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Two Davy Crockett Stories

Davy Crockett is a popular American folk hero.
He was a real person, but feday we remember him for the fun-
ny stories about him instead of for the exciting things he didd.
He liked to tell stories about himself. For a long time
he was a congressman. In Congress, too, he liked to tell
funny stories about himself before he began to-talk about
serious things. These stories are like many others he
told.

%* * *

Two or three times a year® 1 see the badman® of the Ohio
River, the boatman Mike Fink. We are friendly enemies.
Once Mike sent me a letter. In the letter he invited me
to a shooting matchd. He can shoot well, but I can shoot
better. However, I lost this match.

When I had time, I visited Mike Fink at his home.
I got my gun ready for shooting.’

“You shoot first,” said Mike.
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“All right,” 1 said, and I shot at a cat a hundred and
fifty yards away®. The shot took the hair from its head,
but the cat didn’t move. It didn’t know its hair was
gone'.

“Not bad,” said Mike.

Then the cat began to wash its head. When it
found its hair was gone, it turned its back and ran. That
was a lucky cat, because now Mike Fink was looking for
something to shoot at®.

When his gun was ready to shoot, he shot at a
chicken. That chicken was at the end of the earth®. When
Mike’s gun was empty, the chicken had only one feather
on its back.

“That’s good shooting,” I said politely, and then
I shot off1° the ,last feather. That made me very happy,
but Mike didn’t say, “Very good !” this time. Instead
he looked for another place to shoot. The chicken was
hiding now, but Mike saw his wife instead. She went
to the river three times a day to get water. Mike saw her
walking up from the river with a pitcher of water in her hands.*
In her hair was a small comb, and he shot away half of it.

“Be still,” Mike called to her, “Davy Crockett
wants to shoot next.” Mrs. Fink stood very still.
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“Try to shoot away the other half of the comb,”
said Mike.

“No, no, Mike,” I said. “I’m #o0 polite #'? shoot
at a woman. You win the match, Mike.”

A% * *

One time I was out’® with my gun. I was at a place
called Great Gap when I saw a raccoon™ up in a tree.
When I pointed my gun at'® him, he put up*® one paw and
asked, “Is your name Crockett ?” -

“That’s right,” I said. “My name is Davy Crockett.”

“Then you don’t have toV shoot,” said the raccoon,
“because I'm coming down. I know I can’t hide from
you, even if I run to the ends of the earth®,” He walked
down the tree to me and stood still.

I didn’t move, and he said finally, “Here I am.
Why don’t you shoot me ?”

I couldn’t shoot that raccoon. I patted him on'® the
head and said, “I’ll shoot myself before I shoot a hair
off®® your head. 1 never heard a better compliment.”

“I’'m glad you think that,” said the raccoon. “Now
Pll go away. 1 believe you, but I don’t want to be here
when you change your mind.” ‘
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Crazy

Once there was a little boy who forgot everything.

One rainy morning his father wanted to go to the
city, but he didn’t have* a wagon. He called his son and
said, “Go to your uncle, boy, and get his wagon for me.”
On a piece of paper, he wrote, “PLEASE SEND ME
YOUR WAGON,” because he knew his son forgot things.

“Give that piece of paper to your uncle. Don’t
forget. Don’t forget.”

“Don’t forget, boy. Don’t forget,” the boy repeated.

The uncle lived far away* and on the way* the boy
lost his piece of paper. He couldn’t find it in the mud.
He stood near a tree beside the road. He thought, ‘“What
does my father want? What did he say? I'm far fromt
my uncle’s Mouse, and it’s raining. I think I’ll go home.”
So he walked along the road toward his house.

“My father said, ‘Don’t forget, boy. Don’t forget.” ”

He was repeating this sentence when he met a man on the
road.® 'The man was running because he did not have his
umbrella. _

“Don’t forget, boy. Don’t forget,” said the little boy.

1. %zhi bave {E"F BN, HERAWERF: —& “have (has, had) +
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The man thought the boy was mocking him. He
grabbed him by the ear and said, “Say you’re sorry you
did it, or® I’ll whip you.”

