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‘When Charles asked me to write something for this newly
revised text, | was busy working on the outline of a project
on cultural awareness and the American literature. | thought
that one could never get a good grasp of a culture unless he
actually lived in that society long enough and had involved
himself in all sorts of social activities which were customary
and typical of the culture. | was wondering how a person
who never set his foot on the land of the United States could
write a textbook to effectively prepare students for commu-
nication in the American language. Frankly | did not think
that the author would be able to manage all the cultural
elements presented in his book. After reading his text, how-
ever, |1 found that my presumption was wrong. Charles has
convinced me that he actually has a tremendous understanding
of the American culture and that his textbook is as good as
any other conversation textbook written by a native speaker.
I think the fact that New Daily American Language was re-
printed six times during the last six years testifies to its

quality.

When teaching conversation, one looks for ways to help
students learn how to express themselves and understand others
fully and clearly. This may Mot sound too difficult to manage.
After all, most students have already had several years of
English education before- entering any advanced educational

institute to learn English oral communication. There is a
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limit, however, to how dffective their oral communication can
be. Some students may speak -grammatically correct English,
but their speech may not make any sense to a native speaker;
others may speak ftlueptly and clearly, but somehow their
speech does not sound right to a native speaker. Besides
pronunciation, there are other factors that lead to this prob-
lem, and they mainly lie in the way an English conversation

textbook is written.

A good conversation book must include the following
features. Usability: its contents must be interesting and
stimulating to students. They must be designed in a way that
can really help students get the most out of their efforts,
whether the text is to be used in the classroom or at home
by students themselves. Practicality: it must allow the
students to make practical use of the material they learn
from each lesson, i. e., no matter where a student traveis—in
his own country, in the United States, or anywhere else in
the world, he must be able to put his knowledge of the
English language to use. Any outdated usage which wastes a
student's time should not be included. Idiomaticity: this
perhaps is the most difficult part in the learning of any lan-
guage. Being idiomatic means that one uses the natural speech
of a native speaker. English is so full of idioms that even a
very advanced non-native speaker finds it hard to manage all

rhe idiomatic expressions. Students, however, must not be
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discouraged from learning them. A good English conversation
textbook, therefore, should be so designed as to challenge the

students to work on these expressions.

New Daily American Language is a careful reworking of
the earlier edition; and it certainly has covered all of the
above mentioned features, | am glad that the author has
revised it to suit the need of our constantly changing society.
Adding the two sections, "Words and Meanings" and "Questions
for Oral Practice," is truly an excellent move in making the

text more complete,

I am happy to offer my .sincere congratulations to the
author for all the impressive work that he had done in making
New Daily American Language one of the very rare excellent
textbooks available for people who are enthusiastic in learning

American conversational language.

%

At the University of Nebraska—
Lincoin, U. S. A.
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My first impulse in writing a preface to New Daily
American Language was to discuss the book's great relevance
to the topic at hand, namely, the teaching and learning of
present-day American English. H'ere.'l' would like to emphasize

some things which particularly impressed me.

First; the author of New Daily American Language has a
surprisingly complete grasp of the American idiom, and he
puts this knowledge to use well in his teaching method: the
extensive lists of Questions for Oral Practice force students
ro think of American Engtish' in terms of their own daily ex-
perience. This, 1 think, is the key to effective teaching, for
what comes nearest io the student, what he or she can turn
to use, will stick in the mind. Second, along these same
fines, New Daily American Language, unlike any other book I
have come across, contains a large number of English render-
ings of common Chinese words and objects. Tkis is important
hecause ! find some native Chinese speakers frustrated by an
inability to tatk about, for instance, the foods .they eat, in
English.

All this, | feel, is the most desirable quality in an inter-
mediate or advanced English text. But this is not, I point
out, only a teacher's perépective. I have asked students what

they most want to learn. The unanimous response: "l want to
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use my English." With this in mind, I am happy to recom-
mend New Daily American Language as a good practical

introduction to really using modern American English.

