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Introduction

Hello. everyone! Welcome to our program! Let me
introduce myself. I'm Zhang Chengmo, a teacher of English
Department II, Shanghai International Studies University.

In the past few weeks, our department received a lot of
letters from middle school teachers of English all over China
asking for advice about how to use English dictionaries.
They say that they use dictionaries every day, but they use
them for looking up the meanings of English words, and
sometimes the meanings they have looked up in the dictiona-
ries do not fit into the context. So they wonder if they are us-
ing the dictionaries correctly. .

Some teachers are users of ALD, or Oxford Advanced.-
Learner’s Dictionary of Current English. They want to know
how to malke use of the “verb patterns” mentioned in the dic-
tionary.Some teachers are using 4 New English—Chinese Dic-
tionary. They find it very difficult to look up the meanings of
English set phrases. They want to be advised in this respect.

Some teachers are using Webster’s New World Dictiona-
ry of the American Language, and they have noticed that
there are other dictionaries also with the name of Webster at-
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tached to them. They want to know more about these
Webster dictionaries and also American dictionaries in gen-
eral.

Some teachers are doing translation work, and they
find it difficult to translate the four—character Chinese
phrases like 1 # B #7 into appropriate English. They want
to know something about Chinese~English dictionaries.

Some teachers have access to Encyclopedia Britannica.
They wonder why there are so many volumes, and they
want to know how to make use of the 30 huge volumes.

And there are teachers who want to know the history of
dictionaries. - ‘ :

After reading the letters, I have been thinking of mak-
ing a series of TV talks on how to use English dictionaries to
answer the above—mentioned questions and other questions
put forward by middle school teachers of English. But what
are the points to be covered in each topic? Well, I have dis-
cussed these questions with my colleagues, and now we
have formed a plan. I have invited my colleagues here, and
I’d kike to introduce them to you.

This is Shi Huili, Bao Jianxin, Lu Feixia, Walter
Wallace, a visiting professor from Johnson State College,
U.S.A., Chai Mingjiong, Betty Barr, a British Council
lecturer. They are all teachers of English Department II,
Shanghai International Studies Umvers:ty

Now we are going to tell you what we have prepared.
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We thought we would begin our series by informing
our viewers of when and why dictionaries were in-
vented. As an American historian, I am very much in-
terested in the development of dictionaries in both
America and in Britain.

As a language teacher, I feel dictionaries play a very
important part in learning and using languages and I'll
talk about the history of dictionaries in China.

Well, Ihope to introduce our viewers to Noah Webst-
er who developed the first American language English
dictionary as well as introduce folks to the Oxford fam-
ily of British language dictionaries.

And we will also talk about the use of some special dic-
tionaries such as the Oxford Duden English—Chinese
Pictorial Dictionary and the Longman Lexicon of Con-
temporary English and some slang dictionaries.

