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Text A Secrets of A Students

I. Main Idea of the Text

Some students who are very active in school activities still get A's in their
study. Their academic success depends not so much on intelligence or hard
work as on study methods or their secrets which are, in fact, a few basic
techniques others can easily learn and become A students too. These se-
crets are to concentrate on one's work, to study anywhere, to organize
ones materials and time, to learn how to read, to take good notes, to ask

questions and to study together.

II. Outline of Each Part

Part 1 ( Para. 1) two examples of A students

Part 2 ( Para. 2, 3) the reason for their success

Part 3 ( Para. 4—11) eight secrets or basic study techniques of A students

Part 4 (Para. 12) Conclusion; These study methods apply to all students and you
can all become A students.

III. Questions and Answers to Check Students’ Preview

1. Were Alex and Amanda A students? What did they do at school besides studying?
(L.1—4)
Yes, they were. Alex graduated from Cambridge with five A’s and Amanda man-
aged to get four A’s. Besides studying, Alex played football and directed the
school production of a play while Amanda played tennis and acted in school
plays.

2. Are the most gifted students sure to perform best in exams? (L.8—9)
No, not necessarily.

3. Is hard work sure to lead to good grades? (L.11—13)
No, not necessarily. We all know of some students who study very hard and put

in most of their time but still can’t get good grades or even fail to pass exams.
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11.

. Why is the second technique

W VY

What do the experiences of A students like Alex and Amanda prove?
(L.13—15)

They prove that excellent academic performance does not depend on how intelli-
gent you are or on how hard you study but on how to make the most of your abil-
ities to study efficiently.

What are the secrets of A students? (L.17, 25, 31, 39, 48, 63, 75, 82)

They are: 1. concentrate, 2. study anywhere or everywhere, 3. organize study
materials, 4. organize study time, 5. learn how to read efficiently, 6. take good
notes, 7. ask questions, 8. study together.

What does “concentrate” mean? (L.17—19)

It means that when you sit down to study, you focus on or pay special attention to
the study material and allow no interruptions or interference.

study anywhere or everywhere” useful?

Because it enables you to make full use of your time.

. Why is it important to organize your study materials and time?

Because you can easily get your hands on your materials if you organize and put
them in good order, thus cutting down on time-wasting searches.

If you organize your time, you don’t have to rush your assignment and it can ena-
ble you to avoid being overtired when you study. In this way your study will be
highly efficient.

Does every student know how to read? Explain the reason.

No, not every student knows how to read. Some students either read everything
carefully or they read passively. These students don’t know how to read. We all
know that there is always relevant and irrelevant material. As to relevant materi-
al, we must read carefully. As to irrelevant material, we only need to skim. In
this way we can read quickly. But reading quickly does not mean reading effi-
ciently. While reading, we need to think actively, ask questions frequently and
sometimes even refer to the previous pages to confirm and outline so that we can
keep aware of where we are. Only in this way can we read both quickly and effi-
ciently.

In what way are good notes useful? (L.67—69)

Good notes can enable you to keep main points in mind and see immediately
which material is relevant and which is not during revision.

Why do students need to ask questions? (L.75—77)

By asking questions you know at once whether your understanding is correct or
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not. Besides, if you ask questions, you are curious about the material. You are
not content with knowing whats, but want to know whys and hows. Curiosity ena-
bles students to have a thorough understanding.

12. Why is it important to study together?
Because when studying together, students can discuss, try different approaches
and explain their solutions to one another so that you know which approaches are

good , berter or the best, right or wrong.

IV. Comprehension of the Text

1. Secrets of A Students (title)

WIEME:A Students REE, HRAFHFERFERUN T FENFE TS A
(excellent) 5% ,B (good) 5 R4, C (average) Jyii %, D ( below aver-
age) Ay T %, F (failing) %, REELFXE CHF HRELIEF B
%o TEESHIAF,100 R4y ,70 5k 65 W H B EARS o

2. Alex, now a first-year student in natural sciences at Cambridge, played football for

his school in Manchester and directed the school production of a play — but he left
school with five A’s. (L.1)
E < B ST ELAE A SN R R A — R A, G B AT M A B
AT EREM— 3B B E NG T BN A,
WG
1) natural science H Rl %, 1B Rl
FH %1718 : college of science ¥ %:[% ;college / university of science and engineer-
ing B T K% ;college / university of science and technology F}$f K% ; liberal
arts X F}; college of arts L RIBEAY; a student of science ¥ F} 5 4 ; a student of
arts R A