“I’'m sorry.”

“You learn politeness, or I'll wash your mouth with
soap,” said the man, and he lef go of7 the boy and went
along the road. ,

“Wash with soap,” repeated the boy. :

Just then the boy saw an old woman slip in the mud dand
Jall down® Her hands and clothes got muddy’.

When he came near the old woman, the boy was
still talking to himself. “Wash with soap,” he said.

The old woman got out ¢f*® the slippery mud. She
thought the boy was mocking her. She shook her Singer
at™ him, - -

“I want to push you in'?, but I’m too old,” she said.

The boy went on. “I want to push yox in, but I'm
too old,” he repeated. ‘

He came to a fisherman by the river. *I want to
push you in, but 'm too old,” he said. .

The fisherman grabbed him and looked at him Srom
head to foot's.

“What’s your name, little boy ?”

“Don’t forget, boy. Don’t forget,” said the boy.

6. B BORA. 7. BOT; B X—EiEdeg of BHEE, 8. %
4 slip in the mud and fall down RYALREREE 5 an old
woman —EH K EHEE, 7 see, hear, notice SIIHEHEESES ZENR
ER, BEH to, 9. FUT. XEM got RERDA (= became), f&
BB, BRE. 10. g5, 11. [ RHFHRGERRY).
12, §EoReEs (BHE) . XHg in 235, FrALEXR (B a8 &
10). 13, WKEBIGL), X—4GE WA head F1 foot HARWER -
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“What shall I do with'* you ?”’

“Wash with soap,” said the boy.

“I want to push you in the river.”

“I want to push yox in, but I’m too old,” the boy
said.

“You’re crazy.” said the fisherman and gave him
a pusk’s. *““Go home to your pa.”’

The boy ran along. “You’re crazy,” he repeated to
himself. When he came to his home, his father was wait-
tng for'® him,

“Didn’t you get the wagon ?”” asked the man.

“Don’t forget, boy. Don’t forget.”

“Well, where is it?” asked the man. “What shall
I do without a wagon ?”

“Wash with soap.”

“I’ll have to get it myself,” said the man. He pushed
his son into the house. “Go in and put on'” dry pants
and a dry shirt,” he said.

“I want to push yox in, but I’m too old,” said the boy.

“Boy, do you want a whipping ?”

“You're crazy.” said the boy.

Do you think he got a whipping ?

14, i LE. 15. ETHEA—T. give AEBLEF—-EHRT4L,
FoR—KEE)fE, . give the rope a pull (31— 14 F). 16, i€
xS, 17, & 85 &L,
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Death and the Old Man

There was once a mean old man. He was mean
when he was young, and he was still mean when he was
old. No one came to visit him, and he lived alone on
his farm. Sometimes when he wanted to be mean, he
threw sticks at! his chickens, but he was too old to hit them.

One day the old man was sitting on his porch when
he saw someone walking up the road to his house. The
stranger walked to the porch and stood on the steps.

“Good evening,” said the old man. “I don’t know
you. Are you new in this place?” :

“Good evening, old man,” said the stranger. *“No,
Pm not new here. I visit often. My name is Death.”

The old man sat up? in his chair. “Well, Death. I
didn’t expect you. What business do you have here ?”’

“It’s strange that people don’t expect me,” said
Death. “You are my business, old man. I've come for®
-you. Put on your hat and come* with me.”

The old man didn’t want to go with Death. “Thank
you very much for the invitation, Death,” he said. “It
was good of you t° come to see me. But I prefer fo® live.

1. to throw ... at f to throw ... to #BER "W Hhoneee ~, BarEwg
R EENLHE. 2. (RSETLE; (BFaE)LHE. 3.k
#ORRA) EKRM). 4. XH# come {E"£(F—PABRIH )
&, Jn. We're going to a show. Would you like to come with us? (&
MELBERT, HEMRRMN—EEG? ) 5. It is (was) good (nice, kind)
of you to ... XRHIEHRRBBN—MEEFR, & good, nice, kind %%
BEAanEEARA. 6. (LLBOER, TEGER)TELRER, LIH
ZRRH A,
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I want more time. I have a big field of corn to take care of?
Come again in two or three years®.”

