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Scenery of Nanshan

Mountain, Zibo




Geographical Features

Zibo is situated in the border area between the
mountains of Central Shandong and the North China
plains. Its location slopes from south to north,
creating a U~ shaped basin.

Administratively the city is composed of 5 urban
districts of Zhangdian, Zichuan, Boshan, Zhoucun,
Linzi and Huantai County.It covers an area of 3, 424
skm and has a population of 2. 75 million. Lushan
Mountain, on the southern border of the city and
1108.3 metres high, is the highest mountain in the vicini—
ty. It also constitutes the source of Xiaofu and Zihe
rivers, which are 117 kilometres and 140 kilometres
Long respectively.

Zibo lies in the temperate zone with a continental
climate. It has four distinct seasons with dry winds in
winter and a rainy and moist weather in summer. Its
yearly average temperature is 12-13 °C and the annual
precipitation is 580-690 mm. Having a frost-free
period of 190 days, it has the favourable conditions for
growing various crops.

History in Brief

Zibo is a land where people began to labour, live
and mutiply thousands of years ago. Archaeologists
have discovered stone blocks put together by primitive
men to worship the deceased and idol in the northern
section of the Mountain of Goddess. Several remains
of Dawenkou Culture and Longshan Culture have
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been excavated in west to Songjia Village, Tianwang
and Tonglin areas of Linzi district.

Serving as the capital city of the Qi State, Linzi
was the largest city in China about 2, 800 years ago.
There are still 150 ancient tombsin the area, housing a
large quantity of historical relics. These tombs are
regarded as a grand underground mus:um by the
archaeologists.

The name of “Zibo” was created in 1927 and was
formally used as an administrative name in 1938. It
was in 1955 that a municipal government was
established. Zibo area produced quite a number of
political thinkers, military strategists and literary giants
in its long history. They include Jia Sixie, Fang
Xuanling, Duan Zhixuan, Wang Yuyang, Zhao Zhixin
and Pu Songling.

Natural Resources

Zibo is a land of treasure with rich natural re-
sources. Its mineral reserves mainly consist of bauxite
(in the middle of Zibo Basin and accounting for 90 per
cent of Shandong’s total), refractory clay (in Boshan,
Zichan and Wangcun area ), iron (in Heiwang and
Zhaokou area ), limestone (in a spread area and of
rich variety ) kaolin and porcelain clay (in Boshan,
Zichuan and Zhoucun area )and some precious metals
such as aluminium, cobalt and copper.In additin, it is
also rich in resources of red clay, gangue, petroleum,
natural gas and coal.

10



Industry

The rich natural resources provide Zibo’s industry
with favourable conditions, Now the city has become
an important production base of petrochemical, energy
and building material industries in the province. A
complete industrial and mining system criss-crosses
the area, manufecturing over a thousand varicties of
products.

Zibo is also one of the five Chinese ceramics pro—
duction centres, It mainly makes daily- use chinaware,
artistic ceramics, ceramics for electrical, chemical,
building material industries, refractory and other
special ceramics. The Luyu Porcelain won the national
invention reward in 1982 and the engraved artistic
porcelain was awarded a gold medal at the 34th,
Munich International Handicrafts Fair-in 1983 .Boshan
Ceramics Factory, with its annual production of over
100 million pieces, is the largest enterprise of its kind in
China . Boshan Artistic Ceramics Factory produces an
enormous variety of fine porcelain, including glazed
porcelain, engraved porcelain and ceramics tiles. These
products are exported to over 50 foreign countries and
regions. The inner-painted glassware, with elegant
designs and supreme craftsmanship, are regarded as an
“art of magic”by some foreigners .

Silk Trade: Zhoucun District of Zibo has long
been enjoying the reputation as the home of silks. It
has a comprehensive production network, covering the




production of silks, manufacture of the equipment and
the training of personnel. It makes about a hundred
kinds of products, which sell well in the home market
and in Britain, F.R.Germany, Italy, the United States
and Australia.

Petrochemical Industry: It is Zibo’ s backbone in-
dustry. Qilu Petrochemical Industrial Campany is one
of China’ s largest enterprises of its kind. Zibo
produces about 50 varieties of petrochemical products.
They include gasoline, kerosene, diesel oil, benzene,
pitch and acrylonitrile. The 300, 000-ton ecthylene
plant, with its major equipment imported, will have an
annual output value of 2.5 billion yuan after it goes
into full production It will greatly stimulate the develop—
ment of local industry and bring further vitality to
Shandong’s economy.

Metallurgical Industry : Zibo is the province’ s
major metallurgical industrial centre, covering the pro-
duction of refractory materials, mining, finished iron
and steel products and other nonferous products.
Shandong Aluminium Factory is a large complex,
boasting modern technology and manufacturing 46 dif-
ferent kinds of products.

Besides, Zibo’ s machinery, coal, power, building
materials and electronics industries are also of consider—
able size, making such products as battery, motors,
electrical applainces, welding rods, bearings, pumps,
medical equipment, prssing machines and diesel engines
for ships.
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