2) Cambridge Bl Cambridge University $1§f K% , i REL K I T HELEEH
SIFFRMN . HER 525 SN KFRE 43 K% (Oxford University ) . Man-
chester 8 A1 4F , JAE S FRALEIA T o

3) direct vt. &
direct a film S 1F—IE Jr ;direct a play F7E— X% B

4) five A’s T A FTRHNEHEA N :FH +7s
There are three A’s in this word. XM HHEEF = A,
The principle of business letter-writing is summed up in three C’s, i. e. clearness,
conciseness and courtesy. HWHEPESENEMARA=A CXEALE, B:BEE.
A7 LR .
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3. Amanda, studying English at Bristol University, acted in plays at her school and
played tennis regularly. Yet she still managed to get four A’s. (L.4)

OE A B /R K S BOE I 8 A 70 i 2k, iR 2 H AT WK, (B dth ik

EETHEA AL
i8] 15 #% B : Bristol University 7 B ff ¥ /R X 2 ( Bristol #1 B {7 #E /R, JAR 22 A 5 &7
)

EL:

1) try to do sth. ; make efforts to do sth. B H{EE
I don’t know whether I will have time on Friday. But I'll try to come. ¥ A&
KENAREGANE, BEEXFDE.
manage to do sth. ; make efforts and succeed in doing sth. & XM FIEE
1 managed to come last Friday. F MR AR EERKT .

2) regularly 152 RE T @ HRNRUHT , FRBEARLE often FEMEME 4,
The flight goes from Shanghai to New York regularly. JHATHEE M Fil§ K
e,

We must study regularly. F{{ 1% I EH#E,
He goes to the cinema regularly. &35 & H ¥,
He is often ill. {th43 % A% .

4. How do A students like these do it? Brains aren’t the only answer. (L.7)
F X :How do A students like Alex and Amanda both do well in their studies and
take part in many other outside class activities? The reason is not just that they

are intelligent.
WAF R A FA RO REIX - AWYE? B AR —E R,
5. The most gifted students do not necessarily perform best in exams. (L.8)
F AR EE S~ EERRT.
WIERE:
1) gifted adj. EXRBA ;A ER giftn. X
He is gifted linguistically. fthf5iE 35 K.
He has a gift for languages. i HI1EE KiK.
2) not necessarily : not surely, not definitely X —3E
Being wealthy does not necessarily mean happiness. FH & A —EBWREER.
A concise letter is not necessarily a short one. —HEEKEA—ER—HERG.
3) perform: vt. do #f;i#1T; 1T
perform one’s job fif 2B} T {f; perform an experiment f§{ 345 ; perform calcula-
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tions 1= % ; perform a heart operation f§{.0:JJf F A ; perform a dance B/~ £

6. Knowing how to make the most of one’s abilities counts for much more. (L.9)
I FE X :Knowing how to make the best use of one’s abilities is much more important.
RF-MERAOTESEEMARNEEERZ,
RIEREE:
1) make the most of: make the best use of FH it Fl B
His success in business lies in his ability to make the most of the Internet to obtain
information. b7 @V _FH R INTE T AE ik 1 724 B H B PR ELGE B o
The government makes the most of the natural resources to develop economy.
IFF 7253 FIL T B R FT IR R R £255%
2) count for much X R&E X ;REME
count for little /L FFXE2EE count for nothing ELXLME; A BE
He is a man that counts for very little. fth 2PN TLREBRER A,
Empty promises count for nothing. & 3LiEE 22 TLHAK.
A man with no sense of responsibility does not count for anything. 7 % {F &1
NEARE
In war weapons count for much, but morale counts for more. k4 8% B
HESEERR,
& % 4 #7 : Knowing how to make the most of one’s abilities 2 zf) & 10 % 1& , A1) F 1Y
¥ 38 ; counts i 1E £h17 ; more & counts for ) E &, much {84 more, count

for more 5 & % ;count for much more FTEF L

7. Hard work isn’t the whole story either. (L.11)
ST EE N :Hard work can’t explain all either.
BUF % AT e R 2 B IS O .
AiE MR FE . story:the truth H1i%; B 1%, the whole story F1 only part of the story
EIBRRE, ERR“ BB RAABBISHER,
We still don’t know the whole story. I TIERAHELEZFBEN .
The insider spilled the whole story. 1% &1H At H & 8sEH
These figures gave only part of the story. XEe¥(F HIA T A &5 5 4 o

8. Some of these high-achieving students actually put in fewer hours than their lower-

scoring classmates. (L.11)
BELFE W - In fact, some of the students who get high scores spend less time than

those who get lower scores.
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