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CHINESE KUNQU OPERA AND
THEIR APPLICATION

Abstract

The Kunqu opera of China, formed in the
end of the Yuan Dynasty and at the beginning
of the Ming Dynasty, is one of China’s oldest
types of drama. It has a history of more than
600 years and has been showing its unique
characteristic of Chinese traditional opera on
the world stage.

In May 2001, The Kungu Opera of China
was proclaimed by UNESCO as one of the
first 19 masterpieces of Oral and Intangible
Heritage of Humanity so that Chinese Kunqu
has become the common heritage of mankind
and has been protected by all countries. Chi-
nese Kunqgu has outstanding traditions not on-
ly in literary plays, music composition, scenic
art, but performing art etc, It has particularly

accumulated abundant and valuable experi-
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ences in music composition.

The book “Words, tune, rules and forms
of Chinese Kungu Opera and their application”
summarized the author’s research in the com-
bination of its words and tune of the Chinese
Kunqu for many years. The author analyzed it
macroscopically and studied the basic frame-
work of Kunqu's aria— —"“waords, tune, rules
and forms”, and validated the rules of music
composition in the book by microscopic com-
parison of a great many instances.

The book “Words, tune, rules and forms
of Chinese Kunqu Opera and their application”
is not only a necessary reference book for the
professionals of traditional opera music, but
will illuminate the composers of modern songs
and help philharmonic amateur to understand
Chinese brilliant traditional culture,

Professor Zhougin, the famous theorist of
the Chinese Kunqu, administrative vice direc-
tor of Research Center of the Kunqu Opera of
China prefaced the book and Professor Sun
Congyin, the famous theorist of Chinese tradi-

tional opera, wrote this book.
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