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FOREWORD

Situated in the northeastern part of lle-
bei Province,the city of Tangshan lies up a-
gainst Yanshan Mountain to the north,over-
looks the Bohai Bay to the south,and neigh-
bours Qinhuangdao in the east, and Beijing
and Tianjin are to its west The city has f{ive
districts under its jurisdiction, 10 counties
énd two state farms, The urban area covers
1099 square km and has a population of 138.6
million,

With rich nalural resources,Tangshan is
a developed industrial city, Rolled steel,coal,
electricity and building materials industries
are its major economic mainstays,

A strong earthquake in the small hours
of July 28, 1976, destroyed the 100-yecar-old
¢ity, causing heavy casualties and great eco-
ngmic Josses , In the last decade, however,
under the concern of the central authorities
and with the assistance of other arcas in

China,Tangshan’s people have endeasvoured to
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build a new city on the ruins of the old,

In addition to well-placed high-rise apartinzint
buildings, a number of large, key projects,
such as the Douhe Power Plant , the Jidong
Cement Works and the Fangezhuang Coal
Cleaning Plant, have besn completed,

The new Tangshan has become a tolrist
centre with such attractions as the grand East
Tombs of the Qing Ceurt,the szcludsd Jingjue
ilenastery, the scenic Phoenix IHI! Park,the
residence of Li Dazhao(one of China’s earli-
est Marxists) , the ruins of the 71976 earth-
guake, and Combai-Carthquake Maonument
square, Tourists may choose from Tangshan’s
many entertainments . the Luanxion County
pingjit opara,the Tangshan silhouetie show ot
Leting degu (versified story telling to the ce-
companiment of a small musical band) —«al1
with distinctive local flavours, Tourists may
also buy souvenirs and native dellicacies in
Jianguo Street and many other places,Tang-
shan hotels, the Tangshan Guest House,
Tangshan Fandian and Tangshan Jiujia are
well cquipped and effer comfortable settings

and {irst-rate services,
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