Death didn’t have time to talk about it. He had
lots of people to visit. “Well,” he said, “‘go iake care of
your corn®. DI’ll come back next Saturday, Will you be
ready to go with me then?”

The old man didn’t answer, Death went away and
the old man began smoking his pipe. ‘

Three or four days went 5. On Saturday morn-. .
ing the old man was in his cornfield. He was pulling
weeds when he heard a noise in the corn. He looked up.
There was Death, :

“Come on, old man,” Death said. “I’m busy this
morning. I can’t wait a long time for you.” ,

“Good morning, Death,” the old man said. “It’s a
fine day. Come and help me pull weeds.” :

When he heard these words, Death frowned angrily.
“Now listen to me, old man,” he said. “I have a lot of
work to do. I can’t keep coming! here for you.” - T

“Death,” said the old man, ‘‘give me some more!® .
time. I have to take care of this cornfield. And I plan -
to hit one of those chickens of mine with a stick before
I die. Come back another time!s.”

“All right, I’ll come again,” Death said.

7. A to take care of Z{&M5 field (of corn) fygiE(THH B~ Davy
Crockett 7 8), 8. in two or three years B “§, =4ELUE"HUEE.
FRBETHAUEH(TH2)", SMARESEM in fAR after. 9. &0
W go FEMAER “to” FEE. M: Go fetch some water, (EAEK
¥.) 10. (HE)IET. 11. BRE: B%K. keep (i keep on)
EEAESH, BR BETEBOE) - "BEE. g keep on WIE S E
i, 12, XHEpy more {E" 544" R, 13. B,
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“You do that*” said the old man.

Death went away and the man started pulling weeds.
He lived as always?®. He didn’t think about getting ready
for Death. Winter came and went,

One spring day the old man was in his cornficld again.
Death came to visit him there. “Come on, old man,”
he said. ‘““You have to go with me this time.”

“Good morning, Death,” the old man said. “Sit
down and rest. Do you want something to eat?”

“I’m busy,” said Death. “Get your hat.”

“I don’t like seeing you here so often,” said the old
man, “Next time send me a letter. Perhaps I’ll come
then.”

Death was tired of*® the old man. “All right,” he
said, and he went away.

The old man got older and older. He became deaf
and blind. One morning he got a letter from Death, but
he couldn’t read it. When the old man wrote no an-
swer, Death came once more!? to visit him. He was very
angry.

“You tricked me too many times, old man. I don’t
want you now.”

The old man became older than the oldest trees, but
he didn’t die. Death left him alone'®. People say that
he never died. He just disappeared.

14, LRCEFATIRI 2 F Moo 15. F#: SERTHE. (= as usual)
16. R BEIR S KA. 17. B—K (= once again).  18. %
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The Son Who Went to College

A farmer and his wife had a son who liked to study.
They loved him very much, so they saved money for him
and sent him to a college in the city. In seven years,
he finished his studies and came home. His old mother
and father were proud of* the boy who could read books.

One morning the mother went outdoors to milk the
cows. There was a new young cow that was very wild.
When the old woman tried to milk her, she kicked.

When the cow kept on kicking, the woman called to
her husband, “Come out and help me with® the cow.”
The old man went out and tried to hold the cow, but
the cow kept on jumping and kicked him.

Then he said, “We don’t have to worry about® her.
We have a son who went to college. He has studied many
things and has learned a lot. He knows how to take care
of* a wild cow. Tl call him.”

The old man called his son and told him about the
cow. The boy came out of the house and looked at her
for a time. Then he said, “Don’t worry about this cow.
Before she can kick, she has to bend her back. We have
to make her back straight.”

The father said, “I don’t understand, Son, but, of

i Bl i3, 2. Feo o HEATFHE. 3. Koo
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