And perhaps we can also find some time to talk about
the thesaurus, synonym and antonym dictionaries as
well as some special history dictionaries in American
and European histories. '
Professor Zhang just now mentioned that you have dif-
ficulties in using verbs and we know some dictionaries
can tell you how verbs are used because those digtiona-
ries have verb patterns. We have one dictionary here
which we are going to talk about. That’s Oxford Ad-
vanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English. This
dictionary shows you not only the verb patterns but al-
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so other things.
Yes, in our progrém we will talk about ELT dictiona-
ries, English language teaching dictionaries, which
are especially good for middle school English teachers.
So in our programs, besides the verb patterns, we will
talk, for exaniple, about spelling, syllables, syllable
boundaries and also pronunciation. They are very im-
portant for learners of English.
We are not only going to talk about this dictionary but
also another dictionary which is called Longman Dic-
tionary of Contemporary English. That dlctlonary is also
an ELT dictionary. Right?
Yes, I think perhaps many of you have either one or
the other of the two dictionaries. We are also going to
introduce a new ELT dictionary to you. It’s called the
Collins COBUILD ELT Dictionary. So we will say
somethmg about it in our program.
Yes, we’re going to talk about three dlctlonarles,
Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current Eng-
lish, Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English,
and Collins COBUILD ELT Dictionary. And if you
want to know a certain word and the words related to
the meaning of that word, we would like to introduce
to you the Longman Lexicon.
Then at the end of our program we will give you some
_exercises, - just for some practice in using ELT dictiona-
ries. v
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So get your dictionaries ready if you have any of these
dictionaries. We will talk about these dictionaries and -
tell you how they can be used.
We look forward to seeing you.
Mr Bao and I are going to discuss how to use 4 New
English—Chinese Dictionary. It is a very commonly used
dictionary among the middle school teachers of English
in China. It is a very good dictionary, neither big nor
small. It contains 50,000 practical words, and many,
many useful phrases. Just now Professor Zhang men-
tioned that many teachers find it difficult to find the
meanings of English phrases. So I think we shall con-
centrate on how to find the meanings of the English
phrases. _ -
Let’s also talk about the use of encyclopedias. Encyclo-
pedias are in huge volumes. They are very useful
tools, and they will furnish us, especially high school
teachers, with very valuable information about human
knowledge. Let’s take Encyclopedia Britannica: for an
example. This encyclopedia consists of 30 volumes. It is
in three parts. The first one is Propedia in 1 volume.
The next group is called Micropedia in 10 volumes. The
last group is Macropedia in 19 volumes. So if one
knows how to use them, one can profit a lot. Now here
is another dictionary called A Classified Chinese—Eng-
lish Vocabulary. There are 20,000 entries. We are going
to talk abaut the use of this tiny book. And this is 4
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Chinese—English Dictionary. There are 6,000 Chinese
single characters, and more than 50,000 compound
words, set phrases, and examples. And in this book
there are many very well-translated four—character
Chinese idioms.

Now I’'m going to tell you the title of each programﬁ

1.

History of Dictionaries

Speakers: |

Walter Wallace, a visiting professor from Johnson State
College, U.S.A.

Lu Feixia, teacher of English Department II, Shanghai
International Studies University

. English Language Teaching Dictionaries

Speakers:

Betty Barr, a British Council lecturer

Chai Mingjiong, teacher of English Department 1I,
Shanghai International Studies University

. English—Chinese Dictionaries

Speakers:
Shi Huili and Bao Jzanxm, teachers of English Depart-
ment I, Shanghal_ International Studies University

. American and British Dictionaries, and Special use Dic-

tionaries

Speakers: '
Walter Wallace, a visiﬁng professor from Johnson State
College, USA.
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Lu Feixia, teacher of English Department 0, Shanghai
International Studies University

. Encyclopedias and Chinese—English Dictionaries
Speakers:

Bao Jianxin and Shi Huili, teachers of English Depart-
‘ment II, Shanghai International Studies University
. Exercises and Answers

That’s all. I hope these programs will be teresting and
helpful to you. Now a short interval of one minute. After
the interval we are going to start our first program. Please
stay with us. .




Program One

HISTORY OF DICTIONARIES

.-L: Hello. Welcome back to our program on English lan-
guage dictionaries and encyclopedias. Our first
program will introduce you to the history of these
word finders. ,

W: Maybe before we begin the discussion of the history of
these dictionaries, we should define the word “dic-
tionary” . The Oxf ord Dllustrated Dictionary defines
the word dictionary as follows: “Dictionary, a book
dealing usually in an alphabetic order with the individ-
‘ual words of a language or some specified subject set-
ting  forth  their  spelling, pronunciation,
signification, history, etymology, equivalence in
another language, etc.”

L. Interesting. A book of words to help us with the under-
standing of meanings of words and how to use the lan-
guage effectively. ‘

W:  Exactly. Dictionaries help us to use the language more
effectively. Perhaps we should know something of their
history, too.
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