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1.The Most Useful Thing and
Useless' Thing in the World

Jim was sitting with some of his old friends. They were drinking
coffee and talking about the worth of things in the world.

After a few minutes, one of Jim’s friends said to him, “Well, Jim,
you are a bright man®, but you have said nothing on this maiter® yet.
Jim, T wonder, what is the most useful thing in the world?”

“I think Advice is the most useful thing in the world,” Jim replied
immediately .

Jim’s friends thought about it for a few minutes, and then one of
them asked him, “And what is the most useless thing in the world?” “I
think it is also Advice,” the same answer was immediately given by Jim
again.

“Really?” said one of Jim’s friends, “are you all right? A moment
ago you said that Advice is the most useful thing in the world, and now
you say it is the most useless thing in the world? How can i be both*?”

“Well,” answered Jim, “if you think about the matter carefully,
you' 1l see that I am quite right. You see , when you give someone good
advice, and he takes it, now Advice is the most useful thing in the
world. However, when you give a person advice, and he doesn’t take it,
then it is the most useless thing in the world. ”

Notes

1. useless [juxlis] a. BRHEY, BAHY



2. a bright man — P EEBIRIA
3. matter ['meta] n. FHH
4. How can it be both? XEATEBEHERR?

2. The Fox and the Crane'

The crane is a large bird. It has a long slim? neck and long legs. Its
body is not very big, but it is as tall as a seven-year-old boy. It lives
near ponds’. and eats frogs and small fish. Tts legs are so l;)ng that it can
easily waq’e4 in a pond. It goes into the pond and stands still for a long
time. It stands and Qa.its till a fish comes near it. When the crane sees a
fish or a frog, it picks it up with its long Bill® .

~One day, a fox met a crane. “It will be fun to play a joke on the
cra(ze6'. ”thought the fox. So he asked the crane to come to his housq_ for
supper The blrd thanked the fox and tiley went together.

.. Now the fox had only thin soup. to eat, and he put the soup in a
plate _The crane was a tall bird. She had a long neck and a long bilt, so
she oould ot eat from a soup plate She tried again and again to eat the
soup, but she could not get any. The trwky fox watched the crane and

laughed. It was easy for the fox to lick up. the thin soup from the plate.
He ate a]l t.he soup and the crane went home hungnly .

A few days later the crane met the fox This time she asked him to
come to her house for supper. So the fox went to the crane s house The
crane had soup for supper too, but the soup was in a ta]l jar® with a long
neck. It was easy for the crane to put her bill into the jar, but the fox
could not get at the soup. So the crane ate all her soup while the fox did
not get a drop of it, and the crane ate the fox’ $+80Up,’ 100.
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The fox learned a good lesson and he ran home to find something to

eat.

Notes:

1. crave {krein] n.fli%

2. dlim [slim] a. ZBENH

3. pond [pond] o.M HE

4. wade [weid] i, vt 88,884

5. bill [bil] n. (K &FHKT R T-H) ) ¥
6. play a joke on sb.  HHEAMBLE

7. wicky ['miki] a. ARG

8. jar (dea:] n. (B KO8T

3.1t Should Be as Dirty as Before

Once a man named Clean' found a box of old papers in a room at the
top of his house. He burmt most of them, for he did not like old things
very much. But one of these papers was an old letter. At the botiom of
the letter was the name of a well-known author’

“When was this letter written?” thought Clean, “at that time no one
knew about the author. But today everybody knows him. Some people
must like to buy letiers like this. I may be able to get a lot of money for
the letter 'if I happen to sell it to the right buyer®.”

However there were many dirty marks all over the letter. “It doesn’t
look nice,” he thought, “no one wants to buy a letter if it’s dirty. 1’1l
have to clean it first.”

So he took a piece of cloth and some water, and began to clean the

3.



letter. He worked hard and took a lot of care. At last, the letter looked
new and he was very satisfied with* what he had done about it.

“Now it looks very nice,” he said to himself, “I’ 1l be able to sell it
for a lot of money. Then he took the letter to a shop in London where old
papers of this kind were bought and sold.

“1 want to sell this letter,” Clean said to the man in the shop. “It
was written by a well-known author. You know about these things. How
much will you give me for it?” .

The man looked at the letter for a long time. Finally he said to
Clean, “I’ll give you two pounds for it.”

“Only two pounds!”said Clean, “but people pay a1 least ten pounds
for a letter like this. And just look! I’ ve even cleaned it to make it look
nice.”

“Yes, sir, I can see that,” said the man, “Thai’s the trouble.
People who buy old papers like them to be dirty.”

Notes.

1. Clean [Klim] n. FEAk(A%)

2. author ['a9] n.fER,{EH

3. -+if I happen to sell it to the right buyer. - MERBIWMECEBEEN
x*

4. De satisfied with - BABIHH

4.Friends May Do More Harm'
than Enemies

In one of Aesop’ s® fables’, there was an old man who owned a
. 4 .




monkey. The man was very fond of the nionkey, who was very clever.