W DZ"/&"

At Harvard College
Cambridge, Massachusetts
U. S. A,




PREFACE

This book was originally named Daily American Language,
which was first printed on April, 1978, six months after 1
began my teaching career in college. This conversation book
had really benefited a great number of students, tecause they

all felt the book interesting and stimulating.

During the six years of teaching, however, | also found
that the students had a need to learn more to speak about
things of traditional Chinese color. To make the book more
complete, therefore, I set out to revise the edition, adding
two sections which contain Chinese traditions and custom, in
the hope of helping students to describe things in their daily
lives, for example, Moon Festival, typhoon, dragon dance,
public TV, puppet show, Peking opera, calling-card telephone,
etc. This is one of the most significant features as mention-

ed by Mr. Michael Fisher in the preceeding writing.

New Daily American Language, designed for learners of
English from high school upward, has been planned for use
over two semesters. FEach unit, in general, falls into five
sections: Words & Meanings, Dialogue, Reading, Questions on

the Reading, and Questions for Oral Practice,

Words & Meanings has two parts. The first part is
made up of the words and expressions likely to be used both

at home and abroad. They are words and expressions which
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can either be found in the Dialogue and the Reading, or be
used as hints to answer the practical Questions for Oral Prac-
tice, about that particular topic. The second part lists the
most useful phrases and sentences taken from thé Dialogue or
the Reading. All these are arranged alphabetically, and

Chinese translations are also provided.

Then comes a dialogue or two, or maybe more. FEach of
the dialogues always begins with an interesting cartoon. What
the cartoon is about, [ think, is also worth discussing in class.
Below the cartoon is provided an italic subscript, the most
useful sentence in that dialogue. This way of arrangement, |
hope, may stimulate the students to learn more and keep them

from getting bored.

The purpose of the Reading in each unit is to help the
students go over the topic again. It is to train the students
to talk about things long enough and to express themselves
fully and clearly. After the Reading, we have Questions on

the Reading. This is to test the comprehension ability of the
students.

Last, but not the least, is the Questions for Oral Practice,
which usually has 20 practical and interesting questians about
the particula‘ topic of that unit. They are all related to
daily life in .Taiwan. In asking each one of the questions,
the teacher may request a reply of three  or more related
comments, instead of a single-line answer. As for the stu-

dents, when prepasing at home for the -Questions, they may



refer to Words & Meanings in order to get hints to answer
well. [ put them at the end of the unit, because the students
having learned everything from the previous parts of the unit
may here get a challenge to express themselves and try to

make their communication understood.

Everything in each unit, except Questions for Oral Prac-
tice, is recorded by Michael Fisher and Susan Candler. The
tapes are made, for six hours' playing, with some sound
effects, and suitable music for each unit. Because of this,
[ believe students listenihg to the tapes may feel interested
and will learn better.

Here | would like to give my heartfelt thanks to all of
those who gave me a hand to complete the book. First, |
would like to thank Phoenix Lee, a famous cartoonist,- who
spent lots of time and effort drawing the cartoons for this
bo.()k. Without her illustrations, this book would not be as
vivid as it is. I am also grateful to Mike Chu, who was busy
with his doctorate degree but nevertheless reviewed the book
from cover to cover and presented excellent opinions. 1 am
also indebted to Mr. Michael Fisher for his reading the Ques-
tions for Oral Practice and giving me precious suggestions on
the use of some expressions. I would also like to express my
gratitude to Samuel and Emily, two of my best -friends, who
volunteered to read the original text and offered practical
assistance. | am thankful to my wife Stella, too, who took

good care of the kids and gave me peace to work on the book.
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I sincerely invite comments and criticism from all my

readers. | am the only one who has to answer for the mis-

takes, if there are any, and | will surély correct them before

each reprinting.

Charles S. J. Chu
At Tamsui

August, 1985
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