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FOREWORD

In November 2002, the 16th CCP National Conference was held successively, which is historically im-
portant for the development course of China’s modernization. Being guided by the important thought
of ‘Three-represents’, this conference put forward the greatest goal of building a well-off society in an
all-round way and a strategic framework for the first 20 years of this new century, and also made new
definition and arrangement of educational guidelines, strategy and policy for this new period. In
March of 2003 when the First Plenary Session of the 10th National People’s Congress was held a new
central government was formed.

Entering the new historic age, China’s educational course is facing new challenges and opportunities.
Development in education, as a base of human all-sided development, is as important as the develop-
ment in economy and society, which has become the focus followed with interest by the common peo-
ple and the whole society. In the past spring some parts of China suffered from the unexpected SARS,
while under the right leadership of the Party Central Committee represented by President Hu Jintao
and the joint efforts made by the whole people, the difficulty was tided over finally. The practice
shows that we must insist on an harmonious development between economy, society and education,
and also between urban and rural areas and between regions as well on and insist on an harmonious
and sustainable development betwecn human and nature on the course of building our well — off society
in an all-round way.

Since 2000, the National Center for Education Development Research (NCEDR) has begun editing a
scries of reports on the researches in China’s educational situation and policy analysis annually — Green
Paper on Education in China in order to reflect in good time the implementation of the strategy of vi-

talizing the nation by science and education, the macro plan of education and the important policy as
well. It analyses the present situation and trends of educational development and reform in China, ex-
plores the hot issues on educational policies and also offers reference concerning the international
trends of educational policies.




The 2003 Green Paper on Education in China is the fourth volume of this series of reports, which is
composed of eleven sections in three parts. The first part, Review of the Current Situation of Educa-
tion in China looks back to the great historic achievements made in education development since the
Fourth Plenary Session of the 13th CCP National Conference. This part also introduces and comments

on the main educational development and reform and policy development in 2002. In the second part,
New Views of China’s Educational Policy indicates four themes of the book as Building a Well-being
Society in an All-round Way, Rural Education, Legislation of Non-governmental Education, Vocational
Education-Senior Secondary Education, trying to explore deeply the focal point, topics of general inter-
est and central issue in current educational development. The third part, Policy Trends of Worldwide
Education, gives some introduction about the present trends and reform of education in some countries
and key comments on the framework of educational strategy are made particularly. This book is edited
with a rigorous and scientific approach and provide with up-to-date and rich information. We try to
show the achievements in educational policy research more precisely and at a possibly higher level.
This book is well worth reading.

We hope cordially that this book will be of useful reference to the educational researchers, administra-
tors, principals/presidents, teachers and the students of colleges and universities and as well as to
those who are concerned about China’s education. Also we wish the concerned sectors of the Commu-
nist Party and the government, macro managerial sectors and social organizations and the public to
make greater supporting efforts with further attention to education. At the same time, we welcome
any comments and suggestions on this book and do our best to make Green Paper on Education in China

meet the needs of the most people and be a popular work of fine quality in the field of educational pol-
icy research.

Editor
August, 2003
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