The old man Jiked to sit in his garden and sleep in the afternoon.
When birds came into the garden and made noises, the monkey chased*
them away. He also chased away the flies which landed on the man’s
face while he was sleeping.

One hot summer aftemcon, the old man was asleep in bis chair. A
fly came and sat on the end of his nose. The monkey was sitting at the old
man’s side. He saw the fly and chased it away from his owner’ s nose.
Soon the fly returned’, and the monkey chased it away again. The fly
came back and the monkey chased it and this happened five or six times.

Now the monkey was angry. He stood up and said, “you won’t do
that again!”He jumped up, ran_into the garden, and picked up a large
stone. He ran back to his owner and saw the fly once again landing® on
his nose, This time, the monkey didn’t chase the fly away as he did the
first several times, he hit it with the stone. He killed the fly this time.
but also broke the man’s nose with the stone! Aesop wanted to tell a
simple truth: many of us act sometimes like the monkey. Sometimes we
do things guickly without thinking. We act this way because we ' re angry,
and instead of doing good, we hurt people. This story infers’ that some-

timmes friends may do more harm than enemiss.
Notes :

1. har (ham] n. $% ‘o
2. desop {'isop! n. PR BHEF LB GNEK,
3. bl [eibl] o, g7
4. chase [feis] vi. vt 2T
chase away #tE FLM
5. retum [ri'ton] vi. iR



6. land [lend] vi. H¥

7. ifer [in'fr] wt. B, EH - HER
inferred [in'fod]  infer B3 £ 7
inferred [ in'faxd]  infer B3 2 47i8)

5.The Foolish Squirrel’

Once there was a little squirrel who would not listen to the things his
father and mother told him.

One day the little squirrel ran away from his parents. He said he was
very clever and had leamed everything.

When winter came, he felt very cold and véxy hungry .

At last he went back to his parents. They were eating nuts® and
acorns® from a hole in the ground.

“I am very hungry,” he said. “Please let me come back.”

His parents forgave* him and let him eat with them.

“How did you find all these nuts and acorns to eat?  he asked.

His father said, “We stored them away for the winter, All wise
squirrels do it. That is what we were trying to teach you when you ran
away.>”

Then the little squirrel knew how silly® he had been. So he made up
his mind’ that he would listen very carefully to everything his father and
mother told him.

Notes :

1. Squirrel [ 'skwiral] n. # 5
2. nut [mat] n. BREGRTF BT BEHKE)
. 6 .



3. acom ['eikom] n. BF
4. forgive [f'giv] wt. JRIE, A
forgave [ fo'geiv] forgive A97 £
forgiven { fo'givn]  forgive B3 3 431
5. That is what we were irying to teach you when you ran away. FRATJIEZH K
BB, B AR T
6. silly ['sili] a. BEWN,BH
7. make up one’s mind H.0>

6.How Absentminded® of Me:

The day before yesterday my wife sent me to a market to buy some-
thing. I walked to the market, and I bought a pound of sugar. Then I
returned home . Handing? the paper bag containing the sugar to my wife,
I said, “Here is the sugar you want.”

.. My wife looked in the bag, then looked at me. “I told you, ” she
said slowly, “to get e a bottle of milk.”

Frightened over® my absentmindedness*, 1 had to pay a call on my
family doctor. He was very kind.

“Your problem is a simple one,” said the doctor,“ and you should
not concern about’ it very much.”he addedl i you know you' re ‘absent-
mended, you are o_lgy. It's nothing to worry about. But if you are so far
gone® you don’t know you’ re absentminded you may be in trouble’.”

- “Many famous' people have been absentminded,” the doctor told
me. “Thomas Edison was standing in line® one day to pay his taxes.
When he arrived at the window, he found, that he had forgotten his own
name. He tumed to the next man in line and asked, “Can you tell me
what is my name?” The man told him.”
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Now 1 felt much better and get up to leave. “ Thank you very much,
doctor. "1 said, “How much should I pay you?”

“Ten dollars for the check-up, "replied the doctor.

“But, doctor, I didn’t have a check-up. "I said.

The doctor looked puzzded®“Oh, yes,” he said, “It was the _patient
before you. How absentminded of me {”

Notes:
1. absentminded [ 'ehsont'maindid] a. OFZER MY, DR HEIEAY
2. hand [hend] w.35%4 84
3. (be) frightened over = (be) frightened of X{------ F&3B| B4R
4, gbeentmindedness [ 'sbsant'maindidnis] > R7EEE A9 , L FDER
S. concemn sbout >
6. be so far gone ABBIMMEBE HEB TIMHBEE
7. in rouble AT ARFEH
8. in line ¥5HE,HER—17,HEB
9. pumde ['pad] wt.EHEB, AR (BHKUBHBESENEREM, e

seemed to be puzsled X B3~ 4) T BREIE.)

7.Maybe You Had the Same Doctor

A man was sitting by the road eating a sandwich’, at this moment a
policeman appeared. The man immediately got up and ran down the road.
The policeman saw the man and ran after him. The man ran very fast, but
the policeman ran faster, in a moment the policeman caught him.

“Where are you going?” asked the policeman, “you must be a

'8 .



