth film, and the first in which she received top billing. (20th Century Fox:

courtesy Kabal)y
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Jane Russell and Marilyn Monroc in the 1953 film Genelemen Prefer Blondes, ¥ §tarring
Elliott Reed and Tommy Noonan. This film demonstrated her tafents as asfnger and
dancer in the part of Lorelei Lee, the ‘relentless gold digger’ andbﬁ;ﬁght her to
superstardom. (20th Century Fox: courtesy Kobal)
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Marilyn on the set of the comedy How ro Marry o Millionaire, in which

she starred with Betty
Grable and Lauren Bacall. In her diary, Lauren Bacall described Marilyn as ‘frightened,

insecure . ., and always late. . . . there was something very sad about her wanting to reach
out, afraid to trust, always uncomfortable’. (20¢h Century Fox: courtesy Kobal)




Marilyn with Joe DiMaggio, her second husband, whom she married on 14 January 1954.
(Illustrated Londen News)



Marilyn starred with Robert Mitchum in the western River of No Return, in 1954.
(20th Century Fox: courtesy Kobal)

Later in 1954 Marilyn starred in
the musical There’s No Business Like
Show Business, but was attacked for
her sexy rendition of ‘Heatwave':
Ed Sullivan described it as “the
most flagrant violation of good
taste’. (20th Century Fox:
courtesy Kobal)




Marilyn with her third husband,
the playwright Arthur Miller,
pictured here in 1959 when she
was in London to film The Prince
and the Showgirl with Laurence
Olivier. (Pi-noto: Jack Cardiff/
Camera Press, London)

Mariiyn Monroe pictured outside
her home in Engleficld Green in
July 1956, shortly after her
marriage to Arthur Miller.
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‘wit.Dand
WACKY FUN
wildly funny
A RIOT

‘Hilarious’

One of Marilyn's best known and most saccessful films was the 1959 comedy Some [1ke 1
Hot, in which she starred with Tony Curtis and fack Lemmon. Tony Curtis famously

remarked that kissing Marilvn was like kissing Hitler. (United Artists: Ronald Grant Archive)

A scene from Yome [ike Iy Hot,
with fack Lemmon andTon)'
Curtis in drag hiding in an all-girl
orchestra to escape the Mob,
(United Artists: courtesy Kobal)
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ONE

NORMA JEANE

I can see your career rising in the East like the sun.

George Sanders

he was born Norma Jeane Baker (although her

birth certificate reads Norma Jeane Mortenson)
in Los Angeles on 1 June 1926, the illegitimate
daughter of Stanley Gifford, a salesman who wanted
nothing to do with his mistress’s child, and Gladys
Mortenson, married for the second time though not
to him, her first husband having taken their three
children to live in Kentucky. She died Marilyn
Monroe on 4 August 1962, having just turned
thirty-six, not the greatest actress or singer in the
history of motion pictures but certainly its greatest
star. If, for the first half of this century, it was Garbo
who captured the hearts and minds of film-goers
worldwide, for the second half, and long after her
death, it has been Marilyn.

Like Judy Garland and Jean Harlow and Elizabeth



