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Preface A%

Preface

Since 1980° s, the problems of resource deficiency and environ-
ment deterioration have been arousing the attention of all the countries
in the world. A number of countries, regions, international organiza-
tions and research institutions have input a great deal of manpower,
material resources and financial resources carrying through research on
these problems and seeking approaches to solving them. After re-
searching, most of them conformably consider that economic measures
must be taken to discard the conception that resources have no values.
Great power must be organized to evaluate natural resources; resources
depleted must be taken into line with the national economic accounting
system, and resources must be protected and exploited rationally. At
present, America, Canada, France, Germany, Norway, Netherlands,
Britain, Japan, Indonesia, the Philippines, Costarica etc., more than
20 countries and regions have separately conducted researches on value
accounting of natural resources and have made some progress on it
(kong Fanwen, 1993). The statistics division of economy, social in-
formation and policy analysis of United Nations in 1994 compiled a
manual of{System of Environment and Economy Integrated Account-
ing), trying to link a routine economic accounts with environmental and
natural accounts in national accounting system, in order to systemati-
cally depict mutuality of environment and economy in economy de-
velopment and help the policy — making about society, economy and

environment.

China started its research on value accounting of natural resources
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from 1987(Li Jinchang, 1988) . Aided financially by World Natural

Resources Institute, Ford Fund in America and other international or-

ganizations, Forestry Ministry, State Science Committee, State Statistic
Bureau and Chinese Academy of Forestry etc. have got going along
these research work, bring into being a definite influence on the studies
at home and abroad. At present, State Statistic Bureau is making trial
research on value accounting of natural resources and bringing of it in
line with the national economic accounting system( State Statistic Bu-
reau, 1997), expecting to take value accounting of environment into
SNA for the future. And this forms the background for the current re-
search together with the present author’ s whole contents of doctoral
and a fraction of the post—doc. dissertation in Korea University,
Seoul, Korea. This book is also a result of my researches since 1994

focusing on value accounting of forest resources !

As we know, value accounting of forest resources is based on ac-
counting of accountant and accounting of operation. Besides accounting
of physical flow, the accounting of forest resources is more important.
It needs some economic and natural accounts support, but we lack of
research from all - sides on it, especially for value accounting of forest
resources, which comes down to evaluation of forest resources. Al-
though value estimation of forest resources started in 18 century or
earlier(Yu zhengzhong, 1995), research on the evaluation of trees,
forest land is always in the ascendant. But it is just for one compart-
ment, one inventory of stands, or a certain forest and forest land. For
the whole country, which include many provinces, many regions, many
compartments, many stand conditions and many forest forms, there is a
lack of evaluation approach. Therefore, in this book, the author begins

with research on basic value estimation for forest and basic theory of
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national economic accounting, to how to take the value accounting of

forest to SNA etc., giving a systematic research.

This book includes three parts and 13 chapters. Part I is on the
theory and techniques of value accounting of forest resources and its
value into SNA; Part II detailed researches on value accounting of
forest resources and its value into SNA; Part ITI, based on the previous
researches carries through empirical researches on value accounting of
forest resources domestically and overseas. These researches are based

on SEEA of United Nations, taking into consideration the situation of
China.

Many innovations do exist in this book and some of them have
caused prevalent attention at home and abroad. Science and Technol-
ogy Daily, China Green Times and Beijing Daily, all together 6 kinds
of newspapers and periodicals reported some researches. Some scholars
of Korea, Germany and Taiwan have discussed with this author about
some of the contents. Several colleges of Nanjing in China have re-
quested for sending some materials relevant with the research on value

accounting of forest resources in this book.

In addition, some other researchers have directly or indirectly
cited some the researches. Because the source is not known clearly,
mistaken citings and misunderstandings have been caused. For this

purpose, the author is keen on publishing this book!
In this book, due to the long research time span, the complexity of

the contents, mistakes are unavoidable. Here I have to beg the un-

derstanding of the prospective readership!
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Great success is an accumulation of smaller successes. It is just a
beginning for the research on value accounting of forest resources in
China. This book is believed to be helpful for people working in re-
searching and teaching units, in particular for researchers who are en-
gaging on economic accounting of nation and forest resources, as well

as for supervisors and leaders of forest resources.

Once again, 1 want to thank for professor Zhai Zhongi and pro-
fessor Hou Yuanzhao , both of them have provided inspiring and in-
dispensable support for this project; 1 also am indebted to professor
Kong Fanwen, who works in Economic Research Center of Forestry
Ministry for his support and stimulation. In addition, the staff performs
outstandingly in this project: Cao Keyu, at State Statistic Bureau;
Professor Liu Junchang and Professor Wen Yali at College of Beijing
Forestry University, provided financial support. My thanks also go to
assistant researcher Yu Ling, at Chinese Forestry Academe adapt some
materials of the manuscript. Last but not least, Senior editor Shen
Jian’ s careful editing has also had a substantial effect on the final

product.

I hope and expect that, this book will promote the progress of re-
search on value accounting of forest resources and bringing of it in line
with the national economic accou'mingv system in China.

’ Dr. Zhang Ying
Associate professor

College of Economics and Management

Beijing Forestry University

March 2001
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